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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

There have been many “ups and 
downs … through which God has 
led us to this day,” said Jesuit Father 
Sean Carroll, head of Kino Border 
Initiative, at the official blessing on 
a new 18,000 square-foot facility at 
the international border in Nogales, 
Sonora, Mexico, Feb. 12. 

More than 400 volunteers, sup-
porters and migrants crowded into 
the facility to hear from religious 
and civic leaders, before Bishop 
José Leopoldo González González, 
of the Diocese of Nogales, Sonora, 
Mexico, blessed and cut a ribbon on 
the new Migrant Outreach Center. 

Tucson Bishop Edward J. Weisen-
burger and Bishop-emeritus Gerald 
F. Kicanas were at the Vatican in
Rome on their ad limina visit and 
were unable to attend.

The $1.5 million facility replaces 
the humble comedor – dining hall – 
across the street established in 2009. 
Since then, the comedor has given 
two meals a day for the poor and 
hungry blocked from entering the 

US or who have been returned from 
the US while their asylum cases are 
pending.

The recent survival needs of mi-
grants have increased dramatically. 
According to the KBI website, in 
2016, the comedor served an esti-
mated 46,000 meals; in 2018, the 
number was 55,633.

Nazareth House, a shelter for 
women and children trying to escape 
violence, showed an even more dra-
matic increase. In 2016, 380 women 
and children found refuge there. In 
2018, that number more than dou-
bled, to 839.

Katie Sharar,  KBI spokeswoman, 
said  the new center will have 170 
beds for “several thousand” immi-
grants in Nogales. Since the Trump 
administration imposed the “Remain 
in Mexico” policy last November, 
the flow of asylum seekers into the 
US has been largely reduced with 
their detention by Border Patrol, 
relocation to El Paso/Ciudad Juarez, 
and the time it takes to eventually 
work their way back to Nogales for 
their court dates. 

That contrasts with the seemingly 
endless flow last spring when beds 
for asylum seekers were needed for 
detainees in the US. That demand 
led agencies like Catholic Commu-
nity Services’ Casa Alitas in Tucson 
to open a new and expanded shelter 
in a former juvenile detention center, 
from which asylum seekers would 

relocate to other parts of the country 
where family members were living 
and where their hearings would oc-
cur.

Sharar said that previous flow of 
immigrants has virtually stopped. 

Meanwhile, Mexican border cities 
like Nogales deal with the crises of 
growing numbers of refugees.

KBI officially opens Migrant Outreach Center in Sonora

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

A mariachi band plays at the blessing of Kino Border Initiative’s new Migrant Out-
reach Center in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico Feb. 12.
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23 miles southeast of Flagstaff at Mormon Lake 

Register Campers ages 8-15 NOW and SAVE $50 
DISCOUNT ENDS MARCH 31st! 

6 Days-6 Nights, Lodging, Food, Camp T-shirt, Horseback Riding, Hiking, Kayaking, 
Archery, Shelter Building, Campfire and Telescope Nights and much more! 

TEENS: ages 13-15 June 21-27 
Campers: ages 8-12 June 28-July 4 
Campers: ages 8-12 July 5-11 
Campers: ages 8-12 July 12-18  NEW CATHOLIC WEEK 

  (see website for details) 

Counselor Candidate Training $225: ages 16-17 June 14-20 
Includes all training material, CPR/AED, food, lodging, camp t-shirts and much more! 

REGISTER TODAY!   www.SJYCAZ.com • admin@SJYCAZ.com • 480-449-0848 

St. Joseph’s Youth Camp 
Rooted in Tradition and Values 

MARCH 2020

For the leaders inside the Migrant 
Outreach Center, the day was more 
about celebrating the opening of the 
facility than about the scope of the 
demands it will have to address. 

Bishop Gonzalez noted in his re-
marks  that when he was named as the 
first Bishop of Nogales, he stopped at 
the comedor on the day he was appoint-
ed. He also thanked the media who 
were present and who have reported 
on KBI over the years. “It is because of 
the media that this work can be known 
in all of Mexico and all of the United 
States.”

“Thank you for all who have shown 
an interest in this work,” he said.

Msgr. Raul Trevizo, Vicar for 
Hispanics in the Diocese of Tucson 
and pastor of St. John the Evangelist, 
started his comments by pointing out 
the flowers around the face and the 
heart of a nearby image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

“The face and the heart together 
combine to reveal who the person is,” 
he said. “Policies on both sides of the 
border want to hide the faces and the 
hearts (of migrants). People are afraid 
that if we see them, it will change our 
hearts.”

He recounted the story of a good 
friend who was a supporter of US 
border policy. Msgr. Trevizo challenged 
his friend to visit Casa Alitas with him 
and to see the faces of the people af-
fected by that policy.

“We were there for five minutes 
and he saw the children’s faces and the 
women there nursing their children,” 
the monsignor recalled.

“My friend is a very big man, and 
he started to scream. He said, ‘Why 
doesn’t someone bring President Trump 
here so he can see the faces of the 
people so he can change his mind?’”

Msgr. Trevizo thanked the support-
ers in the room: “You make us see their 
faces and their hearts.”

Pointing out a series of panels on 
the wall behind him, depicting a native 
symbol in the middle, with the arms 
stretching from the center, he added, 
“The heart of Jesus is at the center of 
the work of KBI.”

“I see the tragedies that are unfolding 
all over the world,” said another speak-
er, Joan Rosenhauer, executive director 
of Jesuit Refugee Service USA. “What 
keeps me up at night is the children.”

She said she was buoyed to be in 
“a room full of people who have not 
ignored the crisis at the border.”

“KBI and this facility are a model 
on how migrants should be treated as 
a people,” Rosenhauer said, adding a 
challenge: “It’s really important that all 
of you bring this message to others.”

Father Prisciliano Peraza, from Altar, 
Sonora, Mexico and a supporter of 
KBI from the beginning, recalled the 
meeting he had with Father Carroll and 
Bishop Kicanas, to float the idea of the 
cross-border effort. 

“People thought it was crazy,” Father 
Peraza said. “Bishop Kicanas listened 
and he accepted it and that’s how we 
were able to begin this work 15 years 
ago.”

“This is such a large building,” he 
started, adding quickly, “yet, today this 
space is inadequate for the need.”

He also reached out to thank those 
who are being served there. “Thank 
you to our brother and sister migrants. 
You have helped us to become better 
people.”

Jesuit Father Michael Bayard, pro-
vincial assistant for Social Ministry and 
Planning, noted the art on the front of 
the building, showing two hands joined 
together vertically, like the one on top 
was lifting the other. 

That sign of being united symbolizes 
“the promise of God to all humanity 
from the beginning. … Jesus reaching 
out his hand to clasp the hand of oth-
ers.”

Missionaries of the Eucharist Sister 
Diana Lorena Rubio said the KBI mis-
sion was to “be similar to Jesus, who 
doesn’t judge us, who doesn’t have 
prejudice, but who welcomes people in 
need.”

The Missionaries of the Eucharist 
have staffed the comedor and other 
KBI relief efforts for years.    

 Bishop José Leopoldo González González
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Retrouvaille weekend scheduled
A retreat for couples experiencing marital problems 
are invited to attend a Retrouvaille weekend March 
20-22 and Aug. 21-23. Retrouvaille is for husbands 
and wives and is not designed nor intended for 
couples in a cohabitating relationship. The registra-
tion fee for a Retrouvaille weekend in Tucson is $275. 
The location is disclosed only for those attending. 
The program includes 12 post weekend sessions over 
a three-month period. For confidential information 
about or to register for the 2020 Retrouvaille Week-
ends in Tucson  call registration couple, Robert and 
Diana Figueroa (520) 222-9157 or (800) 470-2230; 
email rdfigrosa@gmail.com or 4003@retrouvaille.
org.com; or visit the web site at www.retrouvaille.org

Christ Child Society holds fundraiser
Sunday, April 5, 3 p.m., Gaslight Theatre, 7010 

E. Broadway Blvd., Tucson
The Christ Child Society will hold its annual 
fundraiser, with the theme “Buccaneers of the 
Caribbean.” Doors open at 2:15 p.m. Tickets are 
$25. For more information, email Angela at as-
chneid24@hotmail.com.

Charismatic renewal at Sacred Heart  
Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart 

Church, 601 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson
The Diocese of Tucson Renewal Ministry will hold its 
monthly “Alive in Christ” gathering and social. Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger will preside over the cel-
ebration of the Charismatic Mass, with the theme of 
“Trust in God.” All are welcome to joyfully praise and 
worship with song, Scripture readings and words. For 
more information, call Gloria, (520) 237-7060 or visit 
tucsonccr.org.

DIOCESAN EVENTSDIOCESAN EVENTS

Marian apparition ambassador speaking
Tuesday, March 31, 9:15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Our 
Mother of Sorrows Church, 1800 S. Kolb Road, 

Tucson
Martha Valukas, resident volunteer ambassador 
for the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help 
in Champion, Wisconsin, is giving two multimedia 
presentations on the only Church-approved ap-
parition site of the Blessed Mother in the United 
States. 

PIMA EAST VICARIATEPIMA EAST VICARIATE

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATEPIMA SOUTH VICARIATE
St. Margaret Mary holds Lenten activities

 Various times and dates, St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque Parish, 801 N. Grande Ave., Tucson

Among the activities are fish frys, 4-8 p.m. 
each Friday in Lent, featuring baked, grilled or 
fried fish with sides; outdoor Stations of the 
Cross on Good Friday at 2 p.m.; and an outdoor 
bilingual Easter Sunrise Mass at  6 a.m. For 
more information and for other events, call the 
parish office at (520) 622-0168.

IN YOUR AREA
Interfaith day to ‘Listen and Love’

Thursday, March 12, 7 p.m., Muslim Community 
Center of Tucson, 5100 N. Kevy Place, Tucson

The Fourth Annual Northwest Tucson Interfaith Cele-
bration of Unity and Prayer, with the theme of “Listen 
and Love,” is free and open to the public. Sponsored 
in part by the diocesan Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
Affairs Office, the event encourages attendees to 
bring cans of tuna, chicken or other meat to donate 
to the Interfaith Community Services Food Bank. 

