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CLASS OF 2017
It’s all about the faith 
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Calling all youths, young adults:
The pope wants to hear from you

Dos ministerios finalizan, 
dos comienzan pronto. El 
ciclo de servicio continúa
— ver página 16

— see page 3

Southern Arizona Catholic high schools graduated about 480 students in May. For pictures of the 
top students and recent commencements, see pages 10-11.
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Diocese sets up ‘listening 
sessions’ to gather input 
requested by Pope Francis in 
preparation for Youth and 
Vocations synod
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

With the next World Synod 
of Bishops on Youth, Faith and 
Vocations 16 months away, the 
Diocese is inviting input from its 
youths and young adults on the 
critical questions to be studied by 
the bishops. 

Joe Perdreauville, assistant 
director for Pastoral Services, 
announced dates, times and 
locations for listening sessions 
scheduled around the Diocese 
this  June through September. The 
input gathered at these sessions 
will be part of a report submitted 
to the US bishops in September 
and, subsequently, to the Vatican 
for the synod next year. 

“This is a very important 
time in the life of our church,” 
Perdreauville said. “We need 
to find out where we are 
successful in serving our youths 
and young adults and, more 
important, where we must do 
better.”

Perdreauville noted that 
input will revolve around 
responses to a series of 
questions targeting the specific 
audiences. 

For example, the questions 
for youths include: 

• What are the main 
challenges for young people 
today?  In Church? Outside the 
Church?

• What attracts you to 
religious life as a priest, vowed 
sister or brother?

• What attracts you to a 
vocation of marriage?

Among the questions to be 
asked of youth leaders:

• How and in what manner 
is contact made with young 
people who do not frequent 
church surroundings?

• How are families and 
communities involved in the 
vocational discernment of 
young people?

• How are you addressing the 
cultural changes resulting from 
the development of the digital 
world?

Perdreauville said the 
Diocese is hoping to gather 
responses from youths and 
young adults on the peripheries 
or those not necessarily 
connected to the Church. He is 
encouraging those who plan on 
attending the sessions to reach 
out to their peers who are not 
as active or not active at all in 
their Catholic faith and invite 
them to attend or to solicit their 
answers to those questions.

Calling all youths, young adults: The pope wants to hear from you 

The listening sessions are as follows:
• June 10, 12:30 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, 

Yuma; for youth leaders and Arcoiris leaders. 
• June 23, 6:30-8:30 p.m., with pizza 

served starting at 5:30 p.m., St. Thomas More 
Newman Center, 1615 E. Second St., Tucson; 
for high school youths.

• June 24, 10 a.m.-noon, followed by lunch, 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, 5150 N. Valley 
View Rd., Tucson; for youth leaders. 

• Aug. 21, 9:30 a.m., St. Augustine High 
School, 8800 E. 22nd St., Tucson; for high 
school juniors and seniors from Catholic high 
schools, up to 10 per school.

• Sept. 10, following the 11:15 a.m. 
Mass, St. Thomas More Newman Center, 
Tucson; young adult attendees at the Mass, 
those involved with Theology on Tap, Ace 
Advocates and members of the Promesa 
groups from Tucson’s St. Monica and Sacred 
Heart parishes.

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Sometimes, a small contribution 
can have a long, lasting effect.

Rita Pender was 80 years old 
when she moved to Sierra Vista 
to live with her daughter, Sheila 
Heidman. A native of Lacona, Iowa, 
Pender had been recently widowed. 
When she moved 
to Arizona, she 
settled into Our 
Lady of the 
Mountains Parish, 
said Shivaun 
Schulte, vice 
president of the 
parish chapter of 
the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. 

For the next decade, Pender lived 
out the church’s social mission 
through St. Vincent de Paul and 
the parish, before her death from 
pneumonia in 2016. On May 20, the 
society and the parish recognized 
her work by opening Rita’s Food 
Pantry, with the help of the 
Southern Arizona Food Bank.

Heidman said Pender had worked 
as an accountant in Des Moines until 
retiring at age 50. She was treasurer 

of St. Vincent de Paul and felt a very 
strong affiliation with the society’s 
mission to help the poor.

“Helping other people in any 
manner possible was what she 
needed to do and wanted to do,” 
Heidman said. 

“She was friendly, always wanting 
to help someone out,” said Father 
Michael Bucciarelli, parish pastor.

He noted that while his parish 
sits in a more affluent area of Sierra 
Vista, residents of nearby Hereford 
and Palominas were rural and poor 
and hard to reach. 

Schulte said that Pender was 
driving down the street one time 
and came upon a homeless family. 
She went to a nearby restaurant, 
bought them lunch with her own 
money and shared the meal with 
them. 

Another time, she was doing a 
home visit in a remote area and 
was greeted by several large dogs. 
Petrified of dogs, she and her 
partner conducted the assessment 
without incident, making sure 
all the family’s needs could be 
accounted for, said Schulte.

Pender was going blind – “she 
needed special adaptive devices and 

magnifying glasses” – but she always 
made sure that “the cupboard,” 
where emergency food was kept, 
was always full before leaving the 
parish’s society office.

Heidman said her mom suffered 
from macular degeneration, and 
would frequently ask the daughter 
to assist her in restocking the office 
supply.

Last year, the Food Bank 
approached the parish and the 
society to boost supplies for 
the food pantry. After several 
“unofficial” openings, with a dozen 

or fewer people taking advantage 
of the resources, Rita’s Food Pantry 
made its debut in May. Schulte said 
that she hoped with publicity and 
through personal contacts, more 
people might come to have access to 
enough food.

That would be what Pender 
would want, Schulte said.

“She was a person who was 
cheerful and radiated kindness.” 

Heidman said she is deeply 
touched by having the pantry 
named after her mom. “I know she 
would feel very honored by that.”

Our Lady of the Mountains food pantry named after saintly Sierra Vista senior

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Christie Jensen

Patrons visit the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry, named in honor of Our Lady of the 
Mountains volunteer Rita Pender.

RITA PENDER
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PHOENIX — Msgr. Van A. Wagner, 
former Vicar General for the Diocese 
of Tucson, died April 27. He was 80.

Born July 24, 1936, in Evanston, 
Ill., to Van A. and Helen R. (Kalmes) 
Wagner, he was baptized in St. Jerome 
Church, Chicago, and attended the 

parish school 
there until his 
family moved 
to Phoenix 
in 1943. He 
attended 
Catholic schools 
in Phoenix until 
entering minor 
seminary and 
subsequently St. 

John Seminary in Camarillo, Calif. He 
was ordained a priest for the Diocese 
of Tucson on April 25, 1961, by 
Bishop Francis J. Green in St. Agnes 
Church, Phoenix. 

He attended the University of 
Arizona and earned a master’s in 
education in 1963.

He served as an assistant or 

associate pastor at St. Anthony’s, Casa 
Grande (1961-62) and St. Joseph’s, 
Tucson (1962-68, 1971-74); as co-
pastor at St. Monica’s, Tucson (1974-
75); and pastor at St. Monica’s (1975-
82, 1983-92) and at Sts. Peter and 
Paul, Tucson, (1994-99). He was also 
administrator at St. Cyril’s, Tucson 
(1974), and administrator pro-tem at 
Our Lady of the Valley, Green Valley, 
and Sts. Peter and Paul (1993). He 
served as senior priest and parochial 
vicar at Sts. Peter and Paul, beginning 
in 2004.

Besides parish assigments, he was 
the diocesan director of Vocations 
(1965-72), assistant superintendent 
of Schools and assistant director 
of Religious Education (1962-68), 
director of Religious Education (1965-
68), Vicar General (1999-2006) and 
as Vicar for Priests (1980).

He served on several committees 
including the Priests Personnel Board 
(1975-78), the Priests Assurance 
Association (1977-80) and the 
Presbyteral Council as vicar for the 

following terms: Pima West (1976), 
Pima South (1985-91).

He retired in 2006 and 
subsequently moved to Phoenix. 

“Msgr. Wagner was a priest’s 
priest,” said Msgr. Jeremiah McCarthy, 
Vicar General and Moderator of the 
Curia. “He was faithful, humble and 
always a gentleman. He saw the good 
in every person.”

Msgr. McCarthy recalled that as 
a seminarian, he received a visit 
from then-Father Wagner and the 
late Father Peter M. McGloin. “They 
convinced me to study for the Diocese 
of Tucson. It was the best decision I 
ever made,” he said. 

“He certainly personified the 
Gaelic term soggarth aroon – ‘beloved 
priest,’” said Msgr. McCarthy.

Msgr. Thomas Millane remembered 
Msgr. Wagner as “a stellar, intelligent 
guy. He worked hard all the time and 
never asked for any favors.”

