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Newspaper reader survey results reveal 
some clues for improvement — see page 10

A living faith
History, faith and culture come together at two venerable parishes — see page 9 

Extra! Extra!
Changes in 

newspaper ahead
— see page 2

A living faith
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Save  
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Friday, May 5, 2017

Building a Living Church – Across the Years 

Cornerstone GalaCornerstone Gala
36th Annual Location:  JW Marriott Tucson 

Starr Pass Resort & Spa 

Date: Friday, May 5, 2017

Time:  6:00 – Silent Auction & Cocktail Hour 
7:00 – Dinner & Program    
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U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PERMIT NO. 1256

Please join the 
Catholic Foundation 

for the Diocese of Tucson

64 E. Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85701

For further information or for sponsorship opportunities, 
contact: Teresa Moreno 
Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Tucson 
Ph (520) 838-2525 | Fax (520) 838-2585
E-mail: tmoreno@diocesetucson.org

Msgr. Jeremiah McCarthy, the Vicar General for 
this diocese, recently repeated a famous quotation 
from John Henry Cardinal Newman during a staff 
meeting at the Diocese Pastoral Center:

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have 
changed often.”

Monsignor was referring to the Pastoral Center’s 
relocation from 111 S. Church Ave. to our interim 
offices at 64 E. Broadway.

It was not a big move in distance, about three 
blocks, but the amount of change it involved was 
tremendous. Employees in each department went 
through decades of stored items, winnowing them 
down to the essentials, in preparation for the new 
offices that have less space. Everyone had to juggle 
events and ministries and their every day jobs 
as their working world was put into temporary 
shambles. Operations and materials were evaluated 
and changed as needed.

It was no fun at the time, but now, as everyone has 
become settled, it is clear that the cleaning, clearing 
and change have yielded great results.

So it is with our Catholic newspaper.
Readers hopefully will notice many changes made 

to this first edition of 2017. The paper’s size and 
layout are different. 

In response to a recent reader survey completed 
in the last months of 2016 and after a fair amount 
of planning by the Communications Department, 
the newspaper has evolved with new ideas, new 
concepts and a new name.

The very first newspaper for the Diocese was 
called The Arizona Register. The name came and 
went over the years. Some of our readers may 
remember the newspaper’s other identities: Arizona 

Catholic Lifetime, and Catholic Today. The newspaper 
was for a year, delivered as a monthly supplement in 
a local newspaper. There also were times where there 
was no newspaper. 

Late in Bishop Manuel D. Moreno’s tenure, the 
Presbyteral Council of the Diocese named the 
newspaper The Vision. Following the Chapter 11 re-
organization of the Diocese in 2005, the paper was 
re-named again, this time as The New Vision to reflect 
the era of the Diocese under the reorganization plan.

That brings us to today. This month we introduce 
the Catholic Outlook, a name intended to incorporate 
the much-needed reference to the Catholic faith 
in the newspaper’s identity. Since the Diocese is 
spread across 43,000 miles and several counties, 
the goal was to find a name to encompass all of 
the communities and areas served across the 
southeastern and southwestern areas of the Diocese.

We retained an image of the mission in the 
masthead, as that does reflect the look and the 
history of so many of the parishes in the Diocese.

Other changes have been made to stagger the 
appearance of columns from monthly to six times a 
year; to expand parish coverage, and to include more 
detailed, in-depth national stories about the Catholic 
Church. It is hoped the changes will encourage more 
readership.

The results of the survey mentioned earlier can be 
found in a story on page 10.

The Diocese welcomes comments and suggestions 
about the changes being made to the Catholic 
Outlook. Please e-mail, Steff Koeneman, Director of 
Communications, at skoeneman@diocesetucson.org 
with your thoughts. 

Photo by Jessica Caraballo

A much-storied building comes down.  
Above, the St. Augustine Cathedral 

Parish Hall is being dismantled as part 
of the Diocese of Tucson’s Cathedral 
Square plan. The hall, constructed in 

1916, is being removed to make room for 
a permanent Pastoral and Educational 

Resource Center that will eventually house 
the Diocesan offices, now working out of 

a nearby building, and a well-equipped 
conference and education center. The new 
building is expected to be four stories tall 

and completed in two years or so after 
construction begins. The center also will 
house space and resources not currently 

available in other diocese buildings, such as 
large meeting areas.

Extra! Extra! Changes in newspaper ahead
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Sharers in Ministry

We o� er:
• Level One (L1) and Two (L2) 
 certi� cation classes for teachers 
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and 
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to � t the 
 needs of your faith community

� e Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

JANUARY 2017 - JMT EVENTS
1/7 8:30 a.m. L1-1: Mor Prin & For of Con, L1-2: Soc Miss, L1-3: Prayer (St. John Neumann, Yuma) 
1/7 8:30 a.m. L1-1: Prayer L1-2: Intro to Bible L1-3: Intro to OT (St. Anthony, Casa Grande)
1/9 2 p.m. L2: Boundaries & Healthy Relationships (Four Points)
1/10, 1/17, 1/24, & 1/31 6 p.m. L2:Morality & Social Mission (JMT Center)
1/21 9 a.m. L1-1: Intro to OT, L1-2: Intro to NT, L1-3: Creed L1-4: Per of Jesus (JMT Center)
1/24 6 p.m. Laudato Si’ English/Spanish (St. Cyril)
1/25 1 p.m. L1: TBD 2 classes (Sacred Heart, Nogales)
1/26 1:45 p.m. L1:CST - Person of Jesus (St. John)
1/27 1:30 p.m. CST - Intro NT (OMOS)
 1:30 p.m. L1: TBA (St. Ambrose)
1/28 8:30 a.m. L1-1: Prayer, L1-2: Intro to Bible, L1-3: Intro to OT (St. Patrick, Bisbee)
1/29 11:30 a.m. L1:Soc Miss.(Christ the King-DMAFB)
1/31 6 p.m. Laudato Si’ English/Spanish (St. Cyril)
2/3 5:15 p.m. L1- 1: Sprit of the Ordin, L1-2: Sac of Init: Bap & Conf-(St. Rose, Safford)
2/4 8:30 a.m. L1- 1: Sac of Init: Euch L1-2: Mor Princ & Form L1-3: Soc Miss (St. Rose, Safford)

Save the Date: Feb. 19, 2017 - “Alive in the Savior” Event

Healing the Pain of Abortion One Weekend at a Time
Abortion Hurts

Eating Disorders, Depression, Guilt, Emotional Numbness, 
Lowered Self-Esteem, Drug and Alcohol Abuse,  

Suicidal Urges, Aniexty/Panic Attacks, 
 Difficulty with relationships,  

Inability to forgive self or others...

You Are Not Alone!

Call Rachel - (520) 743-6777

“Live Chat” go online to 
www.rachelsvineyardtucson.org

For Registration - email Gail at
rachelsvineyardtucson@cox.net

Weekend Healing Retreats are open to all 

who have been hurt by abortion.

Scholarships are available

“...this weekend  
literally saved  

my life.”

A Shepherd guides his Flock
Tuesdays: Jan. 23, 31 and Feb. 7, at St. Cyril 

of Alexandria Parish, 4725 E. Pima St.

In collaboration with The 
Jordan Ministry Team, St. Cyril of 
Alexandria Parish is hosting a series 
on Pope Francis’ writings.

The next series will focus on 
Francis’ encyclical On Care of Our 
Common Home. The three sessions 
will be on Tuesdays from 6 p.m. 
to 8:15 p.m. Presentations will 
be offered both in English and in 
Spanish. Sessions begin in Dougherty 
Hall; a free-will offering will be taken 
up to cover program costs.

Alienated Catholics  
Anonymous Series

Six Mondays, beginning Monday, Jan. 2 at 
7 p.m., at Our Mother of Sorrows Parish, 

1800 S. Kolb Rd.

Inactive? Hurt? Angry? Alienated 
from God or the Church? Seeking 
peace?

Come to the six-part after-Christmas 
Alienated Catholics Anonymous series 
at Our Mother of Sorrows Parish. 

The series focus is on God’s 
Mercy, and will involve informal 
sharing, reflections from Catholics 
recently returned to full and active 
participation in their faith. It will also 
serve as an update on faith and on 
what Catholics believe. In addition, 
the series will address the needs of 
those who have entered into non-
sacramental marriages and where 
there exists conflicts between their 
closest relationships and their Church. 
Pre-registration is encouraged, but not 
required. Call (520) 747-1321. No fee.

Circle of Life Journey 
Sunday afternoons, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
beginning Jan. 15 through March 26, at St. 
Frances Cabrini Parish, 3201 E. Presidio Rd.

The Circle of Life Journey Program 
is based on a series of Catholic 
Update articles (offered by Ligouri 
Publications) that cover the full 
spectrum of life issues from “womb 
to tomb” using the perspective of a “A 
Consistent Ethic of Life.” 

The Catholic Update: A Consistent 
Ethic of Life by Kenneth R. Overberg, 
S.J. starts out the series to initiate 
our journey of discovery, prayer, and 
reflection as together we seek to grow 
toward a deeper respect for life in all 
its seasons. 

Participants will be invited to make 
a commitment to complete the entire 
journey covering all 11 topics. For 
those who may be absent due to travel 
or other reasons, a process has been 
established to make up for missed 
sessions by obtaining copies of specific 
Updates. Other materials for each 
session will be available by visiting 
the Circle of Life Journey’s website: 
CircleOfLifeJourney.org 

Those who complete the entire 
Circle of Life Journey will be 
commissioned and “sent forth” in a 
special rite at the end of the program. 

Advance registration for the 
program is required. To register, please 
contact Cathy Kent at St. Frances 
Cabrini Parish. Email Cathy at: cathy_
kent@aol.com or leave a message for 
her at: (520) 318-9198. A program fee 
of $10 is requested to cover the cost of 
materials.

DIOCESE EVENTS

Annual Catholic Appeal
The Annual Catholic Appeal provides the base funding for many of the 

ministries supported by the Diocese of Tucson. This year’s Appeal, with 
the theme, “With your help, we work wonders” will be announced on the 
weekend of Feb. 4-5, A video on the appeal will take place the weekend 
of Feb. 11-12, and Commitment Sunday, where parishioners around the 
Diocese are asked to make pledges or contributions to the Appeal, takes 
place Feb. 18-19.

Each parish is asked to contribute its share toward the diocesan goal of 
$3.85 million.

By mid-December 2016, just 13,843 donors — a fraction of the number 
of registered Catholics in the Diocese of over 350,000 Catholics — 
contributed nearly $3.795 million to the Annual Catholic Appeal.

This year, the Foundation also is asking parishes to increase the level of 
parishioner participation by at least 10 percent at each parish, or to a total 
of at least 15,683 people. 

Call the Catholic Foundation at (520) 838-2505 or visit cathfnd.org for 
more information.

March for Life 2017
Jan. 21, St. Augustine Cathedral, 192 South Stone Avenue, Mass and walk

Mass at St. Augustine Cathedral begins at 9 a.m. The march is expected 
to begin at the Cathedral at 10:30 a.m. and finishes at Holy Hope Cemetery 
(distance of 3.9 miles), where a memorial service and Rose Ceremony will 
take place.

Twilight Evening of Prayer for Women discerning religious life
Thursday, Jan. 26, 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Join with other women considering the possibility of religious life. The 
evening includes a light dinner and time for group and personal prayer. 
For more information, contact Sister Jeanne Bartholomeaux, S.C., Vicar for 
Religious, at jbartholomeaux@diocesetucson.org or call (520) 838-2524.

Anza Trek Catholic Scouting
Saturday, Jan. 28, Tumacacori National Historical Park

A retreat hosted by the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting that 
represents all involved in scouting - Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and American 
Heritage Girls. Spend the day hiking the Historic Trail reflecting on and 
learning about the faith. Scouts will be picking up trash along the trail as a 
service project. The Trek will finish at the Mission at Tumacacori.