Serenity Retreat Series continues
Saturday, March 21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Redemptor-
ist Renewal Center, 7101 W. Picture Rocks Road, 

Tucson 
Licensed professional counselor Anne Marie Sheffer 
leads a retreat on “Boundaries with Adult Children.” 
She will discuss types of abuse - verbal, emotional 
and mental; how boundaries protect us; and how to 
set them in all relationships. She also will discuss how 
healthy families process emotions. The cost is $45, 
including lunch and materials. Participants are invited 
to attend the 4 p.m. vigil Mass at Our Lady of the Des-
ert Church. To register, email office@desertrenewal.
org or visit desertrenewal.org.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at St. Pius X 
Saturday, March 14, 6 p.m., Arizona Room, 

St Pius X Parish, 1800 N. Camino Pio 
Decimo, Tucson

St. Pius X Knights of Columbus Council 10762 
will sponsor a dinner and dance, that will 
include Irish sing-along, Irish dance lessons 
and dancing (7-9 p.m.). Cost is $18 for ages 13 
and older, $12 per child ages 6-12 and chil-
dren under 6 eat free. Tickets are available 
following Sunday morning Mass at the donut 
table, online at www.kofctucson.org and at 
the parish office and must be purchased by 
March 12. Menu includes corned beef (boiled 
or sweet), cabbage, potatoes, carrots, bread, 
dessert, iced tea, lemonade and coffee. Wine, 
beer and soda are available for a donation. 
For more information, call Dan Pinda (520) 
298-6706, or email drpinda@q.com. 

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Through a series of Wednesday meet-
ings in March, local Lutheran and Catho-
lic leaders are hoping to resolve lingering 
faith-related resentment between people 
at the grassroots level, said Father Miguel 
Mariano, pastor at St. Odilia Parish and 
diocesan Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
Affairs Liaison.

“We want to highlight that the things 
that bring us together are greater than what 
divides us,” Father Mariano said.

The sessions run from 10:30 a.m.-noon on 
the following dates and locations: March 11, 
Lutheran Church of the Foothills, 5102 N. 
Craycroft Road; March 18, St. Cyril Par-
ish, 4725 E. Pima St.; and March 25, Dove 
of Peace Lutheran Church, 665 W. Roller 
Coaster Road.

The roots of the session are from the 2017 
joint statement, “From Conflict to Commu-

nion,” issued by the Lutheran World Federa-
tion and the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. The statement 
was issued to mark the 500th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Reformation.

Last September, Father Mariano and 
Pastor Steve Springer of Dove of Peace 
Lutheran Church began talking about ways 
to continue to build relationships between 
Catholics and Lutherans.

The two hosted a workshop called “Litur-
gy as Pathway from Conflict to Communion” 
during January’s Southwest Liturgical Con-
ference Study Week. During the presentation, 
an older woman “who was very adamant to 
have her grandson educated by a Catholic 
pastor” spoke up loudly, Father Mariano said. 

Her bias was clearly evident, believing 
she was “advocating for her grandson as a 
Catholic priest in the future,” even though he 
was studying at a Lutheran school. 

Catholic-Lutheran sessions aim to broaden understanding, says official

Father Miguel Mariano and Pastor Steve Springer

See SESSIONS on page 12
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9 11:30 a.m. - USCCB Committee on   9 11:30 a.m. - USCCB Committee on   
 Migration, Washington Migration, Washington

12 6:30 p.m. - Charismatic Renewal Mass,  12 6:30 p.m. - Charismatic Renewal Mass,  
 Sacred Heart Church, Tucson Sacred Heart Church, Tucson

14 10 a.m. - St. John Paul II Award Mass  14 10 a.m. - St. John Paul II Award Mass  
 and Ceremony, St. Augustine     and Ceremony, St. Augustine    
 Cathedral, Tucson Cathedral, Tucson

 5 p.m. - Kino Border Initiative    5 p.m. - Kino Border Initiative   
 dinner, Brophy College Preparatory    dinner, Brophy College Preparatory   
 High School, Phoenix High School, Phoenix

18 10:30 a.m.-noon - Evangelical Lutheran  18 10:30 a.m.-noon - Evangelical Lutheran  
 Church in America, Catholic-Lutheran  Church in America, Catholic-Lutheran 
 Dialogue, St. Cyril Parish, Tucson Dialogue, St. Cyril Parish, Tucson

20 10 a.m. – Mass, Immaculate Heart   20 10 a.m. – Mass, Immaculate Heart   
 Catholic School, Tucson Catholic School, Tucson

21 11 a.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.   21 11 a.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.   
 Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Tucson  Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Tucson 

21 5:30 p.m. – Bishop emeritus Gerald F.  21 5:30 p.m. – Bishop emeritus Gerald F.  
 Kicanas’ 25th Episcopal Anniversary    Kicanas’ 25th Episcopal Anniversary   
 Mass, St. Augustine Cathedral Mass, St. Augustine Cathedral

22 2 p.m. - Salpointe Spring Play, Berger  22 2 p.m. - Salpointe Spring Play, Berger  
 Performing Arts Center, Tucson Performing Arts Center, Tucson

23 5:30 p.m. - Lenten communal penance  23 5:30 p.m. - Lenten communal penance  
 service, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish,   service, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish,  
 Tucson Tucson

24 8 a.m.-noon - Catholic Foundation   24 8 a.m.-noon - Catholic Foundation   
 Board retreat – St. Thomas the Apostle   Board retreat – St. Thomas the Apostle  
 Parish Parish

25 10:30 a.m.-noon - ELCA, Catholic-         25 10:30 a.m.-noon - ELCA, Catholic-         
 Lutheran Dialogue, Dove of Peace    Lutheran Dialogue, Dove of Peace   
 Lutheran Church, Tucson  Lutheran Church, Tucson 

26  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.   26  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.   
 Bartholomew Church, San Manuel  Bartholomew Church, San Manuel 

27 11:30 a.m. - Catholic Foundation   27 11:30 a.m. - Catholic Foundation   
 Grants Award Luncheon, Cathedral    Grants Award Luncheon, Cathedral   
 Square Square

28  9:30 a.m. - Corporate Board of             28  9:30 a.m. - Corporate Board of             
 Directors Convocation, Cathedral    Directors Convocation, Cathedral   
 Square Square

 5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.        5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, St.       
 Anthony of Padua Church, Casa    Anthony of Padua Church, Casa   
 Grande  Grande 

APRILAPRIL

1  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, Our   1  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, Our   
 Lady of Grace Church, Maricopa  Lady of Grace Church, Maricopa 

2  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, Holy   2  5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, Holy   
 Cross Church, Morenci  Cross Church, Morenci 

3  6 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, San   3  6 p.m. - Confirmation Mass, San   
 Martin de Porres Church, Sahuarita  Martin de Porres Church, Sahuarita 

4  Noon - Confirmation Mass, Blessed   4  Noon - Confirmation Mass, Blessed   
 Sacrament Church, Mammoth  Sacrament Church, Mammoth 

 5 p.m. - Salpointe “Moulin Rouge”    5 p.m. - Salpointe “Moulin Rouge”   
 Gala, Cathedral Square  Gala, Cathedral Square 

Bishop’s Calendar - MARCH 2020

rave 
Pilgrimages for Catholics and people of all faiths 

Prices starting at $2,499 - Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE 
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA 

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, 
& Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & ScoUand; 

England; Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; 
Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc ... 

Oberammergau Passion Play 2020, 12 days $5,999
May through September - Once in a lifetime experience sign up now.

We also specialize in custom triips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 
www.proximotravel.com 
Hablanos Espanol 
a nthony@proxi motravel .com 

508-340-9370
855-842-8001

Call us 24/7
The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its actions. Consum-

ers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

The former bishop’s residence on 
Tucson’s east side is being renovated 
into a group home for adults with 
special needs operated by Catholic 
Community Services, according to a 
diocesan press release in February.

Conversion of the 1960s territo-
rial style house on East 22 Street, 
originally constructed for the Diocese 
during the term of Bishop Francis J. 
Green, has been made possible through 
a $100,000 grant from the St. Joseph 
Healthcare Foundation, an account held 

by the Catholic Foundation of Tucson, 
along with private donations, totaling 
$135,000.

Catholic Community Services of 
Tucson will operate the home. Resi-
dents of the home are people already 
cared for through Catholic Community 
Services. The nearly 7,200-square-foot 
floor plan with seven bedrooms, six 
private baths, large communal areas, a 
spacious kitchen, living room, dining 
room and outdoor areas will make it a 
healthy setting for its residences.

Former bishop’s residence to become 
group home for special needs adults
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ADRIAN, Michigan 
— Dominican Sister Ma-
donna Marie Black, 93, 
baptized Marian Loretto 
Black, died Feb. 15 at the 
Dominican Life Center 
in Adrian. She was in the 
74th year of her religious 
profession in the Adrian 
Dominican Congrega-
tion.

Born in Kingman 
to Arthur and Mabel 
(Van Marter) Black, she 
graduated from Mohave 
Union High School in 
Kingman, earned a bach-
elor’s in music education 
from Siena Heights Uni-

versity in Adrian and a 
master’s in music educa-
tion from the University 
of Southern California in 
Los Angeles. 

She spent more than 
28 years ministering in 
education in the areas 
of church music, art and 
liturgy in Michigan, Cali-
fornia, Florida, Puerto 
Rico and New Mexico. 
She also served at the 
Redemptorist Renewal 
Center leading retreats 
involving music, art, 
liturgy and photography 
(1975-76).

She was preceded in 

death by her parents; 
sisters Virginia Doyle, 
Viola “Gina” Dawson 
and Katherine Black; and 
brothers Donald, Leo and 
Charles. She is survived 
by sisters Fran Madole of 
Kingman, Helen Tapp of 
Phoenix and Mai E. Gray 
of Tucson; nieces and 
nephews; and her Adrian 
Dominican Sisters.

The vigil was held 
Feb. 19 in St. Catherine 
Chapel at the center, fol-
lowed the next day with 
the Mass of Christian 
Burial. Burial was in the 
congregation cemetery. 

ST. CATHARINE, 
Kentucky - Dominican 
Sister of Peace Maria 
Teresa “MT” Apalategui, 
79, associate director of 
Catholic Social Services 
for over 40 years, died 
Feb. 1, at Sansbury Care 
Center, St. Catharine.  

Born in Tucson to Al-
fonso and Mollie Barnes 
Apalategui, she joined the 
Eucharistic Missionaries of St. Dominic in 1963. 
She earned a bachelor’s in social work from Rogers 
College, in Maryknoll, New York, and a master’s in 
social work from Arizona State University in Tempe. 
Besides her assignment in Tucson, she also served in 
catechetical, youth and pastoral ministry in the Dio-
cese of Lafayette, Louisiana, for several years.

In the Diocese of Tucson, she began the Santa 
Cruz Project, providing critical religious, medical 
and social services within an integrated system for 
the people of the barrio where she grew up. She also 
served on the boards of El Rio Santa Cruz Clinic and 
John Valenzuela Youth Center.