Mike Marum, a Knight Commander 
of the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher, 
recalled Msgr. Wagner, who was also 

a member of the Equestrian Order, 
from the time the priest served as 
vicar general for Bishops Gerald F. 
Kicanas and Manuel D. Moreno. “He 
was a tremendous asset to Bishop 
Moreno when the Diocese was going 
through bankruptcy proceedings.”

Msgr. Wagner was also helpful 
to Bishop Kicanas, accompanying 
him to parishes during the bishop’s 
first pastoral visits. “Those were like 
memory dumps, giving the bishop a 
very good start.”

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated May 5 at 2 p.m. in Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church, 1946 E. Lee St., with 
interment in Holy Hope Cemetery. 

CORRECTION
A deacon was misidentified in a 
photo caption on page 3 of the May 
issue of the Catholic Outlook. The 
deacon is Deacon Joe Cruz. The 
Catholic Outlook regrets the error.

Msgr. Van A. Wagner, former Vicar General, dead at 80
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Last month we lost two of our exemplary 
priests: Msgr. Arsenio Carrillo and Msgr. Van 
Wagner. These two men were giants in the 
presbyterate of the Diocese of Tucson. They 
served faithfully and lovingly and held the 
respect of their brother priests and of the 
people they had ministered.

In their combined 117 years of priesthood, 
they touched the lives of countless people, 
most of whom they probably would not even 
remember. But those people remember them; 
I heard so many amazing, touching comments 
from people as our beloved priests were laid to 
rest.

One person said Msgr. Carrillo was always 
interested in you and your struggles; he was 
committed to helping those on the margins, 
those without other advocates. He was a Pope 
Francis before Pope Francis. He cared. One 
person said Msgr. Wagner was a true shepherd, 
a trusted priest. You could tell he loved his 
priesthood. A gentle man, he could be a lion 
when he saw injustice done toward others.

These priests served as advisors and 
confidants to our last three bishops and either 
one of them could well have been our bishop, 

considering the talents they held and the 
integrity of their characters.

While both men had been retired for some 
time, they continued to take an interest in the 
Diocese and were always eager to help as they 
could. We will miss them. We mourn their loss, 
a big loss for sure.

But where there is sadness, there also is hope 
and we rejoice.

This June, I am delighted that before I retire 
I will have the privilege of ordaining two men 
to the priesthood for our diocese, two other 
men to the transitional diaconate and 20 men 
as permanent deacons. I also will be certifying 
13 lay ecclesial ministers for service in our 
parishes. We have much to rejoice in this June. 

Our two new priests, Fathers Martin 
Moreno and Callistus Iyorember, will begin 
their ministries on July 1 with assignments to 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Yuma and St. 
Mark Parish in Tucson, respectively.

As they begin their ministries, Martin and 
Callistus could learn a great deal from and in 
imitation of many behaviors from our two 
recently deceased priests about how to live their 
service well and with distinction. I hope they 

will emulate Arsenio and Van’s love for God 
and for their people. I hope they will show the 
same commitment to enter deeply into the lives 
of those they will be assigned to serve. I pray 
they care about their brother priests as much 
as Arsenio and Van did and that they never 
become lone rangers, apart from a sense of 
fraternity with other priests.

Seminarians John Gonzalez and Thomas 
Quirk will be ordained to the transitional 
diaconate on their way to becoming priests 
for our diocese. As they begin to form their 
understanding of who a priest should be, I hope 
they look to Msgr. Carrillo and Msgr. Wagner as 
prototypes of what matters in ministry. 

Permanent diaconate ordinations will be 
held in Yuma and in Tucson June 10 and June 
17 respectively. These men have been studying 
for more than four years. They have been 
discerning the Lord’s call in their lives for some 
time. They come from diverse backgrounds. 
Most of the deacon candidates are married. 
After ordination, they will take on new 
ministries: Baptizing, preaching, serving at the 
altar, and attending to those in prisons, hospitals 
and nursing homes. They will engage in various 
ministries helping their parishes become more 
vital and responsive to people’s pastoral and 
spiritual needs. 

They also can learn from our monsignors 
whose ministries were characterized by service, 
not lording it over others but intent on serving. 
I pray these new deacons will emulate Christ 
the Servant who came not to be served but to 
serve. Christ washing the feet of His disciples 
epitomizes the role of the deacon.

Two ministries end, two 
soon to begin. The cycle of 
service continues

JUNE
1 6 p.m., Confirmation, St. Kateri Tekakwitha  

 Parish, at St. Augustine Cathedral

3 10 a.m., Priesthood Ordination,  
 St. Augustine’s

 5:30 p.m., Confirmation, Infant Jesus of  
 Prague Church, Kearney for Infant Jesus and  
 St. Joseph, Hayden, parishes

4 Pentecost
 9:45 a.m., Confirmation,  

 Corpus Christi Church, Tucson
 Noon, Confirmation, St. Augustine’s
 3 p.m., Lay Ecclesial Ministry Certification,  

 St. Augustine’s

5 Episcopal installation, Bishop-elect  
 Steven Biegler, Cheyenne, WY

7 7:30 a.m., Review Board
 6 p.m., Confirmation,  

 St. Rose of Lima Church, Safford

10 10 a.m., Permanent Diaconate Ordination,  
 St. John Neumann Church, Yuma

 12:30-2 p.m., Youth Synod Listening Sessions,  
 St. Francis of Assisi Parish

11-15     USCCB General Assembly, Indianapolis

16 5:30 p.m., Dinner, Jordan Ministry winners

17 10 a.m., Permanent Diaconate and  
 Transitional Deacon Ordinations,  
 St. Augustine’s

 6:30 p.m., Confirmation,  
 Holy Cross Church, Morenci

19-20      Catholic Extension meeting, Chicago

21-22      All Day, Department Directors’ Goals meetings

22 7 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Margaret Mary Church, Tucson

23 7:30 a.m., Mass, Breakfast with Bishop,  
 Bishop’s Residence

23 5:30 p.m., Dinner, Youth Synod Listening Session,  
 St. Thomas More Newman Center, Tucson

24 10 a.m.-noon, Youth Synod Leaders  
 Listening Session, St. Thomas the Apostle  
 Parish, Tucson

 4:15 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Helen of the Cross Church, Eloy

28 Staff Day, Participation in V Encuentro

30 11 a.m., Mercy Care meeting

JULY
1 9 a.m., Mass, 100th Anniversary of Our Lady  

 of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Miami,  
 and Pastor Installation, Father Madhu George

2-25 Vacation

29 10 a.m., Confirmation, Our Lady of the  
 Blessed Sacrament Church, Miami, for Our  
 Lady of the Blessed Sacrament and  
 Holy Angels, Globe, parishes

Bishop’s Calendar – June-July 2017

u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 8
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Catholic Community Services now offers 
a Certified Adoptions program that 
works with couples seeking adoption with 
training and certification
First of two parts.
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Since 1991, the St. Nicholas of Myra 
Adoption Center, an agency within 
Catholic Community Services in 
Tucson, helped place foster children, 
whose ties to their natural families 
were severed by the state, into loving 
homes through adoption. 

That is, until last September, when 
the state announced that it was not 
renewing its contract with St. Nicholas, 
taking over the process of evaluating 
and advocating on behalf of children in 
state care. The last date of service was 
Dec. 31, 2016.

However, CCS and other agencies 
previously involved in adoptions 
shifted over to a Certified Adoptions 
program, which works with couples 
seeking to adopt those children.

The end of St. Nicholas was 
difficult for the agency and the staff, 
said Marie J. Reyna, associate agency 
director. St. Nicholas had employed 
25-30 people, but following the shift, 
only one employee remains. Some 
of the employees were hired at other 

programs in CCS; others took jobs with 
the state or another agency. Some left 
the field entirely.

Arranging adoptions “is a calling. 
We all believe that we are making a 
difference,” Reyna said. The layoffs 
were “hard, a bitter pill to swallow.”

Marisol Aguirre, a certified adoption 
specialist and only member of St. 

Nicholas who 
was hired by 
CCS to work on 
adoptions, said 
that in 2016, 
St. Nicholas 
processed 600 
adoptions. 
Some years, it 
was as high as 
800 adoptions.

Aguirre is working on about 12 cases 
at various stages in their certified 
adoption applications. 

When St. Nicholas closed, parents 
and families that had worked with the 
agency were initially unsure where to 
go to continue their adoption process, 
and those who had adopted using St. 
Nicholas didn’t know where to receive 
additional services. 

Reyna said that some were referred 
to other agencies, but others were 
encouraged to continue to work 

through CCS current staff. “We had so 
many people asking us ‘Where do we 
go?’ I told them they could come right 
here. We are in the same building, just a 
different program.”