Mass will be celebrated in the late afternoon shadows of the Mission. 
Cost: $15.00 per scout/person - T-shirts available for $12 each. For more 

information please Contact Pam Xeele at (520) 668-4882; trekmaster2@
comcast.net. Registration required. 

PIMA EAST VICARIATE PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE
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I am sure you missed the last two months of our 
diocesan newspaper. I did. 

Well, we are back after that short hiatus. Over 
these months our Communications Department has 
been digesting the comments and suggestions of 
those who responded to our reader survey on ways 
to improve and enhance the newspaper. We also are 
conducting a search for a new editor for the paper.

We have a very loyal readership and your 
thoughtful and helpful recommendations are 
reflected in this first edition for 2017. Our 
Communications Director, Steff Koeneman, hopes 
to announce a new editor soon.

In this first publication of the new year, I want to 
offer some of my thoughts and priorities for 2017. 

First: The Year 2017 will be the year in which 
Pope Francis names the seventh bishop for our 
diocese. While we do not yet know his name, I will 
be joining you in prayer that the Spirit send us a 
loving shepherd that will listen to his people, walk 
with them and attend to their spiritual well-being. I 
pray that bishop will work collaboratively with the 
priests, deacons, religious and laity of the Diocese 
to further the mission of the Church. 

When his name is announced, I know our 
community will welcome him with open arms and, 
as I experienced when I joined this diocese, he will 
quickly come to know what a blessing he has been 
given.

Here is the prayer I will be saying during the 
next few months and I invite you to join with me 
in calling upon the Holy Spirit for guidance by our 
Holy Father in appointing our next bishop:

Holy Spirit come down with your wisdom and 
counsel to guide our Holy Father Francis in his 
appointment of the seventh bishop to serve the 
Diocese of Tucson. 

May our new bishop be a true shepherd who 
deeply loves his people and serves them faithfully. 
May he be someone who shows mercy to those 
who struggle and kindness to all. 

May he be a missionary who gives witness to 
what it means to be a disciple of Christ. May he 
have a love for the unborn, the poor, the sick, the 
migrant, those homeless or in prison. 

May he be a collaborative coworker serving 
alongside our priests, religious, deacons and laity 
who make up the Body of Christ. 

Holy Spirit come down to enrich our diocese 
with a new pastor who knows what it means to 
serve, who will inspire all of us to care for one 
another, to support each other and to send us out 
to invite others to come to know the Lord. 

Holy Spirit come down to give us a bishop who 
listens, who leads and who lives faith.

We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
Second: I want us to continue to build a culture 

of vocations throughout the Diocese in which all of 
us identify, encourage and support young men and 
women who might consider serving as priests or 
religious. 

We are blessed with many deacons and lay 
ministers whose service renders much good 
and who work alongside priests and religious 
throughout our diocese. Still, we lack sufficient 
numbers of priests and religious to serve the 78 
parishes and many missions active in our 43,000 
square mile diocese. I ask that 2017 be a time in 
which we pray fervently for vocations and actively 
seek out those the Lord might be calling. In June 
our diocese will celebrate the ordination of two new 
priests, Callistus Iyorember and Martin Moreno, 
along with the ordination of 20 permanent deacons 
from 12 parishes and the certification of 13 lay 
ecclesial ministers from seven parishes. We also 

anticipate the ordination of two transitory deacons, 
John Gonzalez and Thomas Quirk, who will, God 
willing, become priests in 2018. There is much to 
celebrate.

Third: As we welcome our new President, 
Donald Trump, we pray for his success as he leads 
our nation. We commit as Catholics to continue 
to be involved in political activity and advocacy 
on behalf of those issues that flow from our core 
principle of the dignity of all human life from 
conception to natural death. Neither of our political 
parties fully upholds the gamut of issues important 
to us as Church. 

While the United States’ new administration 
purports to protect the unborn and uphold religious 
freedom, there are lingering concerns about the 
care of the environment, attention to the needs of 
the poor and the plight of immigrants and refugees. 
I hope in our diocesan communities throughout 
Arizona we will continue to oppose any proposed 

legislation or policies that could be harmful in these 
areas — just as we have challenged the previous 
administration on policies that disregard the 
rights of the unborn or that attempted to force the 
Church to engage in activity contrary to our values 
and teachings. It is important in 2017 that we stay 
informed and involved.

Fourth: Nationwide, we are preparing for the 
Fifth Encuentro in 2018. This gathering will engage 
all of us in an effort to enliven our Church. The 
previous four Encuentros focused on the Latino 
community and how to integrate Latinos into 
the life of the Church in our country. This Fifth 
Encuentro reaches out to all Catholics in our 
diocese to engage each of us in conversation and 
dialogue on how we might become missionary 
disciples: disciples who have encountered Jesus 
Christ and missionaries who strive to bring Christ 
to others. This year there will be parish-based 
discussions leading to a diocesan wide gathering 
during which we will be engaged in conversation 
about becoming a vibrant church that embraces all. 
The process will culminate in 2018 with regional 
gatherings and conclude with a national assembly 
that will propose recommendations for the 
realization of our call to be missionary disciples.

Fifth: We expect to make progress in the 
revitalization and beautification of our Cathedral 
Square. This year, the Foundation for Senior Living 
(FSL) will begin work on the restoration of the 
historic Marist College that is now over 100 years 

old. The Marist building will become a community 
center for low-income seniors and will include 
eight senior housing apartments. During 2017 our 
former Pastoral Center at 111 S. Church will be 
torn down and will make way for construction of 
a new seven story low-income senior apartment 
building to accompany the Marist building under 
the Foundation for Senior Living. All this will be 
done without any diocesan funds. Marist College 
will remain the property of the Cathedral, but 
operated through a long term lease to FS, which 
bought the former Pastoral Center property. 
These new facilities will be of great benefit to our 
community.

As you know, Our Lady’s Chapel, now 100 
years old, has been beautifully restored. If you 
have not yet seen it, I hope you will stop by for a 
visit and a prayer. All that have seen it marvel at 
the beautiful renovation rendered by John Alan, 
the artist charged with the design of its interior. 

A compass for charting 
the Year 2017: A vibrant 
welcoming Church for all

“
2017 WILL BE THE YEAR IN WHICH POPE FRANCIS NAMES THE 

SEVENTH BISHOP FOR OUR DIOCESE. WHILE WE DO NOT YET KNOW 
HIS NAME, I WILL BE JOINING YOU IN PRAYER THAT THE SPIRIT SEND 

US A LOVING SHEPHERD THAT WILL LISTEN TO HIS PEOPLE, WALK 
WITH THEM AND ATTEND TO THEIR SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING.”

— BISHOP GERALD KICANAS
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1-3 Region XIII Bishops’ Retreat,  
 Redemptorist Renewal Center

4-7 Cardinal Joseph Tobin’ Installation, Newark, NJ

8 9:00 a.m., Diaconate Ordination, Bro.  
 To-Kha Hoang, CSsR, Our Lady of La Vang

11-13  Speaker, Cathedral Ministry Conference,  
 Santa Fe, NM

14 10:00 a.m., Mass, St. Anthony of Padua,  
 Casa Grande

15 9:30 a.m., Mass, Sacred Heart Parish, Wilcox
 4:00 p.m., Mass, Dinner,  

 Knights of Columbus, Skyline Country Club

19 8:00 a.m., Department Directors’ Meeting

19 2:00 p.m., Notre Dame ACE Academies’ Board  
 Meeting, St. John the Evangelist School

20 2:00 p.m., Kino Border Initiative Board Meeting

21 9:00 a.m., Mass, March for Life,  
 St. Augustine Cathedral

 1:00 p.m., Observance of the 500th  
 Anniversary of the Reformation,  
 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

22 11:30 a.m., Closing Mass, Vine of Grace Retreat, 
 Tucson Convention Center 

23 10:30 a.m., Presbyteral Council Meeting

24 7:30 a.m., Diocesan Finance Council, Archives

24-26  Recently Ordained Mentoring Program,  
 Redemptorist Renewal Center

26 4:00 p.m., Mass, Marian Movement,  
 Our Lady’s Chapel

27 11:30 a.m., Catholic Foundation Board Meeting

28 6:00 p.m., CCS Family Matters Dinner,  
 El Conquistador

29 10:00 a.m., Mass, Asian New Year,  
 Our Lady of La Vang

 12:00 p.m., Sr. Jose Women’s Center Luncheon, 
 Westward Look

30 8:15 a.m., School Mass, St. John the Evangelist

31 Arizona Catholic Conference, Diocese of Phoenix

Bishop’s Calendar — January 2017

It is being used for the Cathedral’s daily Masses 
as well as weddings and quincineras, and many 
people have made reservations for the use of the 
chapel. Demolition of Cathedral Hall has begun as 
the first step for the construction of a new four-
story building that will contain an education and 
conference center so needed by the Diocese as well 
as meeting spaces and offices for the Cathedral and 
the Pastoral Center.

I have been inspired and humbled by the 
generosity of so many who have sacrificed to make 
this new needed education/conference center and 
the offices and meeting spaces a reality. I hope 
to talk with many others throughout the Diocese 
to seek their help in realizing 
this needed enhancement of our 
Cathedral Square.

Sixth: As a diocese we must 
continue to be vigilant in providing 
safe environments for our children 
and vulnerable adults. We have 
worked hard over the last few years 
to restore trust by seeing to it that 
our parishes and schools are in full 
compliance with diocesan policy 
covering the protection of children 
and vulnerable adults. This involved 
screening of all paid staff and 
volunteers, including fingerprinting 
and background checks as well as 
the education and training of priests, 
deacons, religious and laity serving 
in the Diocese on best practices for 
safety at parishes, schools and during 
ministry programs. While we have implemented 
these protocols for a long time, we cannot let down 
our guard and must stay attentive and responsible to 
protection. This remains one of our first priorities. 

Seventh: We will continue to operate our 
Catholic Schools as one of the most effective ways 
of handing on the faith to the next generation. Over 
the past few years Catholic School enrollment has 
gone up. Much of this is due to the hard work of our 
school personnel, especially our diocesan school 

office and our principals, in marketing our schools. 
The availability of Arizona funds to assist families 
in paying the tuition costs of Catholic School 
education also has helped boost enrollment.

Even though Catholic School enrollment is 
increasing, the majority of young people in our 
diocese most likely will not attend a Catholic school. 
We need to continue our efforts to strengthen 
our religious education programs so that we have 
trained our Catholic community in the faith as well 
as possible.

Eigth: I hope our far-flung diocese covering over 
43,000 square miles will come to be more united 
and that we can improve communication between 

parishes and the Diocese as well as 
between parishes. I hope too we can 
make our parishes more hospitable 
in reaching out to parishioners. 
Already much is being done to 
enhance communication, more is 
needed. 

I pray that all of our pastors and 
pastoral administrators will seek 
ways to bring their congregations to 
diocesan gatherings so their people 
will experience the universality of 
the Church as larger than their own 
parish. 

A significant transformation 
takes place in individuals and 
groups when people engage 
with other Catholics from the 
various communities that make 
up our diocese. I have seen this 

transformation take place for our teenagers when 
they attend Youth Fest.

This transformation — a sense of belonging, of 
empowerment and commitment toward a cause 
or activity — also takes place when our boards of 
directors, our compliance officers, our directors 
of religious education or our youth ministers or 
those celebrating special wedding anniversaries 
or at the Rosary Celebration or any of the other 
opportunities for our Catholics to come together.

Great accomplishments take place when this 
transformation takes place, and we often find that 
more people become involved when our parishes 
publicize diocesan gatherings in their bulletins and 
announcements, and when pastors and pastoral 
administrators see the value of their parish’s 
participation and actively encourage them to attend 
diocesan events from the pulpit or through personal 
invitation.