She moved to St. Catharine Motherhouse, St. 
Catharine, in 2013 where she provided community 
service and worked once a week at a nearby Presby-
terian church’s thrift store.

She is survived by her brother Carlos Cocio, sister-
in-law Shirley Apalategui, and several nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
brothers Alphonse and Jack, and a twin sister Char-
lotte.

Visitation was Feb. 6, at the Sansbury Care Center 
Chapel, followed by the Mass of Christian Burial the 
next day. Burial was in the motherhouse cemetery.

TUCSON - Father 
Raúl Alberto Valencia 
Garcia, 60, pastor of St. 
Monica Parish in Tucson, 
died in an auto accident 
on Feb. 7.

Born July 28, 1959, in 
Nogales, Sonora, Mexi-
co, to Edmundo Valencia 
and Norma Garcia, he 
attended Colegio Fray 
Pedro de Gante School in 
Nogales, before studying 
at the Instituto Tech-
nologico de Nogales, 
1976-79.  He also studied 
at  Universidad Au-
tonoma de Guadalajara 
in Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
Mexico, 1980-85, earn-
ing a doctorate in dental 
surgery. He operated his 
own general dentistry 
practice in Nogales from 
1986 to 1997.

He studied at the Sem-
inario Juan Navarrete y 
Guerrero, (Seminario de 
Hermosillo) in Hermosil-
lo, Sonora, from Septem-
ber 1997 to July 1998. 
He continued studies at 
Assumption Seminary in 
San Antonio, 1998-2002. 
He served an internship 
through Assumption and 
the Oblate School of 
Theology, San Antonio, 
under the supervision of 

the Diocese of Tucson 
Vocations Office.

He was ordained to 
the priesthood for the 
Diocese of Tucson by 
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas 
in St. Augustine Cathe-
dral on June 7, 2003.

He had been pastor at 
St. Monica’s since July 1, 
2011. His earlier assign-
ments include as parochi-
al vicar to St. Monica’s, 
2003-04, and as admin-
istrator and then pastor 
to St. Jude Thaddeus in 
San Luis, 2004-11. He 
also served as liaison to 
Encuentros Matrimonia-
les, 2007-10.

He is survived by his 
mother, Norma Garcia; 
a brother, Edmundo; 
and sisters Lourdes 
Reyna, Denisse Mogol-

lon, Yemille Garza and 
Maritza Mayer.

A wake was held Feb. 
10 at Funeraria Martinez 
in Nogales, Arizona, 
followed the next day 
by a Mass of Chris-
tian Burial in Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, 
in Nogales, Arizona. 
Bishop José Leopoldo 
González González, of 
the Diocese of Nogales, 
Sonora, Mexico, was the 
main celebrant, Bishops 
Edward J. Weisenburger 
and Gerald F. Kicanas 
were at the Vatican for 
their ad limina visit.

 Another Mass was 
celebrated at St. Augus-
tine Cathedral, followed 
by burial in Holy Hope 
Cemetery. 

TUCSON - Eugene “Gene” 
Ackerley, 97, a founding mem-
ber of Our Mother of Sorrows 
Church and leader there until his 
death, died Jan. 30.

He was a well-known advertis-
ing professional nationally and 
locally and was owner of Ack-
erley Advertising. He also had 
managed radio stations in Tucson 
- KCUB, KTAN and KCEE radio 
stations. He and his wife, Gloria, 

were foster parents to 26 children.
He spent more than 50 years as 

coordinator of parish lectors 
He is survived by his children, 

Deacon Keating Ackerley, Ande 
Ackerley, Julian Ackerley, Wil-
liam Ackerley and Ed Ackerley; 
13 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. 

Visitation with a rosary was 
held Feb. 6, at Bring’s Broadway 
Chapel, Tucson, followed by a 

Mass of Christian Burial the next 
day in Our Mother of Sorrows. 
Burial followed in East Lawn 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the 
Charlotte Ackerley Scholar-
ship Fund, Coaches for Charity, 
Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus or 
OMOS Church M.O.S.E.S. For 
information on donations, email 
bill@ackerleyadvertising.com

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Father Raúl Valencia Sister Maria Teresa “MT” 
Apalategui, OP

Eugene ‘Gene’ Ackerley

Sister Madonna Marie Black, OP
ADRIAN, Michigan – Dominican 

Sister Robert Irene Buchanan, 92, for-
merly known as Mildred Marilyn Bu-
chanan, died Feb. 13 at the Dominican 
Life Center in Adrian. She was in the 
68th year of her religious profession in 
the Adrian Dominican Congregation.

Born in Detroit to Robert and Irene 
(Whitty) Buchanan, she graduated 
from Immaculata High School in 
Detroit and earned a bachelor’s in his-
tory from Siena Heights University in 
Adrian. 

She spent more than 19 years in 
education in schools in Michigan, 
Ohio, Nevada and California. She also 
taught at Loretto School in Douglas, 
1953-54 and in 1970.

She taught special education for 13 
years in California. After nine years as 
a medical records clerk at a California 
hospital, she retired to the Dominican 
Life Center in 2006.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her twin sister, Franciscan 
Sister Mary Luke Buchanan; sisters 
Geraldine Urburtis, Dolores Buchanan, 
Shirley Tohlen and Sharon Wentworth; 
and brothers Robert and Tom. She is 
survived by nieces, nephews and her 
Adrian Dominican Sisters.

The vigil was held Feb. 18 in St. 
Catherine Chapel at the center, fol-
lowed the next day with the Mass of 
Christian Burial. Burial was in the 
congregation cemetery. 

Sister Robert Irene Buchanan, OP
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By DENNIS SADOWSKI
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Jesuit Father 
George V. Coyne, who led the 
Vatican Observatory as its direc-
tor for 28 years, got his start in 
the field of astronomy as a young 
student in formation for the priest-
hood by secretly studying under 
his blanket, flashlight in hand.

Throughout his life, Father 
Coyne, who died Feb. 11 in 
Syracuse, New York, at age 87 
from bladder cancer, credited a 
forward-thinking professor of 
classical Greek for nurturing his 
passion by arranging for him to 
borrow astronomy books from a 
local library. That foresight led 
Father Coyne to become one of the 
world’s most respected and well-
known Jesuit scientists.

Father Coyne served as Vatican 
Observatory director from 1978 
to 2006, overseeing the modern-
ization of its facilities, raising its 
profile in the science world and 
welcoming a new international 
generation of Jesuit astronomers to 
its staff. He first joined the obser-
vatory staff as an astronomer in 
1969 and held the position until 
2011.

He also served from 2007 to 
2011 as director of the Vatican 
Observatory Foundation.

Jesuit Brother Guy Consolm-
agno, the Vatican Observatory’s 
current director, recalled the first 
words from Father Coyne when 
he joined the observatory staff in 
1993: “Do good science.”

“He created a space where we 
were all free to pursue that sci-

ence,” 
Brother 
Consolm-
agno told 
Catholic 
News Ser-
vice Feb. 
13. “He 
acted as 
a firewall 
between us and the vagaries of 
the Vatican. He made us welcome 
and he made our collaborators and 
visitors welcome.”

Father Coyne most recently was 

on the faculty of Le Moyne Col-
lege in Syracuse, where he had 
taught astronomy while holding 
the McDevitt Distinguished Chair 
of Religious Philosophy since 
2011.

Father Coyne was widely known 
for promoting conversations on the 
intersection of theology and sci-
ence.

He was instrumental in organiz-
ing conferences in the 1990s on 
“God’s Action in the Universe” 
at Vatican Observatory headquar-
ters in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, in 
collaboration with the Center for 
Theology and the Natural Sciences 
of Berkeley, California.

Research was an important part 
of Father Coyne’s astronomical 
legacy. His work included the 
study of the lunar surface that 
helped guide NASA as it planned 

the Ranger missions and the 
Apollo crewed missions to the 
moon. He also conducted research 
on Mercury’s surface, interacting 
binary star systems that give off 
sudden bursts of intense energy, 
and Seyfert galaxies, a group of 
spiral galaxies with small and un-
usually bright star-like centers.

Born Jan. 19, 1933, in Balti-
more, Father Coyne spent nearly 
all of his priesthood as an astrono-
mer.

After graduating in 1951 from a 
Jesuit-run high school near Bal-

timore, Father Coyne entered the 
Jesuit novitiate in Wernersville, 
Pennsylvania. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in mathematics and 
a licentiate in philosophy from 
Fordham University, a doctorate in 
astronomy from Georgetown Uni-
versity and a licentiate in sacred 

theology from Woodstock College.
He was ordained a priest in 

1966.
Father Coyne soon thereafter 

joined the staff of the University 
of Arizona Lunar and Planetary 
Laboratory and held various posi-
tions with the lab while taking 
on additional responsibilities and 
eventually becoming its associate 
director in 1977.

His appointment as Vatican 
Observatory director in 1978 
came under the brief tenure of 
Pope John Paul I. That same year 
he also became associate direc-
tor of the University of Arizona’s 
Steward Observatory. For a year 
beginning in 1979, he was acting 
director and head of the observato-
ry and the university’s astronomy 
department.

Father Coyne is survived by his 
brothers Thomas and Francis.

A funeral Mass was celebrated 
Feb. 17 in Panasci Chapel at Le 
Moyne College. Burial was in the 
Jesuit cemetery in Wernersville.

Father George Coyne, astronomer, promoted science-theology dialogue
OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, the Vatican 
Observatory’s current director, recalled the first 

words from Father Coyne when he joined the 
observatory staff in 1993: “Do good science.”
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By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Like so many 
of Pope Francis’ teachings and major 
documents, his apostolic exhortation 
on the Amazon is built on a call for 
conversion - a new way of seeing, 
thinking and doing.

“We need to feel outrage,” he 
wrote, underlining his concern that 
the world has become too indiffer-
ent, too numb or too much in denial 
about what is happening to the en-
vironment, the world and the people 
in it.

In his apostolic exhortation 
Querida Amazonia (“Beloved Ama-
zonia”), Pope Francis urged people 
to recognize how much injustice 
and cruelty has taken place in the 
Amazon region, and he pleaded for 
attention to “current forms of human 
exploitation, abuse and killing.”

Following in the footsteps of Lau-
dato Si’, his 2015 encyclical on the 
environment, the pope said people 
must approach the Amazon aware 

that “everything is connected,” 
which means that care for people 
and care for ecosystems are insepa-
rable.