Aguirre was hired as a full-time 
specialist for the Pima region. 
Aguirre’s duties primarily are assisting 
prospective adopting parents through 
the certification and adoption process. 
She also speaks to parish groups and 
agencies about the changes in the 
program. 

CCS is also a member of the Foster 
and Adoptive Council of Tucson 
(FACT). According to its web site, 
fosterandadoptivecounci
loftucson.org, is “a collaboration of 
18 different agencies in Pima County 
that provide foster care and adoption 
services.” It offers twice monthly 
orientation sessions for prospective 
parents to learn more about foster care 
as well as adoption.  

In 1997, CCS formed a social service 
network called the Arizona Partnership 
for Children (AZPaC), comprised of 
CCS of Southern Arizona, Catholic 
Charities Community Services from 
the Diocese of Phoenix and another 
nonprofit agency, Devereux Arizona. 
The members offer a variety of 
services, depending on the location of 

the adopting family. 
Reyna noted that even within CCS in 

southern Arizona, different offices have 
different capabilities when it comes to 
assisting parents considering adoptions. 
For example, CCS Pinal County has 
staff that works on certified adoptions, 
but also assists applicants seeking to 
become licensed foster care providers.

For years, St. Nicholas cosponsored 
the annual Tucson Adoption 
Celebration, a en masse adoption court 
and family-friendly celebration in a 
Tucson park in November, usually held 
on National Adoption Day.  In an article 
published in the diocesan newspaper in 
2013, more than 50 families had their 
adoptions finalized then. 

National Adoption Day in 2017 is 
Nov. 18.

The number of children in state care 
and eligible for adoption is at its highest 
point in at least a year, according to the 
state Child Safety web site. As of Jan. 1, 
2017, the most recent date listed, there 
were 2,818 children ready for adoption, 
an increase of more than 10 percent 
from January 2016.

“The need is there,” Reyna said.
She was pleased that CCS continues 

to stay involved in adoptions in 
southern Arizona. “This is part of who 
we are. This is part of our mission.” 

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Jan Moncivaiz and her husband submitted their 
adoption application with a very specific child in 
mind. 

“She was a 14-year-old girl with Type 2 diabetes,” 
Jan said, looking back with leaders from Catholic 
Community Services May 15 in a discussion on 
adoptions.

Jan had come to St. Nicholas of Myra Adoption 
Center, which operated under the auspices of 
Catholic Community Services of Tucson. She and 
her husband, a physician, knew the particular girl, 
who was in foster care at the time, because she was 
friends with Jan’s natural daughter. 

“She had a really rough history,” Jan said.
The family got along very well with her, even 

taking the girl and other friends on a vacation to 
Disneyland.

While she could not discuss specifics, Jan said that 
her family was in the final steps leading to adoption. 
However, the girl became violently resistant to 
treatment and despite long and heart-breaking 
attempts, the application had to be withdrawn. 

“I was devastated that didn’t work out,” Jan said. 

“It was heart-breaking.”
Instead, in 2014, Jan and her husband adopted a 

pair of siblings, then ages 4 and 5, and could not have 
been happier, she said. Last December, they adopted 
another set of siblings, ages 1 and 2.

“Each case is very different,” she added.
Jan cited her own experience in adopting. The 

first pair was an open adoption, which allowed some 
information to be shared with the birth mother and 
has been a great blessing. 

The second adoption was a closed adoption, 

with no information allowed between the birth and 
adopting parents. Information about the birth family 
is sealed by the court. Because of the circumstances, 
the adoption was finalized within 90 days, about half 
the time normally required for final approval.

Jan said that the first time she saw the siblings 
for the second adoption, the attachment was 
instantaneous. She visited them twice more before it 
became clear to everyone what needed to happen.

“By the end of the third day, they were crying to 
come home with me, so they did,” she recalled. 

Jan praised the work of the staff who assisted in 
the adoptions. “These people become part of your 
family,” she said. “Adoptions are not for the weak.” 

CCS Associate Agency Director Marie J. Reyna 
only knew Jan over the phone until recently meeting 
her in person. She assisted on Jan’s second adoption 
and “I knew it would be a perfect match because of 
how we had gotten to know each other.”

Jan said that not all the information they received 
from the state Department of Child Safety about 
the children ended up being true. For the earlier 
adoptions, they were warned about certain behaviors 
the children would regularly exhibit, but never did. 

u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Hannah Mitchell, Jan Moncivaiz and Marie Reyna look 
at family pictures during a break at Catholic Community 
Services.

MARISOL AGUIRRE

Local adoption center closed when state contract stopped

For one adopting family, first there was heartbreak, then joy
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DIOCESAN EVENTS

Diocesan event for single parent families
Saturday, June 3, 2:30 - 4:45 p.m.,  
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center,  

1950 W. Irvington Pl., Tucson
The diocesan Office of Life and Dignity is 

sponsoring “A Gathering for You,” an event 
welcoming single parent families. It will 
include a meal, prayer, community building and 
conversations. Childcare and activity sessions 
are available for the children. Participants are 
invited to attend the 5 p.m. Saturday vigil Mass 
for Pentecost. To register, please call Franciscan 
Sister Leonette Kochan at (520) 838-2560 or 
email lkochan@diocesetucson.org by June 2.

Deacon, presbyteral ordinations scheduled
Priest ordinations: Saturday, June 3, 10 a.m., 

St. Augustine Cathedral, 192 S. Stone Ave., 
Tucson;

Deacon ordinations: Saturday, June 10, 10 
a.m., St. John Neumann Church, 11545 E. 40th 
St., Yuma;

Deacon ordinations: Saturday, June 17, 10 
a.m., St. Augustine Cathedral

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas will confer the 
sacrament of Holy Orders on 20 men, including 
the order of priesthood on Deacons Callistus 
Iyorember and Martin Moreno June 3.

Thirteen to be certified ecclesial ministers
Sunday, June 4, 3 p.m., St. Augustine 
Cathedral, 192 S. Stone Ave., Tucson

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas will certify 13 new lay 
ecclesial ministers for parish or pastoral work.

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE

Sts Peter and Paul marks Corpus Christi
Sunday, June 18, 8 a.m.,  

Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 1946 E. Lee St., Tucson
Sts. Peter and Paul worshippers will join in the 

exposition, procession and benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament following the 7 a.m. Mass. The 
procession will occur along the perimeter of the 
church block. 

Feast day fete to honor new ministers
Saturday, June 24, 5:30 p.m.,  

Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 1946 E. Lee St., Tucson
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish will celebrate the 

newly certified lay ecclesial minister Sharon 
Hammond and newly ordained Deacon Don 
Nagy completing their respective formations. 
The parish will also be honoring its patrons on 
that day, in advance of their June 29 feast. A 
chili dinner reception, courtesy of the Knights of 
Columbus, will follow. While the dinner is free, 
anyone planning to attend should contact the 
parish office at (520) 327-6015.

PIMA EAST VICARIATE

Magnificat to host high tea
Saturday, June 10, 1-3 p.m.,  

St. Francis de Sales Parish Hall,  
1375 S. Camino Seco, Tucson

Magnificat, the Catholic women’s group, 
will be holding a high tea featuring finger 
food, entertainment and prizes. All women are 
welcome. For tickets, call Elizabeth at (520) 749-
0633 or email magnificattucaz@cox.net.

OMOS to hold ‘Fun Factory’ Bible school
Monday-Friday, June 19-23, 8:45 a.m.-noon, 

Our Mother of Sorrows Parish,  
1800 S. Kolb Rd., Tucson

OMOS is sponsoring the “Maker Fun Factory” 
vacation Bible school for children entering 
grades 1-6. Registration forms are available in the 
parish office. For additional information about 
volunteering or registering, email Laura Stehle, 
lstehle@omosparish.org or call (520) 747-1321.

St. Cyril’s offers support for newly married
Saturday, July 15, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,  

Guadalupe Room, St. Cyril of Alexandria Parish,  
4725 E. Pima St., Tucson

Newly-married couples in their first three 
years are invited to a “post-Cana” gathering with 
socialization, prayer, faith formation, marital 
enrichment and a potluck lunch on a quarterly 
basis. For further information, call Steve 
LeGendre at the parish office at (520) 795-1633.  

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

St. Mark’s announces summer events
Various dates and locations,  

St. Mark Parish, 2727 W. Tangerine Rd., Tucson
St. Mark Parish will hold events at the locations, 

dates and times as follows:
• June 10, Men’s prayer breakfast, 8:30-11 a.m., 

in the parish hall;
• June 14, Seeker Sessions - Exploring RCIA, 9 

a.m., in the church family room;
• July Saturdays, TMIY (“That Man Is You”) 

men’s summer program, 6 a.m., in the parish hall;
• July Tuesdays, Confession, eucharistic 

adoration and devotion to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, 7 p.m., in the chapel;

• July 12, Seeker Session - Exploring RCIA, 6 
p.m., in the church family room;

• Aug. 9, Seeker Session - Exploring RCIA, 6 
p.m., in the church family room;

• Beginning Aug. 27 and following on 12 
consecutive Sundays, Divorced and Separated 
group meeting, 2 p.m., in the church family room.