Ninth: I would like our parishes to reach out to 
those Catholics who no longer or seldom come to 
church. We all meet people who tell us they were 
baptized Catholic or they went to a Catholic School 
but they are no longer practicing. This year I hope 
we will go out of our way to make our parishes, 
schools and Catholic institutions welcoming and 
hospitable places. This might begin by each of us 
looking at how we answer phones, how we greet 
people who come to our door, how timely and 
openly we respond to people’s requests, especially 
for the sacraments. 

I hope we will reach out and invite people to 
come back home. This might involve visiting 
homes, encouraging parishioners to engage their 
neighbors or members of their families who 
have drifted away. People could also make use of 
programs like Catholics Returning Home or other 
efforts like those that happen at Our Mother of 
Sorrows, St. Cyril’s and other parishes. 

Finally, I want our diocese to be the field hospital 
that Pope Francis calls us to be. That means that all 
of us are concerned for those living on the margins. 
We are visiting and serving people in prisons. We 
are caring for those who are sick and in hospitals, 
nursing homes and hospice. We are aware of the 
poor and homeless and supporting them in their 
desire to get ahead. 

These are some of my hopes as we enter this year 
of transition for our diocese. Together we can make 
progress happen in all these priorities. 

Most especially, my thought as we enter 2017 
is my gratitude for the privilege of serving this 
wonderful diocese over 15 years. My life and 
ministry have been blessed.

“I WOULD LIKE 
OUR PARISHES 

TO REACH 
OUT TO THOSE 

CATHOLICS WHO 
NO LONGER OR 
SELDOM COME 
TO CHURCH.”

— BISHOP KICANAS
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Contribution limits raised 
to $2,173* and $1,087*!
Contribution limits raised 
to $2,173* and $1,087*!

The Arizona Tuition Tax Credit program allows you to make a contribution to CTSO with money you would have 
to pay in state taxes anyway. The dollar-for-dollar tax credit you receive means it actually costs you nothing at all to 
help deserving students that really need your help!

Your contribution to CTSO helps deserving students receive a quality education that emphasizes excellent 
teaching, a supportive learning environment, academic achievement, and faith-� lled values. You can request that 
your contribution go to a particular school or into the general fund, either way, your tax dollarswill stay in Arizona. 
Most importantly, you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing that you are changing a child’s life with the gift of an 
oustanding Catholic education.

For more information, contact any of the CTSO schools or call us at (520) 838-2558 or mail your check to 
PO Box 14467, Tucson, Arizona 85732. For online giving, please visit www.ctso-tucson.org  

You can help our deserving students more than ever
. . . and it will still cost you nothing at all!

*Arizona now allows contributions up to $2,173 for a couple � ling jointly and $1,087 for an individual as 
long as it does not exceed your taxability. Contributions made in 2016 and up to April 15, 2017 may qualify 
for tax credits on your 2016 return. Contributions made before December 31, 2016 may qualify for deductions 
on your 2016 Federal tax return. School Tuition Organizations cannot award, restrict or reserve scholarships 
solely based on a donor’s recommendation. Taxpayers may not claim a tax credit if the taxpayer agrees to swap 
dontaions with another taxpayer to bene� t either taxpayer’s own dependant. 

You can help our deserving students more than ever

www.ctso-tucson.org

Father Clement Agamba, pastor at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Benson, 
passed away Dec. 3 after a brief illness. 
He was 54.

A memorial was held at St. 
Augustine Cathedral in Tucson on 
Dec. 21. Father Agamba, a native 
of Ghana, was flown back to his 
homeland for burial at his family’s 
request.

“Father Clement was what I call 
a priest’s priest,” said Father Joseph 
Lombardo, pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, where Father Agamba 
served for five years, from July 2009 
to June, 30, 2014. “He ministered 
to the people. He never thought of 
himself. Everyone loved him. He was 
so gentle. When you saw him you 
really knew he was a man of God.”

Agamba was born and raised in 
Navrongo, Ghana, attending primary, 
and middle school there and then 
moving on to Notre Dame Minor 
Seminary for high school studies 
from October 1981 to June 1988. He 
attended Bawku Secondary School 
in Bawku then attended St. Victor’s 

Major Seminary, in the Tamale 
Metropolitan Area of Ghana, the 
fourth largest city in Ghana, about 100 
miles from the Navrongo-Bolgatanga 

Diocese.
Father Martin 

Baabuge Atanga, 
Vicar Forane and 
pastor of Holy 
Cross Church 
in Morenci, 
attended Minor 

Seminary with Father Agamba. He 
said he remembers how his friend 
enjoyed planting and working in the 
seminary’s farm that was run to help 
support the school.

Atanga said that he and Father 
Agamba spoke frequently.

“The memory I have of him is that 
we would talk each weekend, we 
would share our homilies,” he said, 
adding that the two would discuss the 
Sunday readings and by the end of the 
conversation, both had decided what 
their homilies would be about. He 
added that they spoke each evening as 
well in what became a regular ritual 

and that they tried to attend the same 
retreats.

“We would call and make jokes,” 
Father Atanga said. “He understood 
my jokes and I understood his jokes.”

Father Agamba was ordained to 
the priesthood Aug. 11, 1990 by 
Archbishop Guiseppe Bertello, then 
Apostolic Nuncio to Ghana. His first 
assignment was as Associate Pastor 
at Martyrs of Uganda in Sirigu, Ghana 
from October 1990 to September 
1997.

He came to the United States and 
served as a visiting Associate Pastor 
for 14 months at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., before 
returning to his home town to serve 
at Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Minor 
Basilica for two years. He was named 
Pastor to Christ the King Parish, and 
was there for three years and then 
served as Pastor of St. Theresa of the 
Child, Jesus Parish in Tongo for four 
years. 

During those years, he had several 
special assignments that included 
Chaplain of the Diocesan Association 

of Catholic Choirs, Chairman of the 
Priests Welfare Fund Committee, 
Member of the Priests Senate, Pastoral 
Council, Dean of Bolgatanga Deanery 
and Youth Chaplain of Navrongo 
Deanery.

Father Agamba’s journey to the 
Diocese of Tucson began with his 
brother, Patrick, introducing him to 
Bishop Gerald Kicanas. 

He started his ministry for the 
Diocese at Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
on Aug. 1, 2001 where he became 
quickly involved in the parish 
activities. In June of 2008 he was 
appointed Chaplain for the Knights 
of Columbus and was active in the 
Knights throughout his life. In 2009, 
with the permission of his bishop in 
Ghana, he extended his stay here to 
continue his studies.

Father went on to serve as Parochial 
Vicar at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton for 
five years, then was assigned to Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish in Benson as 
Administrator in July 2014. He was 
named pastor of the parish a year later 
and served there until his death.

Fr. Clement Agamba, a “priest’s priest”, passes away
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Catholic 
Schools Week

The week of Jan. 29 through Feb. 
4 is being celebrated as Catholic 
Schools Week. The theme for the 
National Catholic Schools Week 2017 
is “Catholic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.”

This annual celebration of Catholic 
schools has been taking place since 
1974. The Diocese of Tucson has 
25 schools: 1 stand-alone preschool, 
18 elementary schools, some with 
preschool programs and six high 
schools.

Did you know?
The total enrollment in Catholic 

Schools of the Diocese of Tucson is 
6,893 students for the 2016-17 school 
year.

• Schools in the Diocese employ 
303 full time elementary teachers and 
55 part-time elementary teachers. 
There are 193 full-time secondary 
school teachers and 35 part-time 
secondary school teachers.

• The average cost per pupil for 
an elementary student in Diocese 
schools is $5,689 a year; the average 
tuition is $5,491 per year.

• The average cost per pupil for a 
secondary student in Diocese schools 
is $10,558; the average tuition cost is 
$9,104.

• The average cost per pupil 
for public schools in the state of 
Arizona in the fiscal year 2015 (the 
most recent data) was $9,057, an 
amount that includes land, building, 
equipment and other costs.

The Catholic Tuition 
Support Organization, CTSO, 
distributed about $10 million 
in tuition assistance through 
6,003 scholarships. Some of the 
scholarships were made to schools 
outside the Diocese through the 
Disabled Displaced Scholarship 
Program.

• The high school graduation rate 
of students in diocese high schools 
is consistently at nearly 100 percent, 
compared with 77.4 percent of 
schools statewide as of the 2014-15 
school year. Source NCEA
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The eighth Annual Farmworker’s 
Mass dawned on a blustery, cold 
day in Yuma, as 300 workers filed 
into the rows of folding chairs in 
the well-known field of Pasquenelli 
Produce.

Heads wrapped in scarves or 
covered securely within thick hats 
or knitted caps, hands covered 
against the cold, the workers already 
knew how to deal with this kind of 
weather. As they gathered in front 
of the simple altar that would be 
Church that morning, they soon 
were joined by others that wanted 
to recognize the work of the 
laborers who made their living in 
the bountiful agriculture of Yuma, 
Arizona.

This also is the eighth year Bishop 
Gerald F. Kicanas celebrated the 
Mass recognizing farmworkers, the 
second time in recent years that 
the Mass has been celebrated in 
the fields themselves. This year, 
the annual Health Fair associated 
with the Mass was again held in the 
pre-dawn hours in Amistad Park in 
nearby San Luis. 

The Fair with many community 
organizations and the Mass both are 
partially sponsored by Campesinos 
Sin Fronteras and the Pastoral 
Campesino, a ministry caring for 
migrant workers that operates 
primarily out of St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish in San Luis.

“The first Mass celebration in 
honor of the farmworkers was 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008 on  
agricultural grounds in San Luis Rio 
Colorado, Sonora,” said Teresita 
Kontos of Pastoral Campesino. “It 
was a bi-national Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, 
Bishop José Isidro Guerrero from 
the Diocese of Mexicali, Bishop 
John Manz from USCCB (United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops), priests from the Yuma/
La Paz vicariate, and different 
representatives from national and 
local organizations that supported 
farmworkers.”

Since its founding the Pasotral 
Campesino group has worked to 
assist migrant workers with many 
programs and services and in 
creating awareness about how much 
the work they do contributes to 

those living in the United States.
“It is through the pastoral care 

that promotes the ministry of 
pastoral farmers, that not only has 
managed to generate consciousness 
in our parish communities on 
the spiritual needs of the migrant 
people, but also of their conditions 
of life and work. It is necessary to 
know the hard work carried out 
by our peasants in the agricultural 
fields; most of the time it is done 
under extreme conditions, heat, 
cold, rain, etc.,” Kontos said. “It is 
important to continue sensitizing 
people to the effort and sacrifice 
that is made so that we can enjoy 

the abundant fruits of the field.”
According to its website, the 

organization “began in 1999 as a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to educating members of the 
low-income, migrant, agriculture 
community in Yuma County to 
prevent chronic disease, injury, and 
illness associated with farmwork.”

Campesinos Sin Fronteras, 
another organization dedicated 
to helping farmworkers, also 
offers services in chronic disease 
prevention, behavioral health, 
education, housing, advocacy and 
youth leadership.

When asked about if the recent 

election had any effect on the work 
of the Pastoral Campesino, Kontos 
replied:

“Pastoral Campesina has 
participated in the various 
exhibitions of citizenship organized 
by agencies and community 
organizations such as Housing 
America Corporation, Peasants 
without Borders, and the office of 
Congressman Raúl Grijalva to assist 
residents in the filling of requests 
in the form of free American 
Citizenship by Naturalization.”

She added that the organization 
actively works in promoting 
citizenship among workers. 

Photos by Jessica Caraballo

Above, Bishop Gerald Kicanas addresses the hundreds of people attending the Annual Farmworkers’ Mass, set in the 
produce fields of Yuma. Below, he accepts the symbolic gift of a hoe from a Mass participant and below right, priests and 

deacons gathered on the altar during the Mass, with boxes of farm goods in the foreground.