In the document, released Feb. 
12, he called on political leaders and 
governments in the Amazon region 
to take more seriously their respon-
sibility to preserve the environment 
and resources and to protect the 
rights and cultures of all its citizens.

An unusual suggestion Pope Fran-
cis made in the document was that 
people turn to poetry and delve into 
Amazonian stories to discover how 
unique the region is and to feel more 
deeply its importance.

“Those poets, contemplatives and 
prophets help free us from the tech-
nocratic and consumerist paradigm 
that destroys nature and robs us of a 
truly dignified existence,” he said.

Poetry helps give voice to beauty 
and to pain, he said, and it should 
help wake people up to what is un-
der threat.

Reflection is needed to bring 

about the true conversion and to 
hear and respond to the cry of the 
region’s people and the cry of the 
earth, he said. “From the original 
peoples, we can learn to contemplate 
the Amazon region and not simply 
analyze it, and thus appreciate this 
precious mystery that transcends 
us.”

“We can love it, not simply use 
it, with the result that love can 
awaken a deep and sincere interest,” 
he wrote. “Even 
more, we can feel 
intimately a part 
of it and not only 
defend it; then the 
Amazon region 
will once more 
become like a 
mother to us.”

The key to all 
of Pope Francis’ 
appeals in the 
document is to 
not “look at the 
world from with-

out but from within, conscious of 
the bonds with which the Father has 
linked us to all beings.”

“A sound and sustainable ecol-
ogy, one capable of bringing about 
change, will not develop unless 
people are changed, unless they are 
encouraged to opt for another style 
of life, one less greedy and more 
serene, more respectful and less anx-
ious, more fraternal,” he said.

Pope calls for action rooted in conversion of heart to save Amazon

Catholic Outlook photo from CNS/Ricardo Moraes, Reuters

A leader of the Celia Xakriaba peoples walks along the banks 
of the Xingu River in Brazil’s Xingu Indigenous Park Jan. 15.

Statement from the bishop on the ad limina visit
As many are aware, the U.S. bishops have been 

going to Rome in groups since last November for 
our ad limina meeting with the Holy Father and the 
various offices of the Vatican. The ad limina experi-
ence has a rich history. Typically, it was meant to be 
every five years but with the numbers of dioceses and 
bishops increasing, it now seems closer to an every 
seven- or eight-year experience. The purpose is for 
bishops to turn in extensive reports on the status of 
their dioceses to the Vatican. The goal of the meet-
ings that follow is to have a two-way dialogue: For 
us to share our local understanding with the Holy 
See, and for the Vatican’s leadership to share a more 
universal understanding with us. A second ancient 
purpose of the visit is that it is to be a pilgrimage of 
prayer. Bishops are to visit certain holy sites and pray 
for the people of their dioceses. Lastly, but of great 
significance, is the bishops’ visit with the Holy Father, 
traditionally the high point of the visit. 

Arizona is part of Region 13 (along with New 
Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming and Utah). There were 
15 bishops representing our region and we began on 
Monday, Feb. 10. It was not a blessed beginning for 
me as I seemed to have picked up a stomach virus, 
probably from flying and travel. I actually missed the 
scheduled Monday morning meeting of our region 
with Pope Francis! But 36 hours later, I was fully well 
and invited to participate on Thursday of that week 
with the bishops of Region 14 (Georgia, Florida, 
North Carolina and South Carolina) in their meeting 
with Pope Francis. 

The meeting with the pope was extraordinary. 

Because of a prior meeting that morning with visiting 
senior leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church, Pope 
Francis was 30 minutes late for our appointment. He 
kept apologizing for keeping us waiting! He then 
proceeded to spend two and a half hours with us in 
a generous dialogue. He clearly was as interested in 

what we had to say as we were in hearing from him. 
Several bishops remarked that after the initial awe of 
being in his presence wore off, it felt like a humble 
gathering of brothers joyfully entering into dialogue 
on our beloved faith and Church. There was a blessed 
paradox at work within Pope Francis. On the one 

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Bishop Weisenburger

Bishop emeritus Gerald F. Kicanas and Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger pause in the Church of St. John Lateran, one 
of four historic sites where they celebrated Mass at the Vatican.
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hand, he has a healthy and appropriate understanding 
of his critical role as Vicar of Christ. However, he bal-
ances out the gravity of that calling with a wonderful-
ly humble spirit that exuded fraternity to the brother 
bishops visiting with him in his home. I have known 
many blessings that have flowed from my ministry, 
but I suspect few will compare with the grace I felt 
for those hours. The meeting cut into our scheduled 
lunch as well as the Holy Father’s, but he clearly was 
not going to short-change us on our time with him. 
As the meeting came to a close, he seemed as hesitant 
to say goodbye to us as we were to take leave of him. 
What a joyful encounter with the Successor of St. 
Peter!

Some may be curious to know what we discussed. 
As our conversations were unplanned on the part of 
Pope Francis — wanting us to take the lead — the 
topics jumped around quite a bit. The day prior to 
our meeting he had just released a document on the 
Synod on the Amazon. He noted that the media was 
abuzz with the fact that he did not call for the ordina-
tion — in rare instances — of elderly, proven mar-
ried men (viri probati) so that those of exceptionally 
remote areas who see a priest currently only once a 
year might have the Eucharist and other sacraments 
with more regularity. My impression was that he 
seemed sad that this somewhat incidental discussion 
of married priests in rare instances (which we already 
have in other circumstances) became the focal point 
of media coverage and international interest. In ad-
dressing the matter briefly with us, he noted that 
during the synod, he seemed to discern with others 
that the Holy Spirit was not moving in the direction 
of ordaining these viri probati and that the topic 
was not ripe for discussion. Nevertheless, this 
sole issue seemed 
to draw attention 
away from the 
actual focus and 
significance of the 
synod which is the 
fact that millions of 
the faithful deserve 
greatly increased 
pastoral care, and 
the world’s lungs 
(the Amazon) are being burned away, risking the 
well-being of our planet for future generations. 

There was a host of other topics as well, some of 
which included better evangelization and witness to 
our young people; the manner in which secularization 
(a way of life that does not involve any relationship 
with God) is eroding humanity’s true dignity as well 
as the inherent dignity of every individual human 
being; the human crisis of immigration and its causes 
found in famine, violence, extreme poverty and cli-
mate change; and the frightening rise in nationalism 
which denies the humanity of those who aren’t a part 

of our ethnicity, language group, religion or culture. 
At the end of our discussions, one of the bishops 
asked about the former cardinal, Theodore McCar-
rick. The pope noted that the case continues to be 
studied carefully and that the report should be pub-
lished very soon. The matter has caused a deep 
wound to our Church and I believe that the bishops, 
along with Pope Francis, are anxious to shine 
a light on the facts. What may be problematic is 

the fact that the 
former cardinal’s 
life was quite 
complex: He 
was bishop in 

various dioceses, 
was well-known 
for formal and 
many informal 
diplomatic efforts 
around the world, 

was involved in national and international ministries 
and charitable works, and interacted with people in a 
multitude of environments and situations. It is entirely 
unrealistic to think there’s a simple, single file sit-
ting in an office somewhere. Tracking down all the 
avenues of information is incredibly complex, and 
my hunch is that the Holy See wants to get it compre-
hensive and correct when it does finally release the 
report.

While the visit with the Holy Father was a pin-
nacle of the ad limina, we also enjoyed the traditional 
Masses at the four principal basilicas of St. Peter’s, 

St. Mary Major, St. John Lateran, and St. Paul’s 
Outside the Walls. It was in these four great centers of 
faith that bishops prayed together, celebrating Mass, 
but also paused in private prayer for the people we 
serve. The remainder of our days was mostly spent in 
various offices of the Holy See. The meetings were 
cordial and informative.

As I write these words, I’m preparing to head 
home. As wonderful as this pilgrimage has been, it 
will indeed be good to be home among you. Nothing 
humbles me better or brings me more joy than when 
people look at me and say with great sincerity “Bish-
op, I’m praying for you.” Permit me to say that I felt 
the power of those loving prayers and support. I feel 
wonderfully refreshed — despite a rushed interna-
tional trip which began with a virus! — and ready to 
throw myself back into the ministry to which I have 
been called. 

I close this reflection by asking you to join with me 
in prayer for some of the many causes Pope Francis 
invited the bishops to pray: For the poor, the sick, and 
the hungry; for those whose lives are threatened or 
not valued, especially the unborn, the prisoner and the 
dying; for those who have no home, especially the 
immigrant, the migrant and the refugee; for the young 
people of our world who so often are found to be 
living with a loss of hope, or fear of their future; and 
for bishops — ordinary, sinful men who are called 
in every age to be prophets of God’s redeeming love 
and mercy.

+ Edward J. Weisenburger

He balances out the gravity of that calling 
with a wonderfully humble spirit that exuded 
fraternity to the brother bishops visiting with 
him in his home. I have known many blessings 

that have flowed from my ministry, but I 
suspect few will compare with the grace I felt 

for those hours. 
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By SISTER PATRICIA MCCARTHY
CONGREGATION DE NOTRE 
DAME

The insidious nature of violence 
on a daily basis is that we get used 
to it. We often don’t even notice 
it. Domestic violence, child abuse, 
violence in sports and language, the 
violence of poverty, street crime, 
racism and even war become back-
ground to our daily ex-
istence. Until someone 
we love or know is im-
mediately involved, we 
live with the violence 
as the natural way of 
life. Violence is neither 
natural nor necessary. 
Our tolerance of vio-
lence has been highly 
developed through 
intense exposure to it. 
The start of changing 
our reality to a more 
peaceful one is to stop tolerating 
violence, to stop accepting it as a 
necessary reality in our lives.

We begin again our Lenten 
season, the time to reflect and look 
seriously at ourselves and our world 
and see how we can reconcile both 
to the risen Christ who died without 
defending himself and began every 
Resurrection conversation with the 
word, “Peace.” It is time for con-
version, for drastic change in the 
way we live. The basic three for 
Lent have been prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. It’s hard to improve on 
the clarity of this approach. Perhaps 
this year we can nuance it toward 
peace, so as to be ready to pray 
with Jesus who died rather than 
seek revenge. 

Fasting: Imagine if just Catho-
lics fasted from violence this Lent. 
If Catholics abstained from abor-

tion, racism, personal rage, violent 
sports, support of the death penalty 
and war and all militarism, ex-
travagant lifestyles and domestic 
violence. The face of America cer-
tainly would change. In Congress 
alone, Catholics are the largest 
single religious denomination; the 
same goes for the Marines. In cer-
tain parts of the country, especially 
some New England states, Catho-

lics are the majority of 
the population. A 40-day 
fast from violence would 
alter every aspect of life 
and improve it.