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

Father’s Day tardeada for Santa Cruz
Sunday, June 18, 2-7 p.m., Casino Ballroom, 

437 E. 26th St., Tucson

Santa Cruz Parish is hosting a Father’s Day 
Celebration, a tardeada, or afternoon party, 
with mariachis and a DJ. Proceeds from the 
event, which includes a meal, dancing, raffles 
and a silent auction, will go toward the costs 
of renovating the parish kitchen. For more 
information, call Martha Tadlock at (520) 548-
8062 or email m.tadlock@comcast.net. 

PIMA WEST VICARIATE

St. Kateri honors patron with Mass
Friday, July 14, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Church,  
507 W. 29th St., Tucson 

The patronal feast day celebration will begin 
with a blessing, a Tohono O’odham Honor Song, 
a procession including an image of St. Kateri and 
Native and Aztec dancers, followed by Mass. For 
more information, call the parish office at (520) 622-
5363. 

PINAL EAST VICARIATE

Blessed Sacrament to celebrate jubilee
Saturday, July 1, 9 a.m.,  

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, 
844 W. Sullivan St., Miami.

The parish will celebrate its centennial 
with Mass. For more information about this 
and other jubilee events, email Paul Licano, 
pbatmanlicano@hotmail.com. 

Reyna said that sometimes those types of 
changes happen when children are placed in a 
different environment. 

Jan said her natural family has grown very 
close to the adopted children. Her grown 
27-year-old son will sometimes come over just to 
visit with the children.

“I do the best I can with all my children,” she 
said. “It’s no different than what I have done 
with my birth children.” 

However, adopting is not for everyone, Jan 
cautioned. “It’s a God-given gift that you are able 
to accept adopting children.” As for the 14-year-
old for whom they first began adopting, Jan said 
she is still in state care and continues to struggle 
at times. They remain in touch, although the girl 
never knew how close she was to being adopted. 
That was the decision of the professional team 
working on the adoption. 

Jan’s is not the only case of a family adopting 
multiple children or more than one time.

In the November 2015 issue of the New Vision 
(former diocesan newspaper), a single mom 
named BJ Martin talked about adopting her 
fourth child, following 13 years as a foster parent. 

Like Jan, she had raised her own natural 
children – three of them – from birth.

JOY
continued from page 5
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(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free 

4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201 | Tucson, Arizona 85718 
palazzob@stifel.com | www.stifel.com 

Ben Palazzo

Celebrating 31 years

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds  
Annuities | CDs | Money Market Funds | IRAs  

IRA Rollovers | Retirement Plans | UITs   
Cash Management | Financial Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE

Pancake House
Family Restaurant

2532 S. KOLB • 747-7536

Lunch Specials $ 5.95

Open Mon-Sat
6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sun 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Serving Tucson

32 years

Mon Chicken Taco Salad
Tues Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 
 & Garlic Bread
Wed Steak Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Thurs Chicken & Beans Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Fri Lasagna w/Garlic Bread

Monday - Friday $2.79
Not valid on holidays

Menudo Sat-Sun $6.79Breakfast 
Special 

Sharers in Ministry

We offer:
• Level One (LI) and Two (LII)  
 certification classes for teachers  
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and  
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to fit the  
 needs of your faith community

The Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

JUNE 2017 - JMT EVENTS

6/3 9 a.m. CCS Ministers to Homebound (Miami, AZ)

6/5 4:30 p.m. LI-1: Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism & Confirmation  
 2: Sacrament of Initiation: Eucharist (JMT)

6/6 4:30 p.m. LI-1: Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation & Anointing  
 2: Sacrament of Christian Vocation (JMT)

6/16 JMT Last Day…closed until Tuesday, August 1, 2017www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for 
its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Even as school winds down in June, an 
expanded state funding program could provide 
enormous financial benefits to Catholic school 
parents in the 2017-18 school year. 

Empowerment Scholarship Accounts (ESAs) 
were established by the state in 2011 to help 
students with special needs. In the last legislative 
session, it was expanded to include a phase in for 
all the state’s K-12 students during the next four 
years.

“Catholic schools offer something that no 
public school can: Integrating the faith into 
a child’s school day,” said Catholic Schools 
Superintendent Sheri Dahl. “This ESA expansion 
is great news to help make Catholic education 
available, accessible and affordable to more 
families.”

More than 3,100 students participated during 
the current school year, representing only 22 
percent of those eligible. 

The program allows parents to enroll their 
children in non-public school alternatives, 
including Catholic schools, using ESA funds 
directly appropriated to each family. 

EdChoice, a national group specializing 
in school choice options, said on its website, 
edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/arizona-
empowerment-scholarship-accounts, that the 
average award for the upcoming academic year in 

Arizona would be about $5,600.
These are among the conditions:
Except for children entering kindergarten, 

students must be previously enrolled at least 
100 days in an underperforming public school. 
Students are phased in, with those entering 
first, sixth and ninth grades eligible in 2017-18, 
adding those entering second, seventh and 10th 
grades the following academic year. In 2019-20, 
students entering third, eighth and 11th grades 
are eligible, followed in 2020-21 with all students 
in grades K-12 included.

Students living in households with earnings 
at 250 percent of the poverty level (in 2016-17, 
that’s $60,750 for a family of four) are eligible, 
based on income, for full funding. For those with 
higher earnings, funding maybe provided at 90 
percent of district per pupil cost. Students with 
special needs and an Individual Education Plan 
may qualify for additional funding.

The number of students accepted into the 
program will be capped at one half of one 
percent of the total of the previous year’s 
traditional public and public charter schools’ 
enrollment.  

Applications are expected to be available in 
early summer for the upcoming academic year at 
the website esa.azed.gov/esa. More information 
will also be available at Catholic schools in the 
Diocese. 

Options in education: Introducing Catholic parents  
to Empowerment Scholarship Accounts

BISHOP’S COLUMN
continued from page 4

Finally, as laity take up more responsibilities 
in the Church, we are blessed to have a four-
year program that certifies graduates as lay 
ecclesial ministers. They are ready and willing 
to take up an active role in their parishes. They 
will serve as coworkers with our priests and 
deacons. Msgr. Carrillo and Msgr. Wagner 
empowered many laity during their years of 
ministry. They understood the importance of 
the baptismal call and its implications for how 
we live our lives. I pray these laity formed in 
the faith will be valued and appreciated by our 
priests and people for the services they can 
render.

As you can see, there is much to be joyful 
and hopeful about, even as we experience 
sadness in the loss of two priest brothers who 
left their mark on our diocese.

We implore the Lord and agree to act in 
service to His people.

We are all painfully aware of the lack of 
priests and religious to serve our diocese. As 
we see our priests and religious aging, we all 
are concerned for the future. All of us can 
plead with the Lord to send laborers for the 
harvest. We remember the Lord’s reminder “to 
ask and you will receive.” 

We can storm the heavens with prayer 
asking for more people to be open to serve 
others.

Prayer is not enough. As St. Augustine said, 
“Pray as if everything depended on God, act 
as if everything depended on you.” So, as we 
pray for more vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life, we can invite and encourage men 
and women in our communities to hear and 
to respond to God’s call. Research suggests 
that many men think about the possibility 
of priesthood, but lacking an invitation and 
support to follow that call, they may not act to 
become priests. 

There are other Msgr. Carrillos and Msgr. 
Wagners out there in our diocese. Why not 
encourage them to consider the priesthood? 
Men who seem interested in priesthood might 
realize the same joy that these priests knew 
in their lives well lived. There also are many 
women with gifts to serve others who would 
flourish in religious life.

We just need to invite them to dwell on the 
call to serve. 

—
Editor’s note: For information on a vocation to the 
priesthood, email Father Jorge Farias Saucedo at 
jfarias@diocesetucson.org or call 838-2530; on a 
vocation to the permanent diaconate, email Deacon 
Rick Valencia at valencia@diocesetucson.org or 
call (520) 990-9311; on a vocation to religious life, 
email Sister of Charity Jeanne Bartholomeaux at 
jbartholomeaux@diocesetucson.org or call (520) 
838-2524; on a vocation as a lay ecclesial minister, 
email Dominican Sister Lois Paha at lpaha@
diocesetucson.org or call (520) 838-2545.