Ministries to migrants: Assisting farmworkers is about providing knowledge, 
support, spiritual care and ways to for workers to succeed
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Centenarian parishes celebrated their 
wealth of history and culture. Yuma 
parish recognizes 150th anniversary, 
Ajo parish celebrates 100 years.

The beautiful mural stretches the 
length of the parish hall, each section 
boldly and colorfully telling the story of 
faith, the story of perseverance and the 
story of Yuma, Arizona.

There are faces of the past in the 
mural. There are hints of the future. 
There is pride.

“The celebration was the high point 
of all the shaping of the event,” said 
Father Manuel Fragoso Carranza, pastor 
of Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Yuma. “The beautiful environment of 
the Church and all the priests that were 
there … they at some time of their lives 
(served) there. A beautiful celebration.”

Father Fragoso, who also is Vicar 
Forane, added that one of the guests 
of honor at the recent celebration was 

Msgr. Richard “Dixie” O’Keeffe, who 
was pastor at Immaculate Conception 
for 29 years. Monsignor also worked 
as Episcopal Vicar of the Yuma/La Paz 
Vicariate for 14 years.

“In many ways he shaped the 
community of Yuma,” Father Fragoso 
said of Msgr. O’Keeffe. “He knew how 
to integrate himself into the community. 
Both the love and passion that he has 
for Yuma shaped the community very 
deeply.”

Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Yuma celebrated its 150th Anniversary 
on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception last month. 

In another distant town, this one 
114 miles from Tucson, another parish 
called Immaculate Conception joyfully 
celebrated its 100th Anniversary. 
The Catholic community in Ajo 
remembered its past by recognizing 
three “charter” members, all of whom 
had been members of their church for 

most of their lives and nearly since the 
beginning of the parish itself.

Yuma
Immaculate Conception Parish was 

founded in 1866 by the first resident 
priest, Father Patrick Birmingham, in 
the town then known as Arizona City. 
The first church — built in the area 
of Fourth and Main streets — literally 
was constructed adobe brick by adobe 
brick; one brick from each Catholic in 
the parish. Birmingham had to leave the 
area before the church was completed.

One historical account reported that 
Father Jean Baptiste Salpointe, who later 
became the Archbishop of Santa Fe and 
later the first bishop of the Diocese of 
Tucson, and parishioners were the ones 
to complete the church. 

That first adobe structure was later 
destroyed by flooding. The next church, 
built of brick, was constructed nearby. 
One account says it was built in 1899. 
Several priests served in the second 

Immaculate Conception Church, 
including Father Peter Bourgade, who 
also would later become a Bishop of the 
Diocese of Tucson. That church was 
used continuously until it was destroyed 
by fire on Nov. 22, 1960.

The Immaculate Conception 
Parish known to today’s Catholics was 
constructed in 1963 and dedicated on 
Feb. 16, 1964. The parish now has about 
5,400 registered families, a school for 
86 years, and operates the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mission located one mile 
away.

Father Fragoso said his parishioners 
spent years working on their 
celebration. The celebration plan 
actually included a series of celebrations 
over four years. For one year, the 
parish focused on Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mission; one year focused 
on Immaculate Conception School; 
one year focused on the Convent and 
u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 15

Big anniversaries for Immaculate Conception parishes in Yuma and in Ajo

The photograph collage above includes images from the histories of Immaculate Conception Parishes in Yuma and Ajo: 1. Msgr. Ricard O’Keeffe, long-time pastor of IC Yuma 
shares a robust laugh back in November 1977. 2. The Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity at the 150th Anniversary celebration of IC Yuma. Members of the Order have taught 

at IC Yuma Catholic School since September 1930. 3. The now sepia-tinted Ajo newspaper tells readers about the new church in town in November 1925. 4. The beautiful white 
structure of IC Ajo in an undated photo from the past. 5. The new IC Yuma dedicated in 1964. 6. The second IC Church in Yuma built in 1899 and used until fire destroyed it Nov. 

22, 1960. 7. IC Yuma’s first school. The building had to be torn down because of termite damage. 8. The packed IC Yuma during its 150th Anniversary Mass on Dec. 8. 2016.
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A recent survey of readers of The 
New Vision newspaper revealed the 
following: Move the publication 
date of the Diocese newspaper 
back so calendar items are current; 
include more individual parish 
news; publish more national 
Catholic news.

The Catholic Outlook is the new 
name of the newspaper as a result 
of the survey.

The survey, conducted by 
the diocesan Communications 
Department between September 
and the last week of November, also 
provided demographic information 
— such as the age ranges, education 
level and family status (raising 
children or not, retired or working, 
etc.) — and allowed respondents 
to give suggestions and comments 
concerning the publication of the 
Diocese.

Regrettably, out of a diocese of 
over 350,000 Catholics and 35,000 
newspapers published each month, 
the Diocese received only 245 
survey responses and several online 
responses. Three surveys received 
were from Spanish speaking 
readers.

That response rate rate was 
far less than antificpated, but 
the surveys received were taken 
seriously and there are some things 
to be garnered from the responses.

For some years now, the diocesan 
newspaper has suffered from a 
number of challenges, most notably 
a decrease in advertising and a 
presumed decrease in readership.

Identified reasons for these 
decreases include:

• The newspaper’s readership 
is widely dispersed across 11 
Vicariates covering nine counties in 
southwest, southern and southeast 
Arizona. There are just two “large” 
pockets of population to attract 
advertisers — metropolitan Tucson 
and Yuma. The lack of a vast 
number of readers in one area likely 
contributes to the lack of advertiser 
interest.

• There is no way to boost 
advertising and readership without 
1. Ensuring distribution at every 
single parish in the Diocese and/

or 2. Publishing more newspapers, 
and 3. Showing that the newspapers 
published are being read.

For most of the history of the 
diocesan newspaper, the paper 
has been provided free of charge 
to parishes. Unfortunately some 
parishes do not bother to distribute 
the newspapers or to even make 
the paper readily available to 
parishioners. Staff members and 
other Catholics have reported 
to us that they repeatedly have 
seen stacks of unopened bales of 
newspapers sitting under tables in 
church vestibules.

Other dioceses in the country 
have responded to the lack of 
readership in a few ways:  mail 
the newspapers home to each 
registered Catholic — a high-cost 
option not viable in this diocese, 
2. Change to subscription style 
newspaper where Catholics help 
cover the costs of the publication 
by paying subscriptions, 3. 
Finding grants or other means to 
underwrite newspaper publication 
costs or 4. Do away with printed 
papers altogether and put 
“newspapers” online reducing the 
costs of the “newspaper” to just the 

staff writing the news.
• A lack of staffing and or 

resources to create a truly viable 
news product. Monthly newspapers 
as a rule suffer some loss of 
timeliness due to being monthly 
only. In addition, with only one 
editor, the time constraints of 
putting together a newspaper often 
result in less time for reporting. 
Therefore the content can begin to 
suffer.

Communications Department 
responses: 

• Increase the quality of the 

4The New Vision - 2016 Reader Survey Results

Reader Preferences

Cover

Schools

Parishes

Diocesan History

Bishop News

Stewardship

Catholic Charities

Columns

Faith Testimonials

National News

Vatican News

Photos/Art

Other

61% enjoy reading Vatican/Pope Frances news

59% enjoy reading diocesan history pieces and  
Bishop Kicanas’ Column/news about Bishop Kicanas

66% enjoy reading articles about parishes
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61% enjoy reading Vatican/Pope Frances news

59% enjoy reading diocesan history pieces and  
Bishop Kicanas’ Column/news about Bishop Kicanas

66% enjoy reading articles about parishes

The results are in: Newspaper reader survey results reveal 
some clues for improvement, but only from a few readers
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newspaper both online and in print 
to increase readership. 

• Hire a new managing editor to 
fill position vacancy.

• Secure qualified writers from 
across the Diocese to assist with 
gathering and writing content, 
provide a better array of history, 
feature and parish stories. If 
writers can be found from each 
vicariate, this would enable the 
Communications Department to 
provide a significant increase in 
parish news.

• Offer more national news and 
stagger columns to every other 

month to prevent monotony. The 
Communications Department 
already has arranged to include 
columns within the newspaper by 
noted writer Ron Rolheiser in the 
future.

• Place current national and 
local Catholic news on the Diocese 
homepage (diocesetucson.org) with 
frequent updates to increase the 
amount of news on diocesetucson.
org. The elimination of the 
newspaper webpage should allow 
for fast access to news and event 
information for readers.

• The newspaper publication 

deadline had been moved to the 
very end of the month to allow 
for coverage of diocesan events 
taking place that week. Now, the 
publication has been returned to 
an earlier date and should allow 
for all events and activies listed 
in the newspaper to be after the 
publication is received by readers.

• Work with pastors or other 
parish leadership to ensure that 
printed newspapers are distributed.

• Continue to send newspapers 
to schools and ask that schools send 
the newspapers home with students 
so that parents and others in those 

households can read the newspaper.
In addition, changes are being 

made in the layout and appearance 
to the paper to reflect more current 
newspaper style and to enhance 
readership.

The Diocese remains committed 
to sharing important news with 
Catholics. Whenever possible, we 
ask that readers let us know of their 
likes and dislikes, by contacting 
the Communications Department 
at skoeneman@diocesetucson.org 
or by calling Steff Koeneman, the 
Director of Communications, at 
(520) 838-2561.

59%
FEMALE

60%
MARRIED

77%
OVER 50 YEARS OLD

USE SOCIAL MEDIA

51%

2%
FOLLOW THE 
NEW VISION

31%
VISIT 

THE NEW VISION 
WEBSITE

80%
COLLEGE  EDUCATED

34%
MASTER’S LEVEL 

OR HIGHER

17%
RETIRED

49%
OVER 66 YEARS OLD

95%
PICK UP THE NEW VISION AT A PARISH

Reader Demographics
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One of the things I love most about reading a 
newspaper is that it includes comics. 

While some people consider comics to be 
the “lite” part of news, there usually is some 
wonderful insight presented very simply, as well 
as humorously. One recent comic strip featured 
a young brother and sister standing on the ocean 
shore. She is facing away from the water and 
holding a large shell up to her ear. Her brother is 
facing the ocean. He exclaims to her, “Just look at 
those waves?” She replies, “I know, right? I wish 
they could stop so I could hear the ocean in this 
shell!” Cute. And often true.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus asks his followers 
more than once if they really see, if they really 
hear. In Chapter 8, Jesus has just fed thousands 
of people with only a few loaves of bread and a 
few fish. He asks his confused disciples, “Do you 
have eyes and not see, ears and not hear? And do 
you not remember…?” Miracles are occurring all 
around the followers of Jesus and they do not see 

them or hear them. Jesus is feeding his followers, 
dazzling them with the love of God, nourishing 
their spirits with words of life, and they don’t 
hear or see. 

Jesus is asking us the same thing, “Do you 
have eyes and not see; ears and not hear?” And, 
do we remember? Do we recognize the miracle 
of the sound of waves, the feel of dirt beneath 
our feet, the smell of rain in the air? Do we 
allow ourselves to be nourished by God’s gifts 
of thunderclouds, of the flash of a flycatcher, the 
deep breath of crisp morning air? Do we see and 

hear the holiness in each other, even when it 
looks “different?”

It is tempting to give in to discouragement, 
to let fear and cynicism cloud our vision. This 
is true not only about having eyes and ears to 
see and hear the good of the natural world. We 
can fall into the temptation of fear and cynicism 
when we fail to see and hear the goodness of our 
human family. Challenges in life sometimes make 
it difficult to truly see and to truly hear. 

God is ministering to our spirits every 
moment. God wants us to remember the depth 
and breadth and height of the love that God 
has for us. So make this year a year of noticing, 
and then of thanking God for the breathing and 
seeing, for the hearing, for the fragrances and the 
touches. 