Almsgiving: Pov-
erty is a sin, not just a 
tragedy. In our global 
economy, poverty is the 
direct result of polices 
and political choices. 
We can’t support war 
and education, nuclear 

weapons and health care, multi-
millionaire business leaders and a 
living minimum wage. Almsgiving 
is about justice not charity. In an 

age when Super Bowl tickets, play 
tickets and eating out are measured 
by the hundreds of dollars, we still 
think it satisfactory to drop $10 or 
$20 into a collection for the poor. 
If the money we spent on entertain-
ment alone were to be given to the 
poor for one month, we might find 
it an extravagant gesture. Lent is 
the time for such extravagance.

Prayer: After the New York City 
Twin Towers attack, the churches 
were filled with people praying for 
peace. Once the wars started, the 
atmosphere changed drastically. It 
became unpatriotic and unsupport-
ive of troops to speak of peace. The 
prayers changed to ones for victory, 
even in a war in Afghanistan that 
has gone on longer than any other 
war in our history. We need a sea-
change in our thinking about war. 
It is not inevitable or the only way 
to resolve issues; it doesn’t work. 
It is contrary to the life and teach-
ings of Jesus. It takes generations 
to heal; no one involved ever really 
survives without deep scars. The 

longer a war drags on, the less it 
stays in the forefront of our psyche. 
We mumble prayers that we don’t 
even believe. We pray halfheartedly 
for a peace we think is impossible. 
We act as if God and goodness are 
beyond our reach. I suggest the 
following prayer from an elemen-
tary school child in Japan as one 
we might all pray for the season of 
Lent.

“O God, now there is war. Chil-
dren not much different in age than 
me are suffering unspeakably from 
hunger and sickness and leading 
a horrible life. I ask myself why 
people must hate and kill each other 
in wars. Therefore, every night 
before sleeping, I put my hands 
together, praying that all these suf-
fering people will again experience 
happiness as soon as possible. Also, 
I pray that all wars would end. I 
tried to think of something I could 
do for all the suffering people but 
couldn’t think of anything except 
that I could pray, thinking of all 
those suffering people. I will con-
tinue to pray for the end of war and 
suffering and this is my first prior-
ity. O God, please bring peace to 
our world. This is my prayer.”
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We are called  
 to a change of heart

By TIM SWIFT
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — No selfies. No cat videos. Not 
even an artfully composed photo of avocado toast.

When Ash Wednesday came Feb. 26, Sheila 
Wheltle’s social media accounts went dark for 40 
days. Her last post read: “Gone for Lent ... See 
you at Easter.”

More Americans are embracing the concept of 
a “digital detox” as social media becomes more 
ubiquitous and at times more harmful; others are 
disconnecting with a distinctly Catholic twist.

Wheltle, a parishioner of St. Mark Church in 
Catonsville, Maryland, uses Facebook to con-
nect with old friends. She grew up in Philadelphia 
and later moved to California. She loves how 
Facebook keeps her in touch with those far-flung 
friends, but she’s also set it aside for the past nine 
years during Lent.

“As an extrovert, it really is a lot of fun,” 
Wheltle told the Catholic Review, the media outlet 
of the Archdiocese of Baltimore. However, she 
said, “Facebook is also a major distraction and 
time waster.”

The tradition of giving up small pleasures, like 

sweets or coffee, for Lent goes back to the 40 
days Jesus spent in the desert fasting and praying. 
While Catholics are encouraged to pick something 
that’s actually a sacrifice, that doesn’t mean the 
sacrifice isn’t beneficial.

Father Mark Bialek, pastor of St. John Parish in 
Westminster, Maryland, said as Lent approaches 
he is hearing from more of his parishioners this 
year about the need to unplug.

Greg Hoplamazian, a professor of emerging 
media at Loyola University Maryland in Balti-
more, said it is not surprising to see people con-
sider digital detoxes amid recent headlines about 

the negative effects of social media. “Social media 
platforms are really designed to hold our attention. 
That’s been the main focus: Keep people on the 
platform longer,” Hoplamazian said. “We might 
not get a lot of benefit. We lose free time. We lose 
the space for our minds to really just think and 
wander and be creative.”

Hoplamazian said studies have shown that 
notifications from social media can actually trig-
ger a rise in the feel-good chemical dopamine in 
the brain, giving people further incentive to stay 
online.

Even though Wheltle admitted she’ll be miss-
ing some things over Lent - such as wishing some 
friends a happy birthday - she said the time off is 
worth it. “I’m sure others pick up the slack,” she 
said of those Lent birthdays.

“There’s this fear of missing out that keeps 
people engaged. Then they step away and they 
realize, ‘Oh I didn’t really miss out on anything 
important,’“ he said. “I think it gives people a 
healthier ability to realize, ‘Wow. You know I 
would think about this way too much, and I try to 
check it too much and maybe I should just check 
them once a day or twice a day.’“

Catholics ‘unfriend’ social media, choose ‘digital detox’ for Lent

Editor’s note: The following is an 
excerpt from an editorial titled: 

“Almsgiving: Lent’s Overlooked 
Discipline,” which was published in 

the Feb. 17 issue of America magazine, a 
weekly Jesuit publication.

By Catholic News Service
Is there any question that almsgiving 

is the under-practiced, under-encouraged 
Lenten discipline when compared with 
prayer and fasting? In this magazine’s 
110-year-old archives, a search for the 
terms prayer and fasting in the titles of 
published articles brought up thousands 
of examples. A similar query for alms-
giving yielded a meager two results.

Resources and encouragement abound 
for new and creative ways to immerse 
ourselves more deeply in prayer during 
this season of penance. While it may 
be true that fasting requirements have 
been relaxed in church law and daily 
practice in recent decades, one can still 
find pockets of resurgence of the as-
cetic practice (even amid a more secular 
world that is discovering the health and 
productivity benefits of intermittent fast-
ing and Dry January).

Perhaps US Catholics might redouble 
their efforts to give alms this Lent and 
to reflect in greater depth on the spiritual 
benefits the practice can bring.

Almsgiving: 
Lent’s Overlooked Discipline

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger greets one of the Catechumens/
Candidates who participated in the Rite of Election at St. Augus-
tine Cathedral Feb. 23. The Rite is usually held around the Lenten 
season. 
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During the workshop, the discussion 
slowly calmed the woman and “she 
turned it around,” Father Mariano said. 

Each session will follow a general 
direction, he added. The first session 
is looking for input from people who 
have experiences - good or bad - in 
Catholic-Lutheran encounters. The 
second session will focus on more 
theological issues, specifically those 
of Justification - the act of declaring or 
making righteous in the sight of God - 
and the Eucharist.

The last session will focus on 
continuing to build faith system rela-
tionships among worshippers of both 
religions. However, it’s possible that 
if strong feelings are surfaced at the 
first session, the themes for the session 
might be shifted back so the leaders can 
address them instead at session two. 
The joint planning committee will meet 
after the first session to evaluate and 
decide the exact direction of the second 
session.

No matter how the sessions eventu-
ally progress, Father Mariano said, “I 
want to organize more events like this.” 

“I hope and pray we don’t just drop it.”

The Rev. Springer said that “95 %” 
of conversations between Catholics 
and Lutherans are very positive and 
supportive. 

“I feel very good when Lutherans 
and Catholics are being the People of 
God together,” he said. 

He noted news reports from 1917, 
the 400th anniversary of the Reforma-
tion, that there was significant “ugliness 
on both sides.”

When the joint document was signed 
three years ago, leaders wanted to make 
sure that the warm relationships kept 
growing. 

It’s true that when it comes to ad-
vocacy, social justice and charity, “it’s 
really easy to work together, to come 
together and fight for a good cause.”

There are opportunities for growth in 
areas like mixed marriages, he added. 

The Rev. Springer said he was eager 
to hear the conversations in the first 
session. “I’d actually like to know 
what’s on people’s minds and to see 
what we really think.”

He hoped that a practical outcome 
from the three sessions is a greater 
and more rapid response to attacks on 
Christians and other religious groups. 

SESSIONS continued from page 4
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

In 1970, the Diocese of  
Tucson obtained its first – and 
only – bequest involving pro-
duction rights when playwright 
and journalist Sophie Treadwell 
assigned performance rights 
to her plays for the benefit of 
Native American children in 
Arizona.

Berlinda Parra is Parish and 
Fiscal Operations liaison in the 
diocesan Fiscal and Adminis-
trative Services Department. 
She has been keeping track of 
requests and permissions for 
production rights to Treadwell’s 
works since joining the Diocese 
18 years ago. 

Parra is scheduled to retire 
in October, and that led her 
to turn over the management 
of the production rights to the 
London literary brokers Nick 
Hern Books (NHB), the orga-
nization that holds print rights 

to Treadwell’s works, including 
her seminal work, “Machinal.”

First performed in 1928, 
“Machinal” is the story of an 
entry-level stenographer, living 
at home with her mother, but 
who marries her boss. She finds 
him repulsive, but still has a 
baby with him and subsequently 
has an affair. She kills her boss, 
a crime for which she is  
found guilty and dies in the  
electric chair.

“Machinal” received critical 
acclaim in the late 1920s and 
experienced revivals periodical-
ly in the ensuing decades. How-

ever, its popularity exploded in 
the 1990s, a wave that continues 
today to drive royalties and 
revenues.

Groups looking to produce 
“Machinal” contact the Dio-
cese through a variety of ways, 
including a link on the website 
(diocesetucson.org/sophie-
treadwell-rights). Parra reviews 
the requests and where appro-
priate, grants permission. 

There’s a difference in charg-
es to professional theater com-
panies, amateur theater troupes 
and educational institutions, 
Parra said. The professional 
fees are more complicated, she 
noted, with the rate coupled to 
the numbers of tickets sold. 

When it comes to amateur, 
community or “resident” the-
aters, Parra said she checks out 
reputations through the League 
of Resident Theatres (LORT), a 
national theater organization. 

Diocesan official a ‘faithful steward’ to legacy play
Who was Sophie 

Treadwell?
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Treadwell was a 
unique talent: A social 
activist, playwright, 
world traveler and 
international journalist 
who retired in 1965 to 
Tucson, where she died 
five years later. 

Born Oct. 3, 1885, in Stockton, California, 
Treadwell was abandoned by her father who 
moved to San Francisco when she was 5 years 
old. Growing up, she would spend summers with 
him; it was there she was first introduced to the-
ater. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 1906 from 
UC-Berkeley and in 1907, she met Polish actress 
Helena Modjeska, who tutored her in acting. In 
1908, she started writing for the San Francisco 
Examiner. She continued to study theater and 

Berlinda Parra

Sophie Treadwell

See SOPHIE on page 15
See LEGACY on page 14
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Colleges and universities tend to 
fall into the community theater cat-
egory.