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas St. Gianna Beretta Molla Court #2634, spread the news that April was National 
Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month with an information table at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Miami. It was one of numerous ways the Catholic Daughters helped build awareness and support for 
victims of domestic violence.
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The goal is boosting Native American 
and Hispanic careers in science, 
technology, engineering and math
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

A team comprised of Native American and 
Hispanic leaders in education, including the San 
Xavier Mission School, was awarded a $600,000 
grant to improve STEM education for students in 
those cultural groups, from ages 3 through junior 
year in high school.

The program is called STEM RISE Arizona, 
which is short for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math; Renewing Initiative and 
Sustaining Environment. The grant is broken 
down into three years of $200,000 each year.

“We are very excited to be included in 
this grant,” said San Xavier Principal Shirley 
Kalinowski May 12.

Provided by the Agnese Nelms Haury Program 
in Environmental and Social Justice at the 
University of Arizona, the grant targets Native 
American and Hispanic students during their 
pre-school and elementary years and through 
high school, to better prepare them for college 
careers that launch them into the work force.

Kalinowski said she was approached in August 
of 2016 after University of Arizona officials 
recognized the dearth of applications from 
Hispanics and Native Americans for well-paying 
jobs at the university. Further study revealed that 
poor college graduation 
rates among students from 
those groups provided few 
or no candidates for high-
paying positions.

In addition, researchers 
found that poor 
performance in science, 
technology, engineering 
and math could be traced 
all the way down the 
educational chain to pre-
school ages in locations 
such as schools on Native 
American reservations.

San Xavier was 
approached by the leader 
of a team working to secure the grant. San Xavier 
was a key partner because its student population 
is comprised of 90 percent Native Americans and 
8 percent Hispanics, Kalinowski said. 

Other team members include members of the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe, the Sunnyside Unified School 
District, Pima County Community College and 
Pima County 4-H Youth Development.

According to an April 27 press release from 
the Haury Foundation, the intermediate goal is to 
provide “project-based learning activities that are 
culturally relevant to their backgrounds, pulling 

from their personal experiences and relating 
it to environmental issues that are faced in the 
Southwest.”

“Team members focus on creating culturally 
relevant STEM support programs and mentorship 
for K-12 students in predominantly American 
Indian and Hispanic schools,” the press release said.

Kalinowski said that her nine-teacher team will 
receive training this summer on the 
curriculum to be  introduced in the 
2017-18 academic year. A culturally-
appropriate curriculum has already 
been developed by educators at the 
University of Arizona, so it will just 
be a case of training her teachers on 
how to unpack it for their students.

She added that representatives 
of Native American communities 
will also be involved, demonstrating 
“tribal methods … of teaching things 
about Mother Earth” that are more 
likely to resonate with tribal children.

Throughout the application 
process, “I could see how our 
students would really benefit from 

this, especially in their early years.”
Kalinowski said that Native American students 

entering San Xavier are on average two years 
behind in their educational development, 
compared to the national average. The goal of the 
school is to try to help students make up ground 
by the time they reach grade 8, and to close the 
gap to six months. 

She added that the school switched 
standardized testing models last year and was 
looking for data for several more years before 
affirming that it was still succeeding in making 

up the lost ground academically. 
The school administrators’ goal is to have 

their graduates go on to attend Catholic high 
schools, but few do. This year, of 12 eighth 
graders, three have been accepted to Salpointe, 
two to San Miguel and one to St. Augustine’s. 
Few of San Xavier’s students make it all the 
way to graduation, she added, with one alumni 
graduating from St. Augustine’s this year.

“We want to make sure whatever school they 
go to, they succeed,” Kalinowski said.

The grant also will cover a two-week summer 
school for students in grades 4-11. For the 
elementary school, students grades 4-8 begin in 
2018. That is split with one week at San Xavier and 
one at the University of Arizona’s learning facilities.

Kalinowski said that parental involvement is 
essential to the program’s success, and that she is 
planning to hold “monthly support meetings” to 
explain the program and educate the parents. 

Another critical element is teacher retention. 
Kalinowski said she only lost one teacher from 
the faculty each of the last two years and praised 
her staff. “Our teachers are heavily invested in 
our mission.”

In her 11th year at San Xavier, and 31 years in 
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Tucson, she was 
planning on seeing the program through at San 
Xavier. “I tell people I like to stay wherever I am.” 

Going forward, she would like to see her teachers 
reach out to train teachers in other Catholic 
elementary schools in implementing the culturally-
aware STEM curriculum, Kalinowski said.

—
Editor’s note: A video on the program can be found 
at youtube.com/watch?v=r6WlAbtG0a4&t=320s.

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of San Xavier Mission School

A diverse population that included Native American and Hispanic students made San Xavier Mission School, 
Tucson, a natural partner for a Haury grant. 

Focus education: San Xavier school among team awarded $600,000 grant

The school 
administrators’ 
goal is to have 

their graduates 
go on to attend 

Catholic high 
schools, but  

few do.
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ST. AUGUSTINE SAN MIGUEL SALPOINTE

ON  
THE  
COVER

Top students from all 
the diocese’s Catholic high 
schools were asked to gather 
for a photo in front of the 
Arizona History Museum 
chosen because the façade 

of the first St. Augustine 
Cathedral serves as the 
museum’s public entrance. 
They were also asked to 
wear shirts representing 
the colleges they would 

be attending in the fall.  
Because of scheduling 
conflicts, not all students 
were able to attend.

Shown from left to 
right, and including the 

student’s name, school and 
college to attend, are St. 
Augustine’s valedictorians 
Chance Strauderman and 
Jennifer Ely, Northern 
Arizona University, 

CHANCE STRAUDERMAN JENNIFER ELY REINA SALGADO EVELYN MENDOZA SEBASTIAN VILLANUEVA ERIC HARDY
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YUMA CATHOLIC LOURDES CATHOLIC IMMACULATE HEART

Flagstaff; San Miguel’s salutatorian 
Reina Salgado, University of 
Arizona and valedictorian Evelyn 
Mendoza, Georgetown University, 
Washington DC; Salpointe’s 
student speakers Sebastian 

Villanueva, University of Arizona; 
and Eric Hardy, Princeton 
University, Princeton, NJ.

Top students from other 
Catholic high schools are from 
left to right, Yuma Catholic’s 

valedictorian Bethany Johnson, 
University of Arizona and 
salutatorian Ezlie Perez, 
Georgetown; Lourdes High School 
in Nogales’ valedictorian Eveke 
Calixtro, the University of Arizona 

and salutatorian Miranda Arzate, 
Northern Arizona University; and 
Immaculate Heart’s valedictorian 
Cate Dearborn and salutatorian 
Abigail Williams, both attending 
Northern Arizona University.

EZLIE PEREZBETHANY JOHNSON MIRANDA ARZATEEVEKE CALIXTRO ABIGAIL WILLIAMSCATE DEARBORN
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

For young people seeking their faith, there is 
life after high school. 

If Kevin Kuper is proof, there even is life after 
a bachelor’s degree.

Kuper is in his second year in the optical 
sciences doctoral program at the University of 
Arizona. His research involves analogue quantum 
simulations, that looks at 
how sub-atomic particles 
move and how they can be 
so hard to predict.

His faith journey has 
followed a similar course.

In a May 11 interview at 
St. Thomas More Newman 
Center, Kuper, 23, talked 
about his strong Catholic 
upbringing and how he 
drifted away from it as he 
delved more deeply into the 
sciences and a philosophy 
of materialism.

A native of Diamond Bar, 
Calif., he is the youngest of 
five children. Kuper said 
his parents were heavily 
involved in their parish, 
and he served as a youth 
minister during his high 
school and undergraduate 
years. 

Kuper had a love 
of science growing up, and studied physics 
at California State University Fullerton. He 
commuted from home, but at school, was 
exposed to other students and teachers who 
didn’t share his strong Catholic background. 

He formed a philosophy of materialism, in 
which things can be predetermined by complex 
scientific formulas.

He developed a position that he called “red 
and blue 3-D glasses” which began to separate his 
long-held faith beliefs from his growing scientific 

knowledge. He began to question some of his 
religious beliefs, including if humans could really 
exercise free will. 

“Holding those two views at the same time was 
really tough,” he said. Eventually, science won.

Kuper added that he never mentioned his 
erosion of faith to his mother because he was 
afraid it might hurt her. He had discussions 
with his father, who tried to help his son better 

understand Catholic teaching. 
He left those discussions mostly 
unconvinced about faith, Kuper 
said. 

After graduation, he decided 
that physics wasn’t what he 
wanted to spend his life studying, 
I shifted over to quantum 
mechanics. He looked at different 
options for graduate schools – 
traditional masters vs. direct to 
doctoral programs – and areas of 
study. The University of Arizona 
stood out. He applied and was 
accepted, landing at the campus 
in the fall of 2015.