It can be a year of wonders!
—

Peggy Guerrero works at Jordan Ministry. 

At times when our world is hungry for 
good news, our recent Christmas reminds us 
that good news abounds. 

We use the term “Good News” to identify 
the message of Scripture, God acting in 
human history. That “news” is always alive 
and well because God’s message does not 
get old or out of date and, always is available, 
even without the vehicles of social media. 

The hunger we experience does not come 
from a lack of access to this nourishment, 
but rather from a drought in living out and 
spreading the Good News. We face two 
challenges in addressing this drought. One, 
recognizing the good news that is all around 
us. Two, how do each of us as individuals 
contribute to the good news? Here are some 
examples of good news alive in our own 
community and beyond.

Reachout Women’s Center Report
The mission of Reachout Women’s Center 

is to help women choose life for the unborn 
by lovingly supporting them emotionally, 
physically, and spiritually. Throughout 
this past year (2016), 80 abortion-minded 
women chose to parent as a result of 
Reachout’s ministry.

The Good News – babies were saved and 
several thousand individuals served.

Out of Poverty
Beginning in spring of 2016 and extending 

through January, 2017, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul in Tucson has graduated 
approximately 30 individuals from the 
Getting Ahead program. 

Getting Ahead is a group process whereby 
individuals living in poverty investigate 

why they are in poverty, understand the 
resources needed and become motivated and 
empowered to make the life changes needed 
to move out of poverty. The St. Vincent de 
Paul Society is one of a number of other 
Tucson organizations that are implementing 
the Getting Ahead model of finding solutions 
to poverty.

The Good News – Individuals are creating 
a life plan to become self-sufficient and 
eventually becoming key players in the 
community.

Two Stories from Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) and Catholic Charities

Colette was addicted to meth and 
homeless. Desperate for more drugs, she 
broke into a pharmacy, and then was 
arrested. In prison, during a routine medical 
exam, she discovered that she was pregnant. 
Colette called Catholic Charities, which 
started communicating with her through 
video chat. Together they made a plan to get 
Colette out of jail and off of drugs, to deliver 
the baby, and to find adoptive parents. She 
did it all, and she has even become a sponsor 
for others at Narcotics Anonymous. Colette 
says, “I owe my life to Catholic Charities.”

In 2001, when Chipa was just seven years 

old, violence in her home country forced 
her to flee to a refugee camp in Zambia. 
She lived there for eight years with little 
hope of a better future. After all, less than 
1 percent of refugees are ever resettled. At 
age 15, Chipa’s dreams came true when her 
application for resettlement in the United 
States as an unaccompanied minor was 
accepted. Through the help of a Catholic 
Charities refugee foster care program, Chipa 
was given a stable life that allowed her to 
complete high school and college.

The Good News – lives were restored and a 
baby saved through charitable outreach and 
welcoming.

The second challenge related to good 
news is for each of us as individuals to 
answer the call of Jesus, who is the Good 
News. How do I welcome others? How do I 
respect life in all stages? How do I reach out 
to those whose lives need rescuing? How do I 
give people a second chance? How do I meet 
my civic responsibilities, holding leaders 
accountable to serve the common good? 

Matthew verse 25 reminds us, “Whatever 
you did (do) for one of these least brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” May we 
never tire of being “breaking news” – the 
Good News. As we move into Ordinary Time 
in our liturgical year, let us keep in mind 
that the “work” of Christmas continues in 
our day-to-day efforts at making Good News 
headlines.

—
Sister Leonette Kochan is the Director of the 
Office of Human Life and Dignity for the 
Diocese of Tucson.

Seeing, hearing and remembering 
the presence of God

THAT ALL MAY 
KNOW THE SAVIOR

Peggy Guerrero 

A hunger for good news

 RESPECT

LIFE
Sister Leonette Kochan, O.S.F.
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Pancake House
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2532 S. KOLB • 747-7536

Lunch Specials $ 4.95

Open Mon-Sat
6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sun 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Serving Tucson

28 years

Mon Chicken Taco Salad
Tues Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 
 & Garlic Bread
Wed Steak Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Thurs Chicken & Beans Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Fri Lasagna w/Garlic Bread

Monday - Friday $2.49
Not valid on holidays

Menudo Sat-Sun $5.95Breakfast 
Special 

www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

� e Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of 
this tour company and are not liable for its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research 

all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

CALLING CATHOLIC BUSINESS OWNERS
Advertise in the Catholic Outlook

Contact Jessica Caraballo
jcarabcallo@diocesetucson.org

(520) 838-2535
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2016: The 
year racism 
and fear make 
a comeback
By RHINA GUIDOS  
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — It 
began with the fatal shootings of 
unarmed black men and women by 
police. It was exacerbated in the 
summer when, on July 7, a gunman 
in Dallas opened fire on police 
during a march, killing five officers 
in a presumed act of retaliation.

Catholic Church leaders such as 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of 
Atlanta in August called on others 
“to resolve to address the issues that 
lie beneath these acts of violence.” 
But no one imagined then that 
frustrations about race and racism 
in the U.S., which began with the 
police shootings, were about to get 
worse in the later part of 2016.

At a news conference during the 
U.S. bishops’ general assembly in 
Baltimore in November, Archbishop 
Gregory said the reaction to the 
presidential election had added to 
an existing tension this year over 
matters of race in the country.

Those who work with 
multicultural communities, such as 
Jordan Denari Duffner, a research 
fellow at Georgetown University’s 
Bridge Initiative, which studies 
Islamophobia, said comments 
made during the campaign led to 
“a general kind of anti-otherness 
that has emerged.” When it comes 
Islamophobia, she said, anyone who 
“looks Muslim,” be it because of the 
color of the skin or what they may 
wear, can evoke a reaction from 
others that can lead to attacks, she 
said.

This kind of “anti-otherness” 
in the air, some say, has resulted 
in a rise of hate and racism. The 
Southern Poverty Law Center said 
that 10 days after the election, 
almost 900 reports of harassment 
and intimidation from across the 
nation were recorded. Many took 
place in public places or places of 
worship, at work, at schools and 
even in grocery stores.

In a recent column for Catholic 
News Service, Archbishop Gregory 
said “the belief that one group is 
superior to another due to race 
— is a grave moral disease whose 
recurrence, aggressiveness and 
persistence should frighten every 
one of us.” Racism has “clearly not 
been cured in our nation,” he said.

He warned that “whenever 
one can play on the fears of 
some people and depend upon 
the ignorance of others, racism 
flourishes. As a political strategy, 
such taunting may win votes, but 
it destroys national unity and our 
future.”

Economic inequality, which 
plagues different communities, 
he said, has been used to pit one 
group of people against another and 
“when one group is made to feel 
that its economic situation results 
from the coddling of another, the 
reaction is often a racist response,” 
Archbishop Gregory said.

That’s when a country 

starts seeing attitudes such as 
“immigrants are taking our jobs” 
and “public aid only rewards 
laziness,” and “poor and struggling 
white people have been forgotten,” 
he said.

He added that “conditions 
necessary for the transmission of 
racism were thoroughly mixed with 
such attitudes during the recent 
election process. Left untreated, the 
prognosis is bleak.”

Sister Patricia Chappell, 
executive director of Pax Christi 
USA, said this election “showed 
the racial but also economic 
polarization that our country is 
in the midst of” and which had 
become apparent earlier in the year.

Sister Chappell, who is black and 
is a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, 
said she has never seen the level of 
violence and hatred against so many 
groups — Muslims, immigrants 
and others — as she saw during 
the election and which has caused 
much concern.

Even in times of strife, those like 
Sister Chappell and Duffner say, 
some positive things have come 
about.

Duffner said solidarity between 
groups that have been targets of 
hate, such as between Jews and 
Muslims, or the black community 
and those who have been victims 
of Islamophobia, is visible. She 
noted that members of the Catholic 
Church need to do more to reach 
out to and humanize groups 
that were demonized during the 
election.

She cited figures from a 2016 
Brookings Institute and Public 
Religion Research Institute 
poll that showed the difference 
between white Catholics and 
Catholics of other ethnic and 
racial backgrounds. It showed 
that, even as the church becomes 
more diverse, certain biases persist 
and are based on a person’s racial 
background.

The summer 2016 Brookings/
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PRRI poll showed that more 
than half of white Catholics said 
discrimination against whites 
is “as critical as discrimination 
against non-whites.” More than 
half supported a “Muslim ban” and 
said immigrants were a burden on 
the country because “they take 
jobs, housing and health care.” The 
figures were in contrast to Latino 
Catholics, the second largest ethnic 
group in the church. They said, by 
62 percent, that “discrimination 
against whites is not as big a 
problem as discrimination against 
blacks and other 
minorities in the 
U.S.” Latino Catholics 
overwhelming 
rejected a “Muslim 
ban” on immigrants, 
with only 25 percent 
were in favor. They 
also overwhelmingly 
(74 percent) said 
immigrants strengthen, 
not burden, the 
country.

“As Catholics, we 
need to be aware of 
racial and religious 
biases,” Duffner said.

For its part, 
Pax Christi USA 
has renewed its 
commitment to work 
for racial justice and 
equality, Sister Chappell 
said, will continue 
educating others and 
speak out against 
injustice. She added 
that to say that in order 
to “make America great 
again,” one must ban Muslims from 
the U.S. and attack immigrants 
and minorities, “is not the way to 
develop relationships” that can help 
the country or humanity, Sister 
Chappell said.

The Trump campaign, she said, 
has to acknowledge comments 
made that played into the fears 
of others and that helped propel 
some in the white supremacist 
movement. During his campaign, 
he called for a pause on admitting 
Muslim refugees into this country  
until, as he described it, a system 
was in place for “extreme vetting” 
of them. He talked about deporting 
immigrants who are in this country 
without legal permission.

President-elect Donald Trump 

has on several occasions said he is 
not racist and his transition team 
released a statement Nov. 29 saying 
he denounces racism in all its 
forms.

“To think otherwise is a complete 
misrepresentation of the movement 
that united Americans from all 
backgrounds,” the statement said. 
“For anyone to conclude these 
senseless acts are the result of 
the election is disappointing and 
gives an excuse for their appalling 
behavior.”

But just to look at his Cabinet 
and administration 
picks, and one 
doesn’t get the 
sense that Trump 
or his picks are 
allies of people who 
are marginalized 
and oppressed, 
Sister Chappell 
said.

“I don’t see 
signs of him 
reaching out to 
those communities 
that traditionally 
continue to suffer 
from oppression,” 
she said. “I hope he 
will. I am hopeful‚ 
I want to hold him 
at his word and so 
for me right now, 
we have to wait and 
see.”

“I question 
his motives,” she 
continued. “But 
on the other hand, 
I have faith, and 

I have to trust and wait and see 
how he responds in terms of really 
moving toward unifying America. 
I think we have to find a way as a 
country to again embrace that all 
are welcome, all have place and 
we just have to find a way to pull 
together because we are all brothers 
and sisters.”

Archbishop Gregory said the new 
administration “must recognize 
and address the deadly impact 
that racism and racist behavior 
continues to inflict upon our nation 
and its people. Racist words and 
slogans can inflame violence and 
do great harm to the fabric of our 
country.”

Sisters; and the final year focused 
on Immaculate Conception Church.

“The idea was to bring the four 
points together to make sense of 
the unity of the community,” Father 
Fragoso, “The vision was to focus 
on those places and to make all 
people aware of the connections, 
the sense of belonging of these 
people through the various areas 
(parts) of Immaculate Conception 
Parish.”

The celebration at Immaculate 
Conception also included the 
introduction of the beautiful mural 
that recounted the history of the 
parish, its leaders, its people and 
the surrounding Yuma community. 
Artist Adry del Rocio (pronounced 
A-dree) from Guadalajara created 
the large, vivid mural and Fernando 
Mendoza created an image of the 
Virgin Mary for prayer cards given 
out at the celebration.