The educational institutions pose a 
different problem, she added, noting 
that these made up the bulk of the 
requests. 

Educational institutions – high 
schools – get a one-act and festival 
rate. This normally covers an abridged 
version of the play. However, until 
2019, edits to a play like “Machinal,” 
was a process engaged by the institu-
tion requesting the license, subject to 
Parra’s approval. 

“It left things open to interpreta-
tions,” she said, leading to “too many 
variations.”

Parra said she declined permissions 
to about 10 percent of those schools 
requesting it because their edits 
changed the intention or direction of 
Treadwell’s work.

She enlisted the help of Treadwell 
expert and former University of Ari-
zona’s associate dean of the College 
of Fine Arts Jerry Dickey. Dickey now 
serves as director of the University of 
Florida School of Theatre and Dance.

Parra asked Dickey to write the 
definitive abridgement of “Machinal.” 
When Dickey submitted it last fall, 
Parra praised the final product, saying 

“it really properly represented the play 
in its essence.”

Dickey said that editing Treadwell 
was no easy task. “I was a bit reluctant 
to do it.”

Most high schools and theater 
competitions allow for only 30-minute 
presentations, and Treadwell’s origi-
nal run time on “Machinal” was 90 
minutes. 

His option was to eliminate whole 
scenes or trim them down to capture 
just key points or a flavor of what they 
represented in the whole. The court 
scene, which takes up 30 minutes in 

the original, was cut to 10 minutes. 
“If it is not cut well, the author’s 

intent could be cut too,” Dickey said.
In the end, he kept elements of all 

eight scenes. “It was actually very 
difficult.”

The abridgement he sent Parra in 
the fall, he said, does the play justice, 
and he believes Treadwell would have 
agreed. 

Creating a translation of 
Treadwell’s most popular play pres-
ents other unique challenges. For 
instance, when it was translated into 
Swedish several years ago, a third 
party had to be brought into assure 
that it kept the intention – not just the 
words – intact. 

Dickey said that besides Swedish, 
“Machinal” has been translated into 
Russian, German, French and Spanish. 

Parra noted that they get about two 
dozen requests from educational insti-
tutions each year, usually in December 
or late summer, when schools are 

planning their upcoming theater pro-
grams. Overall, attention to Treadwell 
requests take up about 5-10 % of her 
time. 

A unique request for “Machinal” 
came from the NY Public Library for 
the Performing Arts, Parra said. The 
request was solely to have the play 
performed in front of cameras – no 
live audience at all. She asked Dickey 

what to do and he enthusiastically sup-
ported it, Parra recalled. Normally, the 
licensing contract allows only a few 
minutes of video capture to be used as 
a marketing tool.

The library maintains a video 
archive of the best plays in history, 
and to be included in that trove was 
an honor, she said. “This was a big 
to-do.”

Over the years, Parra said she has 
come to see herself as a “faithful stew-
ard” when it comes to protecting the 
rights of Treadwell and her works. “I 
see the Diocese as being the custodian 
of her wishes. Protecting the integ-
rity and the intention of the works is 
important to me.”  

Dickey said it is very unusual for 
a playwright or any artist to bequeath 
performance rights to a diocese. 
Most are left in the hands of a family 
member, a favored charity or cause, or 
a literary agent. In fact, he knew of no 
other diocese who enjoyed the rights 
Treadwell gave Tucson. 

That said, Treadwell who had 
Mexican blood in her background, 
“throughout her life kept coming 
back” to themes and subjects of mixed 
heritages.

“When she was getting her financial 
affairs in order, she wanted to find 
some way to help Native American 
children,” he said.

See CHURCHES on page 15

LEGACY continued from page 13

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Every year, like clockwork, the Diocese of Tucson 
fulfills the late playwright Sophie Treadwell’s wishes 
to fund efforts for Native American children. 

Chief Financial Officer Deacon Gregory Hender-
son said that since joining the Diocese in 2017, he has 
followed the practice of his predecessor, Tom Arnold, 
who began working here in 2005.

Treadwell, a journalist and playwright, died in 
1970, leaving the rights to all her intellectual proper-
ties to the Diocese of Tucson for the “protection and 
comfort of Indian children in Arizona.”

Berlinda Parra is Parish and Fiscal Operations 
liaison in the diocesan Fiscal and Administrative 
Services Department. She has been keeping track 
of requests and permissions for production rights to 
Treadwell’s works since joining the Diocese 18  
years ago. 

Parra said that her best estimate for revenues 
brought in since 1970 is around $400,000.

Deacon Henderson said that each year, San Carlos 
Parish in San Carlos (Apache), St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Parish in Tucson (Yaqui) and the San Solano Mis-

sions in Topawa (Tohono 
O’odham) each receive 
$10,000 for the purposes 
of providing religious 
education to the children 
in their communities. 

He said that some 
years, mostly in the last 
decade, the income from 
the royalties of the plays 
– especially Treadwell’s 
masterpiece “Machi-
nal” – has exceeded the 
$30,000 disbursed and 
left the Treadwell account 
with a significant balance. 
At the end of the 2018-
19 fiscal year, there was 
some $200,000 left in the 
account. 

Deacon Henderson noted that the Treadwell legacy 
is not an endowment – it doesn’t have money as prin-
cipal that cannot be touched. 

 “The corpus is royalty rights,” he said. “In many 
ways, it’s riskier than your typical endowment.”

If no royalty rights were licensed in the next seven 
years, and the fund was depleted, it would still be ac-
tive for the eighth year to draw revenue that would be 
disbursed among the parishes, he said. 

He confirmed that it is the only intellectual prop-
erty for which the Diocese has royalty rights.

Treadwell’s legacy: $400,000 to diocese’s Native American churches

Dickey said it is very unusual for a playwright or any 
artist to bequeath performance rights to a diocese. 

Most are left in the hands of a family member, a 
favored charity or cause, or a literary agent. In fact, 
he knew of no other diocese who enjoyed the rights 

Treadwell gave Tucson. 

Catholic Outlook photo from Archives

Sophie Treadwell’s choice of the Diocese of Tucson as recipient of her play’s produc-
tion rights has been a boost to the children in Native American parishes, like these in 
an undated photo from St. Catherine of Bologna in Topowa.
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Deacon Henderson said that while the Treadwell 
royalties are not an endowment, they are consid-
ered “restricted funds” by accounting practices 
and can be pooled with other restricted funds for 
investments to capture interest earnings. It is part 
of a $2.8 million pool that helps the diocese add 
revenue, even though those earnings cannot be 
added to the royalty account. 

“We can’t have earnings because it is not an 
endowment,” he said.

Jerry Dickey is a Treadwell expert and former 
University of Arizona’s associate dean of the Col-
lege of Fine Arts. Dickey now serves as director 
of the University of Florida School of Theatre and 
Dance, and last year wrote the definitive abridge-
ment of “Machinal.”

Dickey noted that the end is in sight for the roy-
alty fees the Diocese can assess from “Machinal.” 

Dickey said that Parra recently researched the 
length of time the Diocese can maintain exclusive 
rights before “Machinal” enters the “public do-
main.” On Dec. 31, 2023, the Diocese’s production 
rights on “Machinal” expire. 

He noted other of Treadwell’s plays that had ap-
peared on Broadway and in other theaters, includ-
ing “Gringo,” “O Nightingale,” “The Eye of the 
Beholder,” “Imitations for Saxophone,” “Ladies 
Leave,” “Lone Valley,” “Plumes in the Dust” and 
“Hope for a Harvest.”

They usually had short runs and were not well 
received by critics, Dickey said. There’s almost 
universal agreement that “Machinal” was her  
masterpiece.

CHURCHES continued from page 14

Catholic Outlook file photo

With the help of Treadwell funds, St. Kateri Parish could 
partner with the Pascua Yaqui tribe to create a Youth 
Cenacle for young people in the parish. 

married sports journalist William O. 
McGeehan in 1910, eventually mov-
ing to New York.

Treadwell joined the women’s 
suffrage movement and became 
immersed in New York theater and 
journalism. Seven of her plays ap-
peared on Broadway between 1922-
41, including “Machinal,” her most 
recognized work. 

Well-known actors who performed 
roles in Treadwell plays included 
Clark Gable, Helen Hayes, Frederic 
March and Robert Preston. 

As a journalist, she traveled to 
France to cover World War I, the only 
credentialed female US foreign cor-
respondent. Later, she was the only 
foreign journalist to interview Mexi-
can revolutionary Pancho Villa. 

McGeehan died in 1933. In the 
1950s and ’60s, Treadwell wrote 
short stories and novels, spending 
significant time in Austria and Spain. 

In 1965, she resettled to Tucson from 
her US home in Newton, Connecti-
cut.

When she died five years later, 
Treadwell left in her will the pro-
duction rights for her works to the 
Diocese of Tucson for the benefit of 
Native American children in Arizona.

Treadwell expert and former Uni-
versity of Arizona’s associate dean of 
the College of Fine Arts Jerry Dickey 
said Treadwell had a strong personal-
ity that likely aided her journalism 
career but hurt her opportunities as a 
playwright.

 “Machinal” was named one of the 
top 10 plays of 1928-29, and then 
was rediscovered in the 1990s. It 
won three Laurence Olivier Awards 
for a production in London and was 
nominated for four Tony Awards in a 
Broadway revival in 2014.

Dickey attributed Treadwell’s 
“rediscovery” by the emergence of 
feminist literary critics in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

He credited Judith E. Barlow, a 
professor of English and Women’s 
Studies at the University at Albany-
SUNY, who reintroduced Treadwell 
and “Machinal” to new generations 
of theater students and directors in 
her books, including “Plays by Amer-
ican Women: 1900-1930” and “Plays 
by American Women: 1930-1960.”

With that exposure, “Machinal” 
and Treadwell have become en-
sconced in the “dramatic canon of the 
American theater,” Dickey said, “and 
I don’t see this diminishing anytime 
soon.”

He said that as a playwright, 
Treadwell was notoriously “particu-
lar” when it came to dealing with 
directors and designers. 

“Theater is a collaborative art,” 

Dickey said. Treadwell was “the 
supreme artist. She didn’t often take 
counsel from others.”