His family in Diamond Bar was 
pleased, Kuper said.

His dad, a computer 
programmer, and his mom, a 
dietitian and stay-at-home mom, 
met as students at the University 
of Arizona, at the same Newman 
Center Kuper currently called his 
spiritual home. 

Kuper said he immersed himself in his work 
and had to fight hard to keep his questions about 
his faith on the front burner. He began working 
long days in the lab, but felt pulled to attend Mass 
and ongoing education sessions at the Newman 
Center. 

Things began to turn around last year when 
he attended a philosophy study group led 
by Dominican Father Jacek Buda. The group 
challenged him to see things like truth and 
beauty as absolutes that can exist outside of the 

purely physical, Kuper said. “It showed me that 
the philosophy of materialism didn’t apply to 
everything.”

Another study group on morality also helped 
to provide the tipping point on his belief in 
materialism, he added. 

Kuper recalled one discussion about the 
raising of Lazarus from the dead, recorded in 
John’s Gospel. In the past, he was dismissive of 
any thought about an actual return to life by a 
human body. However, he began to think about a 
new reality: how miracles defy physical laws. 

He also began getting more involved in the 
sacramental life of the Newman Center. When 
a call went out for choir members, Kuper, 
who admits to having a decent singing voice, 
volunteered. That led him to break out his violin, 
which he learned to play in middle school, and 
join the music ministry.

Smart kid, studies chart path that helps him find faith at Newman Center

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

During her sophomore 
year at St. Augustine High 
School in Tucson, Jennifer 
Ely wanted to do something 
to help her younger cousin, 
Dana, who was in the 
hospital preparing for a 
bone marrow transplant.

The operation was 
scheduled to occur during 
Christmas break, and 
Jennifer, who comes from 
a close-knit family, said 
she felt like she needed to 
do something to help Dana 
and the other children at 
the Diamond Children’s 
Medical Center celebrate 

the holiday despite being in 
the  hospital.

She asked St. Augustine  
Principal Lynn Cuffari if 
she could raise funds for 
a project; it was approved 
and just before Christmas, 
about 30 do-it-yourself 
gingerbread houses were 
being distributed to patients 

and their families.
That was in December 

2014. Unfortunately, Dana 
died the following January.

However, the death 
inspired Jennifer to 
continue the Christmas 
tradition, calling it the 
Dana Project. Now a senior, 
u  SEE PAGE 20

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Kevin Kuper outside St. Thomas More Newman Center

u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 20

St. Augustine senior turned family loss into a heartfelt 
Christmas tradition for hospitalized children and teens

Kuper had a love 
of science growing 

up, and studied 
physics at California 

State University 
Fullerton. He 

commuted from 
home, but at 
school, was 

exposed to other 
students and 
teachers who 

didn’t share his 
strong Catholic 

background.
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This is the fifth story in the Sacrament series 
published by the Catholic Outlook. This article 
focuses on Reconciliation. First of two parts.
By FRANCISCAN FATHER DON MILLER
Used with permission

“And all this is from God, who has reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and given us the ministry 
of reconciliation.” (2 Cor 5:18)

Three things are required for a sin to be mortal: 
serious matter, full consent and full knowledge 
(“Catechism of the Catholic Church,” 1858-59).

Serious matter means what has been done 
is just that - serious. It’s something with real 
consequences; it matters in my life with God and 
the Church. Our Church helps us by pointing 
out certain activities that are serious matters. 
These are usually significant violations of the Ten 
Commandments.

Full consent, the second requirement, means that 
we freely chose to do it. Doing anything with full 
freedom is rare because we are weak human beings 
who often think we are freer than we really are. 
Things like fear, peer pressure, laziness, addiction, 
ignorance, pride and immaturity often interfere 
with being truly free.

The same goes with full knowledge: Did I truly 
understand and appreciate the ramifications and 
seriousness of what I did? Did I know it was wrong 
and fully grasp its sinfulness and its consequences 
for my life with God, self and others?

Here’s the most important thing to remember: To 
the degree that I was free or had knowledge of what 
I was doing, I am responsible for sinning. I may have 
done something seriously wrong, but it may not 
be a serious or mortal sin. It is sinful and should be 
rooted out of our lives, but may not be mortally so.

Our loving God understands human weakness; it 
is one reason He became human. He is calling us to 
full life with His Church and with Himself.

Explain mortal sin and venial sin. What’s the 
difference?

A comment stating that “I’m terrified that I don’t 
know the difference between mortal and venial 
sins” came to me via our website.

Sin is a breach in relationships. This is consistent 
with what our Church teaches about the effects of 
Baptism, which states that, by Baptism, we are made 
children of God and brothers of Jesus in the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, our first sacramental encounter sets 
us firmly within a familial bond with God and the 
Church, who is called our mother.

Like all familial relationships, our life with God 
and the Church can be enhanced or weakened by 
our actions and attitudes; it can be built up or torn 
down. Loving, supportive activities strengthen the 
bond between us; hateful and unsupportive acts 
break it down. That is what sin is - a breakdown in 
relationships which can be slight (venial) or very 
serious (mortal), depending on what is done and 
why it is done.

What determines the severity of a behavior 
involves freedom and knowledge. Something very 
serious could be done without it being a mortal sin 
and vice versa. For example, someone could take 
another’s life. Was it an accident, and therefore 
incurs no guilt or sin? Was it intentional? (Even our 
court systems distinguish among various degrees of 
guilt in the case of death.) What is done and why it 
is done are essential questions.

Therefore, it is impossible to give a list of mortal 
sins. One can give a list of serious behaviors that 
have the potential for being mortally sinful if 
performed with sufficient knowledge and freedom. 
However, they are not automatically serious sins. 
The deeper questions are these: What effect did it 
have on our relationship with God, self and others? 
Did we know and appreciate those effects?

What should I confess?
“I don’t know how much I should tell the priest. 

How detailed are we supposed to be?” At a retreat 
for priests from around the world given by Pope 
Francis in Rome - a retreat I was privileged to attend 
- the Holy Father told us that we are not to ask a lot 
of questions, lest people think we are being nosy. 
Good advice from a true pastor!

The requirement in canon law is to confess our 
grave sins by “number” and “kind” (988). One

 

 commentator explains that this is intended to 
give a heads up to the priest as to the nature and 
frequency of a particular sin so that he can appreciate 
the situation and give appropriate counsel. It is not 
intended to be an exhaustive list of exact numbers 
and detailed description of the sinful act. Requiring 
that would fit into the pope’s definition of being nosy. 

As a confessor, I can say that having a general 
idea of penitents’ behavior is helpful for assisting 

them in their spiritual growth. What is not helpful 
is when a penitent purposefully fudges on details 
so that the priest has no idea what is going on. We 
need to be honest and straightforward so that the 
confessor knows what we did and can help us grow 
beyond that form of sinful behavior.

For example, it is not helpful to say that I stole 
money. What would be helpful, and consistent with 
the requirement of canon law, would be to say “I 
stole $1,000 once, because my family was starving” 
or “I stole $1,000 over an extended period because 
that made it easier to not get caught.” These are very 
different situations. The number and kind are very 
relevant for the priest to be pastorally helpful.

Finally, knowing what we do and how often we do 
it can be an eye-opening experience for us as we try 
to honestly turn to our God in true repentance. An 
examination of conscience can be a truly helpful practice.

Like all familial relationships, our life with God and 
the Church can be enhanced or weakened by our 

actions and attitudes; it can be built up or torn down. 

Reconciliation is an example of God’s unsurpassable grace
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Classically, in the world and in our churches, 
we have seen despair as the ultimate, unforgivable 
sin. The simple notion was that neither God nor 
anyone else can save you if you simply give up. 
In despair, you can make yourself impossible to 
reach.  Most often in the popular mind, this was 
applied to suicide. To die by your own hand was 
seen as despair, as putting yourself outside of 
God’s mercy. 

Understanding despair in this way is wrong and 
misguided, however sincere our intent.  What’s 
despair? How might it be understood?

The common dictionary definition invariably 
runs something like this: “Despair means to no 
longer have any hope or belief that a situation 
will improve or change.” The “Catechism of the 
Catholic Church,” which sees despair as a sin 
against the First Commandment, defines it this 
way: “By despair, man ceases to hope for his 
personal salvation from God, for help in attaining 
it or for the forgiveness of his sins. Despair is 
contrary to God’s goodness, to his justice – for the 
Lord is faithful to his promises – and to his mercy” 
(“Catechism,” 2091).