Many Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity from Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, including Sister Natalie 
Binversie, community director, 
attended the celebration as well. 
The sisters have served the parish 
school since 1930.

Ajo
Not quite as historic and not 

quite so far away is Immaculate 
Conception Parish in Ajo. The 
Ajo parish celebrated it 100th 
Anniversary on Nov. 19.

The first Mass of the former 
mining community was celebrated 
in a “small, one room wooden 
building in old Clarkston, which 
was a settlement located where the 
open mine is now (no date available 
for when now was),” according to 
a typewritten history found within 
diocese records. “Later, he (first 
priest Father Julius Gheldof) used 
the old Sheriff’s Office until the 
present rectory was built about 
1919, and they used one-half of the 
rectory as a parish church.”

The beautiful white domed 
church we now call Immaculate 
Conception in Ajo was begun in 
1924. A fire in one wall slowed 
the construction when it caused 
another wall to collapse, but at last 
the church was finished in 1925. 
Bishop Daniel J. Gerkce dedicated 
the church on Thanksgiving Day, 

Nov. 21, 1925.
Although a sturdy church, the 

building needed serious renovation 
and was closed in the summer 
of 1968 over safety concerns. 
Restoration work began in 
September 1970 and the first Mass 
was held in the newly-restored 
building in March 1971.

Bishop Francis Green, was the 
main celebrant.

Fast-forward to 2016. The robust 
mining community came to a halt 
several years ago when mining in 
the areas stopped, and many of 
the former residents have moved 
to areas near and far. Retirees and 
“snow birds”, people who avoid 
harsh winters by living in warmer 
climates for several months, 
now make up a large part of the 
population.

Bishop Kicanas, along with 
the current pastor, Father Peter 
Nwachukwu celebrated Mass for 
the parish community.

“It was nice and the attendance 
was beautiful,” Father Nwachukwu 
said of the Ajo celebration.

Bishop Kicanas also blessed a 
centenary landmark to be placed 
outside the church and the statue 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe on the 
western side of the church. 

Father Nwachukwu added that a 
history of Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Ajo was published for the 
celebration. The book was compiled 
by Gabrielle David, Louie Walters, 
Jose Castillo and Hollister David.

An Arizona framed Legislative 
Citation for Immaculate 
Conception Parish Centennial 
celebration was presented by two 
Legislators to the parish.

Various entertainment groups, 
portraying the cultural diversity 
of the parish, including Mexican 
dance, Native American Dance, 
Filippino Dance, Hawaiian Dance 
and an English Band performed.

The celebration included 
recognition of three parishioners, 
all in their nineties, parishioners, 
who have attended Immaculate 
Conception all of their lives served 
as honorees, representing the 
thousands of Catholics who have 
called Immaculate Conception their 
spiritual home.

BIG ANNIVERSARIES
continued from page 9

“I THINK WE 
HAVE TO FIND 

A WAY AS A 
COUNTRY TO 

AGAIN EMBRACE 
THAT ALL ARE 
WELCOME, ALL 
HAVE A PLACE 
AND WE JUST 
HAVE TO FIND 

A WAY TO PULL 
TOGETHER 

BECAUSE WE ARE 
ALL BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS.”
— SISTER CHAPPELL
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Seguramente en los últimos dos meses 
han echado de menos nuestra publicación 
diocesana, La Nueva Visión. Yo la extrañé. Pero 
después de esa breve pausa, estamos de regreso. 
Durante ese tiempo, nuestro Departamento de 
Comunicaciones ha analizado los comentarios 
y sugerencias de las personas que respondieron 
a nuestra encuesta de lectores sobre ideas para 
mejorar y realzar el periódico. También estamos 
buscando un nuevo jefe de redacción para esta 
publicación.

Contamos con una comunidad de lectores 
muy fieles, cuyas consideradas y útiles 
recomendaciones se reflejan en esta edición, 
la primera de 2017. Nuestra directora de 
Comunicaciones, Steff Koeneman, prevé que 
pronto anunciará un nuevo jefe de redacción.

En esta publicación inicial del año nuevo 
deseo ofrecerles algunas de mis reflexiones y 
prioridades para el 2017. 

Primero: El año 2017 es el año en que el 
Papa Francisco nombrará al séptimo obispo de 
nuestra diócesis. Aunque todavía no conocemos 
su nombre, yo rezaré con todos ustedes para 
que el Espíritu nos envíe un pastor amoroso que 
escuche a su pueblo, que camine a su lado, y que 
vele por su bienestar espiritual. Rezo para que 
el nuevo obispo trabaje de manera colaborativa 
con los sacerdotes, diáconos, religiosos y laicos 
de la diócesis para promover la misión de la 
Iglesia. 

Sé que cuando se anuncie su nombre, nuestra 
comunidad le dará la bienvenida con los brazos 
abiertos y, como fue el caso conmigo cuando 
vine a esta diócesis, pronto él se dará cuenta de 
la bendición que ha recibido.

Aquí les copio la oración que rezaré durante 
los próximos meses, y los invito a acompañarme 
en mi llamado al Espíritu Santo para que guíe 
a nuestro Santo Padre en el nombramiento de 
nuestro próximo obispo:

Espíritu Santo, desciende con tu sabiduría 
y consejo para guiar a nuestro Santo Padre 
Francisco en el nombramiento del séptimo 
obispo de la Diócesis de Tucson. 

Pedimos que nuestro nuevo obispo sea un 
verdadero pastor que ame profundamente a 
su pueblo y lo sirva fielmente; que muestre 
misericordia a quienes sufren y bondad a todos.

Que sea un misionero comprometido a dar 
testimonio de lo que significa ser discípulo de 
Cristo. Que ame a los niños no nacidos, a los 
pobres, a los enfermos, a los migrantes, y a 

quienes no tienen techo o están en la cárcel.
Que sea un colaborador partícipe en el 

servicio junto a nuestros sacerdotes, religiosos, 
diáconos y laicos que forman el Cuerpo de 
Cristo.

Espíritu Santo, desciende para enriquecer a 
nuestra diócesis con un nuevo pastor que sepa 
lo que significa servir, que nos inspire a todos 
a cuidar los unos de los otros, a apoyarnos 
mutuamente, y a invitar a otros a conocer al 
Señor.

Espíritu Santo, desciende para darnos un 
obispo que escuche, que guíe, y que viva la fe.

Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Señor.
Segundo: Quiero continuar fomentando en 

nuestra diócesis el desarrollo de una cultura de 
vocaciones que nos impulse a identificar, animar 
y apoyar a jóvenes y jovencitas que podrían 
considerar el servicio en calidad de sacerdotes o 
religiosas. 

Tenemos la bendición de contar con un 
buen número de diáconos y ministros laicos 
que colaboran con los sacerdotes y religiosas 
de la diócesis, y cuyo servicio redunda en 
mucho bien para la comunidad. Aun así, 
nos hacen falta sacerdotes y religiosos para 
cubrir las necesidades de servicio de las 78 
parroquias y misiones activas en las 43.000 
millas cuadradas de la diócesis. Pido que en el 
2017 recemos con fervor por las vocaciones, y 
que tratemos de identificar a aquellas personas 
que podrían recibir el llamado del Señor. En 
junio, nuestra diócesis celebrará la ordenación 
de dos nuevos sacerdotes, Callistus Iyorember 
y Martin Moreno, la ordenación de 20 diáconos 
permanentes de 12 parroquias, y la certificación 
de 13 ministros eclesiales laicos de siete 
parroquias. También anticipamos la ordenación 
de dos diáconos en transición, John González 
y Thomas Quirk, quienes, Dios mediante, se 

convertirán en sacerdotes en el 2018. Tenemos 
mucho que celebrar.

Tercero: Al recibir a nuestro nuevo 
presidente, Donald Trump, rezamos para que 
él dirija a nuestra nación exitosamente. Como 
católicos, nos comprometemos a continuar 
siendo partícipes de la actividad política, y a 
promover las cuestiones cuya defensa emana 
de nuestro principio fundamental que afirma la 
dignidad de la vida humana desde la concepción 
hasta la muerte natural. Ninguno de nuestros 
partidos políticos apoya la gama completa de 
temas importantes para nuestra Iglesia. 

Si bien la nueva administración de Estados 
Unidos se pronuncia a favor de proteger 
a los no nacidos y de defender la libertad 
de religión, persisten inquietudes sobre el 
cuidado del medioambiente, la atención a las 
necesidades de los pobres, y las dificultades que 
enfrentan los inmigrantes y refugiados. Espero 
que en nuestras comunidades diocesanas de 
Arizona continuemos oponiéndonos a toda 
legislación y política propuesta que pudiera 
ser perjudicial para estos asuntos, al igual que 
hemos enfrentado a la administración anterior 
en materia de políticas que no tienen en cuenta 
los derechos de los no nacidos, o que pretendían 
forzar a la Iglesia a participar en actividades 
contrarias a nuestros valores y enseñanzas. Es 
importante que en el 2017 nos mantengamos 
informados e involucrados.

Cuarto: En el plano nacional, nos estamos 
preparando para el Quinto Encuentro, 2018, 
un evento en el cual todos participaremos 
con el fin de vigorizar nuestra Iglesia. Los 
cuatro Encuentros anteriores se enfocaron en 
la comunidad hispana y en su integración en 
la vida de la Iglesia en nuestro país. El Quinto 
Encuentro procura abarcar a todos los católicos 
de nuestra diócesis para que cada uno de 
nosotros sea partícipe de las conversaciones 
y diálogos sobre cómo podemos llegar a ser 
discípulos misioneros, es decir, discípulos que 
han encontrado a Jesucristo y misioneros que se 
esfuerzan para llevar a Cristo a sus semejantes. 
Este año habrá grupos de discusión en las 
parroquias, seguidos de una reunión diocesana 
durante la cual platicaremos sobre nuestra meta 
de ser una Iglesia dinámica e inclusiva para 
todos. Este proceso culminará en el 2018 con 
encuentros regionales y una asamblea nacional 

Guía para trazar el curso del 
2017: Una Iglesia vibrante y 
acogedora para todos

“
EL AÑO 2017 ES EL AÑO EN QUE EL PAPA FRANCISCO NOMBRARÁ 

AL SÉPTIMO OBISPO DE NUESTRA DIÓCESIS. AUNQUE TODAVÍA NO 
CONOCEMOS SU NOMBRE, YO REZARÉ CON TODOS USTEDES PARA QUE EL 

ESPÍRITU NOS ENVÍE UN PASTOR AMOROSO QUE ESCUCHE A SU PUEBLO, 
QUE CAMINE A SU LADO, Y QUE VELE POR SU BIENESTAR ESPIRITUAL.”

— OBISPO GERALD KICANAS
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donde se propondrán recomendaciones para 
el cumplimiento de nuestro llamado a ser 
discípulos misioneros.

Quinto: Esperamos avanzar en el trabajo de 
revitalización y embellecimiento de nuestra 
Plaza de la Catedral. Este año, la organización 
Foundation for Senior Living (FSL) dará inicio 
a las obras de restauración del histórico Colegio 
Marista, edificado hace más de 100 años. 
El Colegio será transformado en un centro 
comunitario para personas de la tercera edad 
de bajos ingresos, e incluirá ocho apartamentos. 
En el 2017, nuestro antiguo Centro Pastoral, 
ubicado en 111 S. Church, será demolido. En 
su sitio se construirá un edificio 
de siete pisos de apartamentos, 
también para personas de la 
tercera edad, que complementará 
las nuevas instalaciones del 
Colegio Marista. Todo este 
trabajo se realizará sin fondos 
diocesanos. El Colegio continuará 
siendo propiedad de la Catedral, 
pero operará bajo un contrato de 
arrendamiento a largo plazo con 
FSL, que compró la propiedad 
del Centro Pastoral. Estas nuevas 
edificaciones serán de gran 
beneficio para nuestra comunidad.