In the early 1920s, Treadwell 
sued John Barrymore, the American 
theater icon, over the production of 
a play about Edgar Allen Poe. Bar-
rymore announced he was produc-
ing the play, written by his wife. 
Treadwell objected, saying it was 
based on a manuscript she had shared 
with him years earlier. She won in 
court but lost in the eyes of the public 
and among the Broadway profes-
sional community. 

The exception came with “Machi-
nal.” Treadwell worked with designer 
Robert Edmond Jones and direc-
tor Arthur Hopkins. The two were 
interested in the play because it broke 
ground for the new genre of psycho-
logical dramas. The action was “not 
explicit, more suggestive,” and often 
important action took place in the 

gaps in time between scenes.
“It led to tighter writing,” he said. 

“She always felt this was her master-
piece.”

Being a woman and a playwright 
in the first half of the 20th century 
made it very hard to be taken seri-
ously, and being difficult made it 
even harder, Dickey admitted. It 
didn’t help either that Treadwell was 
constantly revising her plays, he 
added, not usually making the plays 
any better.

“I think that (rewriting) worked 
against her in most cases.”

Dickey defended Treadwell and 
her approach to theater, especially 
as it compared to another talent at 
the time, Eugene O’Neill. “Some of 
(Broadway’s hostility) was because 
she was a woman,” Dickey said, 
adding that “O’Neill was notoriously 

SOPHIE continued from page 13

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of the University of Arizona

In 1917, Treadwell, left, went on a cross country tour with childhood friend Esther 
Barney. 

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of the University of Arizona

Treadwell’s husband, sportswriter Wil-
liam McGeehan, shown hunting here 
with world heavyweight boxing champ 
Gene Tunney in an undated photo. See SOPHIE on page 16
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Jerry Dickey

difficult to get along with,” but was tolerated. 
Treadwell’s final split with Broadway came in 

1941. She had written an autobiographical novel, 
“Hope for a Harvest,” following a visit to Egypt and 
the Far East in 1936. She wrote it into a play that 
opened in several East Coast cities in 1941. 

It explored, among other topics, the growing 
xenophobia in the country at the time.

Though it earned good reviews, when it appeared 
on Broadway, it was panned by critics. Following 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, theatergoing dropped 
dramatically, and the play closed after a run of only 
10 days.

Treadwell also suffered from a “debilitative but 
unspecified illness throughout her life,” Dickey said. 
It manifested through anxiety and stomach problems 
and was treated through visits to spas and clinics. 

It is what led her to settle in Tucson in 1965, 
Dickey said.

It was not, however, her first visit to Tucson. In 
New York, six years into her marriage to McGee-
han, Treadwell had a three-year affair with artist 
Maynard Dixon, who was also married at the time 
and had a daughter. The affair ended around 1919, 
after Dixon moved from New York to San Fran-
cisco. Dixon later moved to Tucson. After McGee-
han died in 1933, it’s likely that Treadwell would 
visit him in Tucson during her travels. Dixon died in 
1946.

Looking back on her marriage to McGeehan, a 
highly respected sportswriter from San Francisco, 
Dickey said the relationship between the two was 
likely one of “great companionship.” They were 
separated for lengths of time on various assign-
ments, but nothing suggests that the couple was 
unhappy. 

He believed she was 
in love with Dixon. 
There is no evidence 
that, even after Mc-
Geehan died, she ever 
found love again.

Dickey said she 
“was not overly 
happy” as a person and 
“was like that in her 
friendships as well.”

After Treadwell 
moved to New York 
in 1915, she joined 
a group of suffragettes known as the Lucy Stone 
League. It led her to taking up a separate residence 
from her husband and maintaining her own last 
name despite their marriage. She even participated 
in a 150-mile to the New York Legislature in Albany 
to deliver a petition on women’s suffrage. 

Some biographers suggest that Treadwell advo-
cated on behalf of sexual freedom and birth con-
trol. However, Dickey said, there is no suggestion 
in her private writings that Treadwell advocated 
for abortion or embraced the beliefs of Margaret 
Sanger. At the time, Sanger headed the Birth Control 
League, which eventually led to the establishment of 
Planned Parenthood. 

“There’s never anything she says at any time 
about abortion” in her private writings, Dickey 
said, adding that Lucy Stone was not a pro-abortion 
group.

While in New York, Treadwell became friends 
with art patrons Walter and Louise Arensberg, and in 
turn with other artists and activists including Marcel 
Duchamp, Robert Allerton Parker, Arthur Craven, 
Heywood Broun, Ruth Hale and Katherine Cornell. 

Dickey said Treadwell was much more widely 
known during her lifetime as a journalist, and 
specifically as a “stunt” journalist. It meant going 
undercover for assignments for weeks at a time to 
later resurface and write a series of stories on social 
issues. 

Dickey cited her 1914 series that ran in the San 
Francisco Bulletin called “An Outcast at the Chris-
tian Door.” She had posed as a homeless prostitute 
to see what kind of assistance she might receive 
from the various churches and benevolent societies. 

Opportunities like that and her other more widely 
known coverage of World War I informed the 
characters and circumstances she wrote about in her 
plays. 

Dickey said the closest Treadwell may have come 
to writing a character based on herself may have  
been a pair of characters from her 1925 play “O 
Nightingale.”

During a brief Broadway run, it featured a young 
actress named Helen Hayes. The play was a rare 
occasion where Treadwell, using the pseudonym 
Constance Eliot, played the role of an old, disillu-
sioned Russian dancer.

The dancer engages in conversations with a 
young girl who moves to New York full of opti-
mism and hope. “Those two characters portrayed 
equal sides of Treadwell herself,” Dickey said. 

For most of her life, Treadwell’s central goals 
was simply to work hard, he added.

As she neared death, Treadwell reportedly wrote 
the following: “Work is the greatest thing on earth, 
greater than love, greater than death. . . . Work is 
the product of time and energy - and time is the 
brother of death. Death is the reward for having 
lived.”

Tucson attorney pointed 
Sophie Treadwell toward 
the Diocese of Tucson

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

The missing link in the story of 
how journalist and playwright Sophie 
Treadwell’s production rights came to 
the Diocese of Tucson was restored 
when attorney J. Emery Barker called 
the Catholic Outlook Feb. 5.

Barker, 84, an attorney at Tucson’s 
Mesch, Clark and Rothschild law firm, 
recalled helping Treadwell find the 
right party to serve as the caretaker of 
her works.

“She was trying to figure out who 
should have the copyright for her 
plays,” he said. 

Treadwell had designated Betty 
Gegenheimer, wife of Albert F.  

Gegenheimer, chairman of the Univer-
sity of Arizona’s English department, 
as executrix of her estate. The U of A 
had been designated as the repository 
for all her works, a very sizeable collec-
tion, and Treadwell wanted to spread 
her wealth around. 

She told Barker she wanted the 
royalties from her plays to benefit 
Native American children. How did 
Treadwell, who followed no particular 
religion, work with Barker, a Lutheran, 
and ended up sending it to the Catholic 
diocese?

Barker said that about four decades 
ago, he was approached by a religious 
community engaged in a dispute with 
the bishop of Tucson. The community’s 
first attorney was Catholic and advised 
the sisters to simply follow the bishop’s 
order. The community’s leader was 
so upset, she called people she knew 
to recommend a non-Catholic lawyer, 

Barker recalled. He stepped in, negoti-
ated a settlement and has remained 
their attorney ever since.

His work apparently agreed with 
both the religious community and the 
Diocese. Barker subsequently handled 
other legal matters for the Diocese and 
the Catholic Foundation. Also, former 

Lutheran pastor and convert to Catholi-
cism Father Greg Adolf baptized some 
of Barker’s children before Father 
Adolf became a Catholic priest.

From those relationships, Barker 
said, he knew the church worked 
closely on the reservations with Native 
American children. When he ap-
proached Treadwell with this option as 
a possible beneficiary of her production 
rights, she didn’t need convincing. 

“She was a world traveler and she 
thought the Catholic Mass was beauti-
ful,” Barker said. She also knew the 
church was always helping the poor.

Another advantage to choosing 
the Diocese, Barker said, was that “it 
wasn’t going anywhere.” Groups dis-
solve and individuals die, which might 
lead to a later dispute over the royalties. 
“I just told her that I didn’t think the Di-
ocese of Tucson was going anywhere.”

The Treadwell estate and the amazing story of J. Emery Barker

J. Emery Barker

SOPHIE continued from page 15
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Como muchos de ustedes saben, 
los obispos de EE. UU. han estado 
viajando a Roma en grupos desde 
el pasado mes de noviembre para 
participar en las visitas ad limina 
con el Santo Padre y distintas ofici-
nas del Vaticano. La experiencia ad 
limina tiene una historia muy rica, 
y típicamente debía realizarse cada 
cinco años, pero con el aumento 
del número de diócesis y obispos 
actualmente el ciclo es de siete a 
ocho años. El propósito es que los 
obispos presenten al Vaticano in-
formes detallados sobre la situación 
de sus diócesis. En estas reuniones 
la finalidad es establecer un diálogo 
en el cual los obispos compartimos 
nuestra experiencia local con la 
Santa Sede, y el liderazgo del Vati-
cano expone una visión más univer-
sal. Un segundo y antiguo propósito 
de las visitas es un peregrinaje de 
oración. Los obispos deben visitar 
ciertos sitios sagrados y rezar por 
los pueblos de sus diócesis. Por 
último, pero de gran importancia, 
tiene lugar una visita de los obispos 
con el Santo Padre, que tradicio-
nalmente es el punto máximo de la 
visita. 

Arizona es parte de la Región 
13 (junto con Nuevo México, 
Colorado, Wyoming y Utah), y al 
comenzar la visita el lunes, 10 de 
febrero, 15 obispos representaban a 
nuestra región. No fue un comienzo 
bendito para mí, ya que contraje 
un virus estomacal, probablemente 
en el vuelo o durante el viaje. Es 
más, ¡el lunes me perdí la reunión 
de nuestro grupo con el papa Fran-
cisco! Pero 36 horas después estaba 
totalmente recuperado y me habían 
invitado a participar en la reunión 
de la Región 14 (Georgia y Florida) 

con el papa Francisco el jueves de 
esa misma semana. 