There’s something critical to be distinguished 
here: There are two reasons why someone might 
cease to hope for personal salvation from God 
and give up hope in having sins forgiven. It can be 
that the person doubts the goodness and mercy 
of God. However, there is another reason which 
I believe is normally the case: The person is too 
crushed, too weak and too broken inside to believe 
that he or she is lovable and redeemable. Being so 
beaten and crushed in spirit so as to believe that 
nothing further can exist for you except pain and 
darkness is normally not an indication of sin, but 

more a symptom of having been fatally victimized 
by circumstance, of having to undergo, in the 
poignant words of Fantine in “Les Miserables,” 
storms that you cannot weather.

Before positing such a person outside of God’s 
mercy, we need to ask ourselves: What kind 
of God would condemn a person - crushed by 
the circumstances of life - as irredeemable and 
unlovable?  What kind of God would condemn 
someone for brokenness? Such a God would 
certainly be utterly foreign to Jesus who incarnated 
and revealed God’s love as preferential for the weak, 
the crushed, the broken-hearted and those despairing 
of mercy. To believe and teach that God withholds 
mercy from those who are most broken betrays a 
profound misunderstanding of the nature and mercy 
of God who sends Jesus into the world not for the 
healthy, but for those who need a physician. 

Likewise. this betrays a profound 
misunderstanding of human nature and the 
human heart. Why would a person deem oneself 
so unlovable as to voluntarily and hopelessly 
withdraw from the circle of life? It can only be 
because of a deep, profound wound, which no 
doubt is not self-inflicted, to the soul. Unless 
there is some clinical illness, this person has been 
deeply wounded and has never had an experience 
of unconditional love or faithful human love. 
Sometimes, we are facile and naïve when we 
ourselves have been undeservedly loved. We 
cannot understand how others can be so crushed 

and broken, to the point where they believe they 
are unlovable.  To paraphrase a painful question 
in the song, “The Rose”: Are love and heaven 
really only for the lucky and strong? Our common 
understanding of despair, secular and religious, 
would seem to think so. 

However, nobody goes to hell out of weakness, 
out of a broken heart, out of a crushed spirit, out 
of the misfortune and unfairness of never having 
been truly loved. Hell is for the strong, for those 
with a spirit so arrogant that it cannot be crushed or 
broken, and so is unable to surrender. Hell is never 
a bitter surprise waiting for a happy person; nor is 
it the sad consequence for someone so broken to be 
deemed unworthy to be part of the circle of life. 

We owe it to God to be more empathic. We 
also owe this to those who are broken of heart 
and of spirit. Moreover, we have a Christian 
doctrine, expressed in our creed, that challenges 
us to know better: “He descended into hell.” 
What Jesus revealed in his life and death is that 
there’s no place in tragedy, brokenness, sadness 
or resignation into which God cannot and will not 
descend and breathe out peace. 

God is all-understanding. That’s why we’re 
assured in Is 42:3 that “a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff 
out.” You can bet your life on that. You can bet 
your faith on that. 

You can also live in deeper empathy and deeper 
consolation because of that.

—
Oblate of Mary Immaculate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher and award-winning author, 
is president of the Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio, Texas. He can be contacted through 
ronrolheiser.com.

The “good old summertime” is here, bringing 
with it some change of pace, especially for families 
with children having time off from the scheduled 
demands of the school year. Ideally, the days of 
summer might offer a bit more “face time” within 
families. Perhaps a better expression would be one of 
Pope Francis’ favorite words – “encounter.” Consider 
summer activities which could be family pro-life 
experiences that provide the opportunity to instill 
shared values. 

While I am not an advocate of additional “screen 
time” for children, family movies can be fun. Possible 
movies (rating, age level and distribution company 
included) that lend themselves to good parent-
children conversation about life and dignity include:

• The Rescuers (Disney, G – All ages)
• Meet the Robinsons (Disney, G – All ages)
• Horton hears a Who! (20th Century Fox, G – All 

ages)
• The Odd Life of Timothy Green (Disney, PG – 

Ages 12 and over)
• Bella (Lionsgate, PG-13 – Ages 16 and over)
• Amazing Grace (Samuel Goldwyn Films, PG – 

Ages 12 and over)
• The Drop Box (Not rated – All ages, visit 

thedropboxfilm.com)
I invite parents to add some Catholic pro-life 

pieces to your summer reading lists. If you visiting 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website 
usccb.org, scroll to the bottom of the homepage 
and click on the Pro-life Activities link. It will take 
you to a page that will introduce you to the full 
range of life issues supported and addressed by our 
bishops. Browsing that website provides a very rich 
exercise in how our Church supports life in countless 

ways. Older children could benefit from becoming 
acquainted with this website to learn more about the 
work of our Church.

Returning to the homepage, you will find links 
to information and ideas that engage individuals, 
families or organizations in support of pro-life 
issues. Of special interest is the Issues and Actions 
dropdown, clicking on Human Life and Dignity link. 
That page provides news on issues of concern and 
ideas for action – advocacy, prayer, outreach, etc. 
Whether we are adults, youths or families looking 
to be informed about the Church’s teachings and 
engagement, it is available at our fingertips. 

In today’s world, we need signs of hope. We are 
called to be hope to each other. Our Church is a sign 
of hope in many ways and invites us all to become 
actively engaged in this mission. Children are never 
too young (or too old) to be led and inspired by their 
parents. Introduce your children and yourselves to 
the amazing work of encounter and hope alive in our 
Church; lead your family to it whenever possible. 
Action can be a great catalyst for instilling hope at 
any age. Happy summer. Enjoy and support life.

ABOUT THE FAITH
Father Ron Rolheiser

 RESPECT

LIFE
Franciscan Sister Leonette Kochan

From despair to suicide: How deep is mercy? 

Summertime suggestions  
for Respect Life 
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The commission that now-
retired Pope Benedict XVI established to study the 
alleged apparitions of Mary at Medjugorje, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, reportedly voted overwhelmingly 
to recognize as supernatural the first seven 
appearances of Mary in 1981.

However, according to a report published by 
the website Vatican Insider, the commission was 
much more doubtful about the thousands of alleged 
visions that have occurred since July 4, 1981, and 
supposedly continue to this day.

Two of the 17 commission members and 
consultants thought the alleged visions after 
the period of June 24-July 3, 1981, were not 
supernatural, while the other members said it was 
not possible to make a judgment.

The commission said it was clear that the six 
alleged visionaries and a seventh who claims to have 
begun receiving messages from Mary in December 
1982 were not given adequate spiritual support.

Vatican Insider published its piece May 16, three 
days after Pope Francis spoke about some details of 
the commission report to journalists traveling with 
him from Fatima, Portugal.

The Vatican press office May 17 declined to 
comment on the Vatican Insider piece.

Speaking to journalists May 13, Pope Francis said 
that, regarding the Medjugorje commission’s work, 
“three things need to be distinguished.”

“About the first apparitions, when (the ‘seers’) 
were young, the report more or less says that the 
investigation needs to continue,” the pope said, 
according to the English translation posted on the 
Vatican website.

“Concerning the alleged current apparitions, the 
report expresses doubts,” he said. Furthermore, 
“personally, I am more ‘mischievous.’ I prefer 
Our Lady to be a mother, our mother, and not a 
telegraph operator who sends out a message every 
day at a certain time - this is not the mother of 
Jesus.”

Pope Francis said his “personal opinion” is that 
“these alleged apparitions have no great value.”

The “real core” of the commission’s report, he 
said, is “the spiritual fact, the pastoral fact” that 
thousands of pilgrims go to Medjugorje and are 
converted. “For this there is no magic wand; this 
spiritual-pastoral fact cannot be denied.”

The spiritual fruits of the pilgrimages, he said, 
are the reason why in February he appointed Polish 
Archbishop Henryk Hoser of Warsaw-Praga to 
study the best ways to provide pastoral care to 
townspeople and the pilgrims.

According to Vatican Insider, 13 of the 14 
commission members present at one meeting voted 
to recommend lifting the Vatican ban on official 
diocesan and parish pilgrimages to Medjugorje.

The commission also recommended turning the 
town’s parish Church of St. James into a pontifical 
shrine with Vatican oversight. The move, the 
commission said, would not signify recognition of 
the apparitions, but would acknowledge the faith 
and pastoral needs of the pilgrims while ensuring 
a proper accounting of the financial donations 
pilgrims leave.

The commission’s role was to make 
recommendations to the pope; its report is not an 
official church judgment on the apparitions. Pope 
Francis told reporters May 13 that “in the end, 
something will be said,” but he gave no timeline.

Vatican finance 
overseers track 
more leads on 
sketchy accounts
By CAROL GLATZ 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican’s financial 
watchdog agency has beefed up its investigations 
with increased outreach to foreign authorities in 
a continued effort to prevent suspected money 
laundering and the financing of terrorism.