Como ya saben, la Capilla 
de Nuestra Señora, que tiene 
100 años de existencia, ha sido 
maravillosamente restaurada. Si 
aún no la han visto, espero que 
pasen por allí para apreciarla y para rezar. Las 
personas que la visitan quedan encantadas con 
la hermosa renovación lograda por John Alan, el 
artista a cargo del diseño interior. La capilla, que 
se utiliza para las misas diarias de la Catedral, 
también se ofrece para bodas y quinceañeras, 
y muchas personas ya han reservado fechas. El 
trabajo de demolición del salón parroquial de 
la Catedral ha iniciado como primer paso de las 
obras de construcción de un edificio de cuatro 
pisos. Este nuevo edificio incluirá el centro 
educativo y de conferencias que la diócesis tanto 
necesita, así como también salas para reuniones 
y oficinas para la Catedral y el Centro Pastoral.

Me he sentido inspirado y conmovido por 
la generosidad de tantas personas que han 
hecho sacrificios para que los planes de estas 
imprescindibles instalaciones se convirtieran 
en realidad. Espero tener la oportunidad de 
platicar con muchas más personas de la diócesis 
para solicitar su ayuda a fin de llevar a cabo las 
mejoras necesarias en la Plaza de la Catedral.

Sexto: Como diócesis, debemos continuar 
velando por la labor de proveer ambientes 
seguros a nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
En el lapso de los últimos años hemos trabajado 
arduamente para restaurar la confianza 
cerciorándonos de que nuestras parroquias y 
escuelas cumplan plenamente con la política 
diocesana de protección de los niños y los 

adultos vulnerables. Este trabajo implicó evaluar 
a todos los empleados pagos y a los voluntarios 
de la diócesis tomando sus huellas digitales 
y verificando sus antecedentes. También se 
capacitó y educó a los sacerdotes, diáconos, 
religiosos y laicos que sirven en la diócesis 
para que conocieran y aplicaran las prácticas 
óptimas de protección en parroquias, escuelas 
y programas ministeriales. Y si bien hemos 
implementado estos protocolos desde hace 
mucho tiempo, no sólo no podemos bajar la 
guardia sino que debemos permanecer atentos 
y ser responsables de la protección. Ésta sigue 
siendo una de nuestras principales prioridades.

Séptimo: Continuaremos 
dirigiendo nuestras escuelas 
católicas conscientes de que ellas 
son una de las vías más eficaces 
para transmitir la fe a la próxima 
generación. En años recientes, 
las inscripciones han aumentado, 
lo cual se debe en gran parte al 
dedicado trabajo de promoción 
y publicidad realizado por el 
personal escolar, especialmente 
el de las oficinas escolares 
diocesanas y de los directores de 
las escuelas. La disponibilidad 
de fondos estatales para ayudar 
a las familias a cubrir el costo 
de la colegiatura de las escuelas 
católicas también favoreció el 
incremento de las inscripciones.

A pesar de que las 
inscripciones han ido aumentando en las 
escuelas católicas, lo más probable es que 
la mayoría de los estudiantes de nuestra 
comunidad no asistan a una escuela católica. 
Por eso es necesario que no cejemos en la labor 
de fortalecer nuestros programas de educación 
religiosa para poder capacitar en la fe a toda 
nuestra comunidad católica.

Octavo: Espero que nuestra vasta diócesis sea 
cada vez más unida, y que podamos mejorar la 
comunicación entre las parroquias y la diócesis 
y entre una parroquia y otra. También espero 
que podamos lograr que nuestras parroquias 
sean más hospitalarias con la comunidad. 
Nos esforzamos bastante para mejorar la 
comunicación, pero es necesario hacer más. 

Rezo para que todos nuestros párrocos y 
administradores pastorales busquen maneras 
de lograr que sus congregaciones participen 
en las reuniones diocesanas, de modo que 
puedan experimentar la universalidad de la 
Iglesia como algo más grande que su propia 
parroquia. Cuando los católicos de las diferentes 
comunidades de nuestra diócesis interactúan, 
se aprecia una evidente transformación tanto a 
nivel individual como grupal. Yo he visto este 
efecto en nuestros adolescentes cuando asisten a 
Youth Fest.

La transformación –una sensación de 
pertenencia, empoderamiento y compromiso 

a una causa o actividad– también se manifiesta 
cuando se congregan las mesas directivas, 
los encargados del cumplimiento de nuestras 
políticas, los directores de educación religiosa 
y ministros de la juventud, y las personas que 
celebran aniversarios de boda o participan en la 
Celebración del Rosario o en cualquiera de las 
otras actividades que se ofrecen para congregar 
a los católicos de nuestra comunidad diocesana.

Cuando ocurre esta transformación los 
logros son extraordinarios, y en general hemos 
visto que el número de gente que participa en 
la comunidad aumenta cuando las parroquias 
promueven los eventos diocesanos en sus 
boletines y anuncios, y cuando los párrocos y 
administradores pastorales pueden ver el valor 
de la participación de su parroquia, y animan 
a sus fieles, desde el púlpito o mediante una 
invitación personal, a asistir a las funciones 
diocesanas.

Noveno: Quisiera que nuestras parroquias 
se comunicaran con aquellos católicos que 
rara vez, o ya nunca, van a la iglesia. Todos 
conocemos a personas que nos dicen que fueron 
bautizadas en la fe católica, o que estudiaron en 
una escuela católica, pero que ya no practican 
la fe. Este año, espero que hagamos todo lo 
posible para que nuestras parroquias, escuelas 
e instituciones católicas sean sitios acogedores 
y hospitalarios. Este esfuerzo podría comenzar 
con cada uno de nosotros reflexionando sobre 
cómo contestamos el teléfono, cómo recibimos a 
la gente que toca a la puerta, y cuánto tardamos 
en responder –y con qué voluntad lo hacemos– 
a las solicitudes de los fieles, especialmente 
cuando se trata de los sacramentos. 

Espero que tendamos la mano e invitemos a 
la gente a volver. Esto podría implicar visitas a 
domicilio, y animar a los feligreses a entablar 
una conversación con sus vecinos o parientes 
que se hayan ido alejando. Podemos valernos de 
programas diseñados para promover el regreso 
de católicos distanciados y de otras iniciativas 
como las de Our Mother of Sorrows, St. Cyril y 
otras parroquias. 

Por último, deseo que nuestra diócesis sea 
el hospital de campaña que el Papa Francisco 
quiere que seamos. Esto implica que todos 
nosotros nos solidaricemos con los marginados; 
que visitemos y sirvamos a los reclusos; que 
atendamos a los enfermos hospitalizados y a 
las personas confinadas en hogares de ancianos 
y hospicios; que seamos conscientes de la 
situación de los pobres y de los desamparados y 
los apoyemos en su deseo de salir adelante. 

Éstas son algunas de las cosas que anhelo 
para este año de transición en nuestra diócesis. 
Juntos podremos lograr progreso en todas estas 
prioridades. 

De manera especial, mis pensamientos al 
iniciar el 2017 son de gratitud por el privilegio 
de servir a esta maravillosa diócesis durante 
15 años. Mi vida y mi ministerio han sido 
bendecidos.

“I WOULD LIKE 
OUR PARISHES 

TO REACH 
OUT TO THOSE 

CATHOLICS WHO 
NO LONGER OR 
SELDOM COME 
TO CHURCH.”

— BISHOP KICANAS
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Mons. Jeremiah McCarthy, el 
Moderador de la Curia de nuestra 
diócesis, recientemente repitió 
una famosa cita del Cardenal 
Henry Newman en una reunión 
del personal del Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano:

“Vivir es cambiar, y ser perfecto 
es haber cambiado con frecuencia”.

Monseñor se refería al traslado 
del Centro Pastoral, del edificio 
ubicado en 111 S. Church Ave. a 
nuestras oficinas provisionales de 
64 E. Broadway.

No fue una gran mudanza desde 
el punto de vista de la distancia, 
pero los cambios necesarios 
fueron tremendos. En preparación 
para el traslado a oficinas menos 
espaciosas, los empleados de 
cada departamento revisaron 
material que había estado guardado 
durante décadas, seleccionando 
y reduciendo la cantidad a lo 
esencial. Todos tuvieron que 
hacer malabares para cumplir con 
eventos, actividades ministeriales 
y obligaciones diarias en medio de 
la alteración temporal de su sitio 
de trabajo. Se evaluaron tanto los 
materiales como las operaciones y 
se hicieron los cambios necesarios.

En su momento, no fue 
agradable, pero ahora que todo el 
mundo está instalado, es evidente 
que la limpieza, la reducción y los 
cambios produjeron excelentes 
resultados.

Y así es también con nuestro 
periódico católico.

Esperamos que con la primera 
edición de 2017 los lectores se 
den cuenta de los numerosos 
cambios efectuados. Para empezar, 
el tamaño y la composición son 
diferentes. En respuesta a una 
encuesta realizada a fines del 2016, 
y después de bastante planificación 
por parte del Departamento de 
Comunicaciones, el periódico ha 
evolucionado con nuevas ideas 
y conceptos y hasta un nuevo 
nombre.

El primer periódico de la 
Diócesis se llamaba The Arizona 
Register, pero su nombre cambió 
una y otra vez en el correr de los 
años. Es probable que algunos de 
nuestros lectores recuerden otras 

identidades de la publicación: 
Arizona Catholic Lifetime  y 
Catholic Today. Durante todo 
un año, se distribuyó como 
suplemento mensual de un 
periódico local. También hubo 
épocas en que no hubo publicación. 
Hacia el final del tiempo de 
servicio del difunto Obispo Manuel 
D. Moreno, el Consejo Presbiteral 
de la Diócesis le dio al periódico 
el nombre The Vision. Después, 
en el 2005, tras la reorganización 
de la Diócesis bajo el Capítulo 
11, volvió a cambiarse el nombre 
del periódico, esta vez a The New 
Vision para reflejar la era de la 
Diócesis enmarcada en el plan de 
reorganización.

Y así llegamos al día de hoy. 
Les presentamos The Catholic 

Outlook, un nombre con el cual se 
procura incorporar en la identidad 
del periódico la muy necesaria 
referencia a la fe católica. Ya que 
la Diócesis cubre 43.000 millas 
cuadradas y varios condados, el 
objetivo era encontrar un nombre 
que abarcara todas las comunidades 
y áreas donde la Diócesis brinda 
sus servicios en la región.

Hemos conservado el diseño 
de la misión en la mancheta del 
periódico, dado que esa imagen 
refleja la apariencia física y la 
historia de muchas parroquias de la 
Diócesis. 

También se hicieron cambios 
que implican alternar la inclusión 
de algunas columnas publicándolas 
mensualmente o seis veces al 
año según sea el caso; ampliar 
la cobertura de las parroquias; e 
incluir más historias nacionales 
detallas sobre la Iglesia Católica. 
Se espera que con estos cambios 
aumente el número de lectores.

Los resultados de la encuesta 
mencionada anteriormente se 
encuentran en la página10.

La Diócesis está interesada 
en conocer sus impresiones y 
sugerencias sobre los cambios 
del periódico The Catholic 
Outlook. Por favor, envíe sus 
comentarios por correo electrónico 
a Steff Koeneman, directora de 
comunicaciones: skoeneman@
diocesetucson.org. 

¡Los gritos de una niña de seis años salen de 
la ventana de su casa! Ya los vecinos saben lo 
que está pasando: el padre, después de pasar 
muchas horas en la cantina, por fin llega a la 
casa y está peleando con su esposa. Tratando 
de mantener la paz entre su padre y su mamá, 
la niña fue golpeada por su papá. Todas las 
semanas se repiten estos incidentes en aquella 
casa. Desgraciadamente este escenario se repite 
con mucha frecuencia en los hogares de nuestra 
ciudad y nuestra vecindad, 

Hace varios años comenzamos a celebrar la 
fiesta de la Sagrada Familia para dar un buen 
ejemplo de la importancia de tener un ambiente 
sano y bueno en la familia. Mucha gente vio 
la necesidad de establecer una devoción a la 
Sagrada Familia viendo en ella un modelo y 
fuente de ayuda para las familias Cristianas.