La reunión con el Papa fue ex-
traordinaria. Debido a una reunión 
previa con líderes sénior de la Igle-
sia Ortodoxa Rusa, el papa Francis-
co llegó 30 minutos tarde a nuestra 
cita. ¡Se disculpó mucho por haber-
nos hecho esperar! Luego pasó dos 
horas y media en generoso diálogo 
con nosotros. Claramente él estaba 
tan interesado en escucharnos a no-
sotros, como nosotros en escucharlo 
a él. Varios obispos comentaron 
que después de que había pasado el 
asombro inicial de encontrarse en 
presencia del Papa, la reunión había 
tenido todo el aire de un sencillo 
encuentro de hermanos dialogando 
sobre nuestra amada fe e Iglesia. 
Una paradoja interna y bendita del 
Papa le infunde un entendimiento 
saludable y apropiado de su rol es-
encial como Vicario de Cristo, y le 
permite equilibrar la solemnidad de 

ese llamado con un espíritu mara-
villosamente humilde que emana 
fraternidad a los hermanos obispos 
que lo visitan en su casa. He recibi-
do muchas bendiciones en el curso 
de mi ministerio, pero sospecho que 
pocas podrán compararse con la 
gracia que sentí durante esas horas. 
La reunión se extendió más allá de 
la hora de nuestro almuerzo, y del 
almuerzo del Santo Padre, pero es-
taba claro que él no iba escatimar el 

tiempo destinado a la visita con él. 
Al acercarse el final de la reunión, 
él parecía vacilar al despedirse de 
nosotros. ¡Qué jubiloso encuentro 
con el Sucesor de San Pedro! 

Algunos tendrán curiosidad sobre 
lo que hablamos. Debido a que por 
parte del papa Francisco las conver-

saciones no estaban planificadas —
para que nosotros las guiáramos— 
cambiábamos bastante de tema. 
El día antes de nuestra reunión él 
acababa de emitir un documento 
sobre el Sínodo Amazónico. El 
Papa señaló que los medios estaban 
muy interesados en el hecho de que 
él no pidiera la ordenación —en 
circunstancias muy especiales— de 
hombres mayores casados, idóneos 
y reconocidos (Viri Probati) para 
que en esas zonas excepcional-
mente remotas que actualmente 
solo ven a un sacerdote una vez al 
año, las personas puedan recibir la 
Eucaristía y otros sacramentos con 
mayor frecuencia. Mi impresión fue 
que él se sentía triste de que esta 
conversación más bien incidental 
sobre contar con sacerdotes casados 
para instancias extremas (que ya 
tenemos en otras circunstancias) 
se hubiese convertido en el punto 
central de la cobertura mediática y 
el interés internacional. Al tratar el 
tema brevemente con nosotros, él 

expresó que durante en Sínodo le 
pareció discernir con los demás que 
el Espíritu Santo no estaba movién-
dose en la dirección de ordenar Viri 
Probati y que no era el momento 
para hablar del asunto. No obstante, 
este único tema parecía restarle 
atención al enfoque e importancia 
reales del Sínodo: el hecho de que 
millones de fieles merecen una at-
ención pastoral mucho más amplia, 
y que los pulmones del mundo (la 
Amazonía) se incendian y ponen en 
riesgo el bienestar de nuestro pla-
neta para las generaciones futuras. 

Además, se trataron muchos 
otros temas: mejor evangelización 
y testimonio para nuestros jóvenes; 
la manera en que la secularización 
(un estilo de vida que no incluye 
ninguna relación con Dios) está 
erosionando la verdadera digni-
dad de la humanidad y la dignidad 
inherente en cada ser humano; la 
crisis humana de la inmigración y 
sus causas arraigadas en el hambre, 
la violencia, la pobreza extrema y 
el cambio climático; y el temible 
ascenso del nacionalismo, que 
niega la humanidad de quienes 
no son parte de nuestra etnia, no 
hablan nuestro idioma o no com-
parten nuestra religión o cultura. Al 
final de nuestras discusiones uno 
de los obispos preguntó sobre el 
excardenal Theodore McCarrick. 
El Papa señaló que se sigue estudi-
ando el caso detenidamente y que 
muy pronto se publicará el informe. 
El asunto ha causado una herida 
profunda en nuestra Iglesia y yo 
creo que los obispos, junto con el 
papa Francisco, están ansiosos por 
arrojar luz sobre los hechos. Lo que

Declaración del obispo sobre la visita ad limina

La reunión con el Papa fue extraordinaria. Debido 
a una reunión previa con líderes sénior de la Iglesia 
Ortodoxa Rusa, el papa Francisco llegó 30 minutos 

tarde a nuestra cita. ¡Se disculpó mucho por habernos 
hecho esperar! 
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En documento, papa pide acción basada en conversión de corazón
Por CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO - Como tantos 
de los principales documentos y enseñanzas del 
papa Francisco, su exhortación apostólica sobre 
la Amazonia se basa en un llamado a la conver-
sión - una nueva forma de ver, pensar y hacer.

“Es necesario indignarse”, escribió, subray-
ando su preocupación porque el mundo se ha 
vuelto demasiado indiferente, demasiado insen-
sible o demasiado escéptico sobre lo que le está 
ocurriendo al medioambiente, al mundo y la 
gente en él.

En su exhortación apostólica “Querida Ama-
zonia”, el papa Francisco insta a las personas a 
reconocer cuánta injusticia y crueldad ha tenido 
lugar en la región amazónica y suplicó para que 
se ponga atención a “formas también actuales de 
explotación humana, de atropello y de muerte”.

Siguiendo los pasos de “Alabado Seas” 
(“Laudato Si’“), su encíclica del 2015 sobre el 
medioambiente, el papa dijo que la gente debe 
enfocarse en la Amazonia consciente de que 
“todo está conectado”, lo cual significa que no 
se puede separar el cuidado de las personas del 
cuidado de los ecosistemas.

En el documento, difundido el 12 de febrero, 
le pidió a los líderes políticos y gobiernos en 
la región de la Amazonia que tomen más se-
riamente su responsabilidad de preservar el 
medioambiente y los recursos y de proteger los 
derechos y culturas de todos sus ciudadanos.

Una sugerencia inusual que el papa 
Francisco hizo en el documento fue 
que la gente recurra a la poesía y lea 
los cuentos sobre la Amazonia para 
descubrir cuán única es la región y sen-
tir más profundamente su importancia.

“Estos poetas, contemplativos y 
proféticos, nos ayudan a liberarnos del 
paradigma tecnocrático y consumista 
que destroza la naturaleza y que nos 
deja sin una existencia realmente 
digna”, dijo.

La poesía ayuda a darle voz a la 
belleza y al dolor --dijo-- y debe ayu-
dar a que la gente advierta lo que está 
bajo amenaza.

Se necesita reflexionar para alcanzar 
la verdadera conversión que se necesita 
para escuchar y responder al grito de 
la gente de esa región y al grito de la 
tierra --dijo--. “Aprendiendo de los 
pueblos originarios podemos contem-
plar la Amazonia y no sólo analizarla, 
para reconocer ese misterio precioso que nos 
supera”.

“Podemos amarla y no sólo utilizarla, para 
que el amor despierte un interés hondo y since-
ro”, escribió. “Podemos sentirnos íntimamente 
unidos a ella y no sólo defenderla, y entonces la 
Amazonia se volverá nuestra como una madre”.

La clave para todos los llamamientos del papa 
Francisco en el documento dice que “el mundo 

no se contempla desde fuera sino desde dentro, 
reconociendo los lazos con los que el Padre nos 
ha unido a todos los seres”.

“No habrá una ecología sana y sustentable, 
capaz de transformar algo, si no cambian las 
personas, si no se las estimula a optar por otro 
estilo de vida, menos voraz, más sereno, más 
respetuoso, menos ansioso, más fraterno”, dijo 
el papa.

Catholic Outlook foto por Bruno Kelly, Reuters

Colaboradores en un proyecto de mamíferos acuáticos, capturan un 
delfín del río Amazonas, también conocido como un delfín rosado 
de río, el 19 de enero del 2020 en la Reserva de Desarrollo Sustent-
able Mamirauá del Amazonas en Uarini, Brasil. El Vaticano difundió 
el 12 de febrero la exhortación apostólica postsinodal del papa 
Francisco: “Querida Amazonia”. 

podría ser problemático es el hecho 
de que la vida del excardenal era 
bastante compleja: fue obispo en 
varias diócesis, era muy conocido 
por sus numerosas actuaciones 
diplomáticas, tanto formales como 
informales, en todo el mundo, 
participó en ministerios y obras de 
caridad nacionales e internaciona-
les, y trató con gente en una mul-
titud de entornos y situaciones. No 

tiene sentido pensar que en alguna 
oficina hay un expediente único 
y simple. Analizar toda la infor-
mación es un trabajo increíblemente 
complejo, y mi presentimiento es 
que la Santa Sede quiere redactar 
un informe que, cuando finalmente 
se publique, sea completo y cor-
recto. 

Si bien el encuentro con el Santo 
Padre fue la cumbre de la visita ad 

limina, también disfrutamos de las 
Misas tradicionales en las cuatro 
basílicas principales: San Pedro, 
Santa María la Mayor, San Juan de 
Letrán y San Pablo Extramuros. 
Fue en esos cuatro grandes centros 
de la fe que los obispos rezamos 
juntos, celebrando Misa; pero tam-
bién hicimos una pausa de oración 
personal por las personas a quienes 
servimos. El resto de los días trans-
currieron mayormente en distintas 
oficinas de la Santa Sede en reunio-
nes cordiales e informativas. 

Al escribir estas palabras me 
preparo para regresar a casa. Por 
maravilloso que haya sido este 
peregrinaje, sin duda será bueno 
estar de regreso entre ustedes. Nada 
me hace sentir más humildad ni me 
da más alegría que cuando alguien 
me mira y me dice con total sin-
ceridad, “Monseñor, estoy rezando 
por usted”. Permítanme decirles 
que sentí el poder de ese apoyo y de 
esas oraciones solidarias. Me siento 
maravillosamente renovado, a pesar 

de un viaje internacional ajetreado 
que comenzó con un virus, y estoy 
listo para reintegrarme de lleno en 
el ministerio al cual he sido lla-
mado. 

Cierro esta reflexión pidiéndoles 
que recen conmigo por causas que 
el papa Francisco nos encomendó a 
los obispos para que rezáramos: por 
los pobres, los enfermos y los ham-
brientos; por aquellos cuya vida 
se ve amenazada o despojada de 
valor, especialmente los no nacidos, 
los reclusos y los moribundos; por 
quienes no tienen hogar, especial-
mente los inmigrantes, migrantes 
y refugiados; por los jóvenes del 
mundo, a quienes tan a menudo en-
contramos viviendo sin esperanza, 
o con miedo al futuro; y por los 
obispos, hombres comunes y peca-
dores que en todos los tiempos son 
llamados a ser profetas de la miseri-
cordia y el amor redentor de Dios. 

+Edward J. Weisenburger 
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