En la Sagrada Familia tenemos el ejemplo de 

una familia muy distinta a la de nosotros: un 
padre, José, su esposa, María, y su hijo Jesús. 
Ellos se enfrentaron a todas las dificultades de 
un hogar pobre y los problemas diarios de una 
familia. Ellos no tienen una cuenta de banco, y 
su única propiedad es  una pequeña casita. El 
hijo no nació en un hospital metropolitano pero 
en un establo al lado de los animales. Su padre, 
José, trabaja como carpintero para sostener la 
familia.

La Sagrada Familia no es una familia sacada 
de los cuentos románticos donde todo es 

color de rosas en la que sólo hay paz, sonrisa 
e ilusión. La Sagrada Familia es una familia 
verdadera en que el hijo crece y da un mensaje 
al mundo de la necesidad de una comprensión 
mutua y el amor verdadero  

Con este artículo yo cumplo diez años de 
escribir por la Nueva Visión. Ha sido un honor 
y placer a compartir la Palabra de Dios con 
ustedes por los últimos diez años. Ya es tiempo 
de tomar un descanso entonces este será mi 
última vez de compartir con ustedes. Que Dios 
los bendiga siempre.

—
Padre Roberto Kose esta en Casa San Jose en 
Tucson.

Después de 10 años, Padre Kose ha decidido 
tomarse un descanso de escribir sus columnas. 
Le damos las gracias por su excelente trabajo y le 
deseamos buena suerte en el futuro.

La Sagrada Familia 

REFLEXIONES
Padre Roberto Kose, O.F.M. Cap.

¡Extra! ¡Extra! Cambios en puerta para el periódico católico
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Parroquias centenarias celebraron 
su riqueza histórica y cultural. 
La parroquia de Yuma observa su 
150o aniversario y la parroquia de Ajo 
celebra 100 años.

Cada una de las secciones del 
hermoso mural que adorna la 
pared del salón parroquial ilustra 
vívidamente una historia de fe, una 
historia de perseverancia, la historia de 
Yuma, Arizona.

En el mural se ven rostros del 
pasado. Hay indicios del futuro. Hay 
orgullo.

“La celebración fue el punto 
culminante de numerosos preparativos 
“ dijo el Padre Manuel Fragoso 
Carranza, párroco de la Inmaculada 
Concepción de Yuma. “El maravilloso 
ambiente de la iglesia y todos los 
sacerdotes presentes... que en algún 
momento de su vida brindaron 
servicios allí... Fue una hermosa 
celebración”.

El Padre Fragoso, quien también 
es Vicario Foráneo, comentó que uno 
de los invitados de honor del reciente 
evento fue Mons. Richard “Dixie” 
O’Keeffe, quien todavía trabaja en 
la parroquia y durante 29 años fue 
párroco de la Inmaculada Concepción. 

“En varios sentidos, él le fue dando 
forma a la comunidad de Yuma”, dijo 
el Padre Fragoso en referencia a Mons. 
O’Keeffe. “Él sabía cómo integrarse en 
la comunidad. El amor y la pasión que 
él siente por Yuma han moldeado esta 
comunidad a un nivel muy profundo”.

La Parroquia de la Inmaculada 
Concepción de Yuma celebró su 
150o aniversario el día de la fiesta 
de la Inmaculada Concepción el mes 
pasado. 

En otro pueblo distante, situado a 
114 millas de Tucson, otra parroquia 
llamada Inmaculada Concepción 
celebró jubilosamente su 100o 
aniversario. La comunidad católica de 
Ajo recordó su pasado reconociendo a 
tres miembros ‘constitutivos’, fieles de 
esta iglesia la mayor parte de su vida y 
casi desde el inicio de la parroquia.

 

Yuma
La Parroquia de la Inmaculada 

Concepción fue fundada en 1866 por 
el primer sacerdote residente, el Padre 
Patrick Birmingham, en un pueblo 
por entonces conocido como Arizona 
City. La primera iglesia –edificada en 
las inmediaciones de las calles Main y 
Fourth– literalmente fue construida 
bloque de adobe a bloque de adobe, 
uno de cada católico de la parroquia. 

Un relato histórico señala que 
quienes terminaron de edificar la 
iglesia fueron el Padre Jean Baptiste 
Salpointe –quien más adelante se 
convirtió en Arzobispo de Santa Fe 
y después fue el primer obispo de la 
Diócesis de Tucson– y los feligreses. 

Esa primera iglesia, construida 
de adobe, fue arrasada por una 
inundación. Para edificar la siguiente 
estructura, cerca del sitio original, se 
utilizaron ladrillos. Un relato da el año 
de construcción como 1899. Varios 
sacerdotes sirvieron en la segunda 
Iglesia de la Inmaculada Concepción, 
entre ellos el Padre Peter Bourgade, 
quien también llegó a ser obispo de la 
Diócesis de Tucson. Esa iglesia se usó 
continuamente hasta que fue destruida 
por un incendio el 22 de nov. de 1960.

La Iglesia de la Inmaculada 
Concepción que los católicos de hoy 
conocen fue construida en 1963 y 
dedicada el 16 de feb. de 1964. 

El Padre Fragoso dijo que sus 
feligreses dedicaron años a elaborar 
el plan para la celebración, que 
incluía una serie de celebraciones a lo 
largo de cuatro años. Para una de las 
celebraciones, la parroquia se enfocó 
en la Misión de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe; otro año se dio relieve a la 
Escuela de la Inmaculada Concepción; 
el siguiente año se dedicó al Convento 
y las Hermanas, y el último año se 
centró en la Iglesia de la Inmaculada 
Concepción.

“La idea era acercar esos cuatro 
puntos para demostrar la unidad de 
la comunidad”, dijo el Padre Fragoso. 
“Nuestra visión era destacarlos 
con el fin de crear conciencia de 

las conexiones y la sensación de 
pertenencia de estas personas en 
las diferentes áreas, o componentes, 
de la Parroquia de la Inmaculada 
Concepción.

La celebración también incluyó la 
presentación del hermoso mural que 
ilustra la historia de la parroquia, sus 
líderes, su gente, y la comunidad de 
Yuma que la rodea. La artista Adry 
del Rocio, de Guadalajara, creó el 
enorme y vívido mural, y Fernando 
Mendoza produjo una imagen de la 
Virgen María para las estampitas que 
se distribuyeron en la celebración.

Varias Hermanas Franciscanas de 
la Caridad Cristiana de Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, entre ellas la Hna. Natalie 
Binversie, directora de la comunidad, 
asistieron a la celebración. Las 
hermanas han brindado servicios a la 
parroquia desde el año 1930.

Ajo
No tan histórica, y no tan lejana, 

se encuentra la Parroquia de la 
Inmaculada Concepción en Ajo. Esta 
parroquia celebró su Centenario el 
pasado 19 de noviembre.

La primera Misa de la comunidad, 
que hace tiempo era un pueblo 
minero, se celebró en un “pequeño 
edificio de madera, que no era más 
que una sala, en el antiguo pueblo de 
Clarkston, un asentamiento ubicado en 
el sitio donde hoy está la mina abierta 
(no hay fechas precisas)”, según una 
historia escrita a máquina archivada en 
la diócesis. “Más adelante, él (el primer 
sacerdote, Padre Julius Gheldof) usaba 
la antigua oficina del Sheriff hasta 
que se construyó la actual rectoría, 
alrededor del año 1919, y entonces 
utilizaba la mitad de la rectoría como 
iglesia parroquial”.

La hermosa iglesia con cúpula 
blanca que hoy llamamos Inmaculada 
Concepción, comenzó a construirse 
en Ajo en 1924. Cuando se estaba 
construyendo, se incendió una de las 
paredes causando el desplome de otra 
pared, lo cual demoró las obras; pero 
por fin, la iglesia estuvo terminada 

en 1925. El Obispo Daniel J. Gerkce 
dedicó la iglesia el Día de Acción de 
Gracias, 21 de noviembre de 1925.

De ahí, adelantémonos al 2016. La 
situación de la vibrante comunidad 
cambió cuando la intensa actividad 
minera cesó hace varios años, y 
muchos de los residentes se mudaron a 
otros lugares, algunos cerca otros más 
lejos. Hoy, gran parte de la población 
está constituida por jubilados y snow 
birds, personas que evitan los duros 
inviernos viviendo en climas más 
cálidos durante varios meses.

El Obispo Kicanas, junto con 
el actual párroco, el Padre Peter 
Nwachukwu, celebraron la Misa para 
la comunidad parroquial.

“Estuvo muy bien, y tuvimos una 
maravillosa concurrencia”, dijo el 
Padre Nwachukwu en referencia a la 
celebración.

El Obispo Kicanas bendijo una pieza 
conmemorativa del centenario que 
se colocará en el exterior de la iglesia 
y la estatua de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe ubicada en el lado oeste del 
edificio. 

El Padre Nwachukwu señaló 
que para la celebración se publicó 
una historia de la Parroquia de la 
Inmaculada Concepción de Ajo. Los 
datos para el libro fueron recopilados 
por Gabrielle David, Louie Walters, 
José Castillo y Hollister David.

Amenizaron la celebración varios 
grupos representativos de la diversidad 
cultural de la parroquia que pusieron 
en escena bailes típicos de México, de 
pueblos indígenas norteamericanos, de 
las Filipinas, y de Hawái, y un grupo de 
intérpretes en inglés.

La celebración incluyó también 
el reconocimiento de tres feligreses, 
todos de más de noventa años de 
edad, que han asistido a la iglesia 
de la Inmaculada Concepción toda 
su vida. Fueron homenajeados 
en representación de los miles 
de católicos que han hecho de la 
Inmaculada Concepción su hogar 
espiritual.

Gran aniversarios para parroquias de la Inmaculada Concepción, en Yuma y Ajo



JANUARY 201720    CATHOLIC OUTLOOK

e—— presents ——f

Suggested donation $20 

2727 W. Tangerine Rd., Tucson, AZ 85742  |  520.469.7835

St. Mark’sConcert Series 

Sarah Kroger
Contemporary Christian Artist

Sunday, February 12, 2017
3:00 p.m. Concert

Salpointe Salutes 
Most Rev. Gerald F. Kicanas, D.D.
THE 2017 ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

AWARD HONOREE 
for his faithful leadership and service to 

Southern Arizona and the Salpointe Lancers!

1545 East Copper Street  v  Tucson, Arizona  v  (520) 327-6581  v  salpointe.org

The Catholic Tour &
Fr. Juan Carlos Aguirre

Invite you on a pilgrimage to 
Rome & Fatima 

In Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary  
of the Apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima 

November 13 - 20, 2017
$2749.00 per person

(Includes mandatory airfare taxes and fees)

For more information contact:

Jim Harris 
(520) 784-3607

jharris091686@msn.com
— or —

The Catholic Tour 
1-877-627-4268

info@thecatholictour.com

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for 
its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

For fifty years, RRC has been a  
harmonious sanctuary of  
contemplative prayer, study and  
practice.  The Center is home to  
the Hesychia School of Spiritual  
Direction.  Located in the foothills  
of the Tucson Mountains RRC is  
available for group retreats,  
meetings and seminars.  Available 
throughout the year are private   
retreats, Serenity retreats and  
individual directed retreats in which 
the individual person directs his/
her own retreat  experience.  

The Redemptorist Renewal Center 
www.desertrenewal.org 

7101 W. Picture Rocks Rd, Tucson, AZ 85743 ~ Phone: 520.744.3400  