Given the growing number of agreements 
it has made to share information with other 
foreign financial intelligence authorities and 
the “increasing complexity of potential money 
laundering schemes,” the Vatican Financial 
Intelligence Authority (AIF) made more than 
700 requests to foreign authorities in 2016 - 
up from about 200 requests in 2015 and just 
20 requests in 2014. The requests can be for 
documents, data and information deemed 
relevant for preventing or countering criminal 
activity.

“The main driver of the increase of the figures 
relating to the international cooperation and 
exchange of information is, on the one hand, 
the preventive and proactive approach taken by 
AIF at the international level and, on the other 
hand, the increase of counterparts, and last, the 
sophisticated feature of cases ... involving several 
subjects and foreign jurisdictions,” said the 
agency in its annual report for 2016. 

Rene Brulhart, president of the Financial 
Intelligence Authority, and Tommaso Di Ruzza, 
its director, presented the report at a Vatican 
news conference May 16. 

The 28-page paper noted a drop in the number 
of reports of suspicious activity AIF received: 
207 reports in 2016 compared to 544 reports 
in 2015. Vatican law requires the reporting of 
suspected funds or activities to the AIF.

The agency said the number of reports was 
still higher than those received before 2015, 
which indicates improved and increasingly 
effective “implementation of reporting 
requirements” by the entities the agency 
oversees. The authority monitors financial 
operations at the Vatican bank, formally known 
as the Institute for the Works of Religion 
(IOR), to ensure they meet international norms 
against money laundering and the financing of 
terrorism.

A handful of cases were then forwarded on 
to the office of the promoter of justice at the 
Vatican City State’s tribunal after the agency 
determined there were reasonable grounds to 
suspect money laundering or the financing of 
terrorism.

 CNS photo/Paul Haring

Website: Commission says only
first seven Medjugorje visions real
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El mes pasado perdimos a dos de nuestros 
sacerdotes ejemplares: Mons. Arsenio Carrillo 
y Mons. Van Wagner. Estos dos hombres 
fueron gigantes del presbiterado de la Diócesis 
de Tucson. Sirvieron con fidelidad y amor, 
y gozaron del respeto de sus hermanos 
sacerdotes y de las personas a quienes 
atendieron en su ministerio.

Entre los dos, cumplieron 117 años de 
sacerdocio, y en ese tiempo beneficiaron a 
innumerables personas, la mayoría de las 
cuales ellos tal vez no recordarían. Pero esas 
personas los recuerdan a ellos; y cuando 
fue el momento de dar sepultura a estos dos 
estimados sacerdotes, oí muchos comentarios 
impresionantes y conmovedores.

Una persona dijo que Mons. Carrillo siempre 
se interesaba en la gente y en sus dificultades; 
que estaba comprometido a ayudar a los 
marginados; a quienes no tenían nadie más 
que los apoyara. Él fue un Papa Francisco 
antes del Papa Francisco. Él atendía a todos. 
Otra persona se refirió a Mons. Wagner como 
un verdadero pastor, un sacerdote digno de 
total confianza. Era evidente que él amaba el 
sacerdocio. Era un hombre apacible que podía 
convertirse en león cuando veía que alguien 
era blanco de una injusticia.

Estos sacerdotes fueron consejeros y 
confidentes de nuestros tres últimos obispos, 
y cualquiera de los dos bien podría haber sido 
obispo, teniendo en cuenta los talentos que 
poseían y la integridad de su carácter.

Aunque los dos se habían retirado hacía 
un tiempo, continuaron interesándose en 
la diócesis, y siempre estaban dispuestos a 
ayudar en lo que pudieran. Los echaremos de 
menos. Lamentamos esta pérdida, que sin duda 
es una gran pérdida.

Pero donde hay tristeza, también hay 
esperanza y nos alegramos.

Este mes tendré el agrado y el privilegio de 
poder ordenar dos sacerdotes para nuestra 
diócesis, antes de retirarme del obispado. 
También ordenaré a dos hombres al diaconato 
de transición y a 20 diáconos permanentes, 
y certificaré a 13 ministros eclesiales para 
el servicio en nuestras parroquias. Tenemos 
mucho de qué alegrarnos en junio. 

Nuestros dos nuevos sacerdotes, el Padre 
Martin Moreno y el Padre Callistus Iyorember, 
comenzarán sus ministerios el 1.o de julio 

en Inmaculada Concepción de Yuma y 
en la Parroquia San Marcos de Tucson, 
respectivamente.

Desde el inicio de sus ministerios, Martin y 
Callistus podrían aprender mucho sobre cómo 
vivir su servicio con rectitud y distinción 
guiándose por el ejemplo de nuestros dos 
sacerdotes recientemente fallecidos y 
siguiendo sus pasos. Yo espero que ellos imiten 
el amor que Arsenio 
y Van demostraron 
por Dios y por su 
pueblo. Espero 
que demuestren el 
mismo compromiso 
a adentrarse en la 
vida de aquellos a 
quienes habrán de 
servir. Rezo para 
que se interesen y se 
preocupen por sus 
hermanos sacerdotes 
tanto como lo 
hicieron Arsenio y 
Van, y que nunca se 
aíslen en su trabajo 
alejándose de la 
fraternidad de los 
demás sacerdotes.

Los seminaristas 
John González 
y Thomas Quirk 
serán ordenados 
al diaconato de 
transición en su 
camino al sacerdocio 
en nuestra diócesis. 
Espero que mientras 
continúan formando 
su imagen ideal de 
un sacerdote, se inspiren en Mons. Carrillo y 
Mons. Wagner como prototipos de la esencia 
del ministerio. 

El 10 y el 17 de junio se celebrarán 
ceremonias de ordenación al diaconato 
permanente en Yuma y en Tucson 
respectivamente. Estos hombres llevan más 
de cuatro años estudiando y han dedicado 
mucho tiempo al discernimiento del llamado 
del Señor en su vida. Son de diversos orígenes 
y entornos. La mayoría de los candidatos 
al diaconato están casados. Después de 

la ordenación adoptarán sus ministerios: 
bautismo, prédica, servicio en el altar, atención 
de personas encarceladas o internadas en 
hospitales y hogares de ancianos. Participarán 
en varios ministerios ayudando a sus 
parroquias a ser más esenciales y sensibles a 
las necesidades pastorales y espirituales de sus 
comunidades. 

También pueden aprender de los 
monseñores, cuyos ministerios se 
caracterizaron por el increíble servicio que 
brindaron, y porque nunca actuaron con 
prepotencia, sino que lo hicieron con miras a 
servir. Pido en mis oraciones que los nuevos 
diáconos imiten a Cristo el siervo, quien vino 
no a ser servido sino a servir. Cristo lavando 
los pies de sus discípulos encarna el rol del 
diácono.

Por último, con el creciente nivel de 
responsabilidad que los laicos van asumiendo 

en la Iglesia, tenemos 
la bendición de contar 
con un programa de 
cuatro años que certifica 
a los graduados como 
ministros eclesiales 
laicos. Estos servidores 
están listos y dispuestos 
a adoptar un papel activo 
en sus parroquias. Sirven 
como colaboradores de 
nuestros sacerdotes y 
diáconos. Tanto Mons. 
Carrillo como Mons. 
Wagner empoderaron a 
muchos laicos durante 
sus años de ministerio. 
Ambos entendían 
la importancia del 
llamado bautismal y 
sus repercusiones en 
nuestra forma de vivir. 
Rezo para que estos 
laicos formados en la 
fe sean valorados y 
apreciados por nuestros 
sacerdotes y por la gente 
que se beneficia de su 
servicio.

Como pueden ver, 
hay mucho de qué 

alegrarse y mucho en qué esperanzarse, aun 
cuando sentimos la tristeza de la pérdida de 
dos hermanos sacerdotes que dejaron una 
profunda marca en la diócesis.

Le imploramos al Señor y nos 
comprometemos a obrar al servicio de Su 
pueblo.

Todos somos conscientes de la lamentable 
carencia de sacerdotes y religiosos en nuestra 
diócesis. Al verlos envejecer, nos preocupamos 
por el futuro. Recordando que el Señor nos 

Dos ministerios finalizan, 
dos comienzan pronto. El 
ciclo de servicio continúa

“Podemos 
inundar el cielo 
con oraciones 

pidiendo que más 
gente se dedique 

a servir al prójimo.
Pero rezar no es 
suficiente. Como 
dijo San Agustín, 

‘reza como si todo 
dependiera de 

Dios, actúa como 
si todo dependiera 

de ti.” 
— OBISPO KICANAS

u  COLUMNA CONTINUA EN PÁGINA 17
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La diócesis organiza ‘sesiones 
para escuchar’ a fin de recoger 
datos solicitados por el Papa 
Francisco en preparación para el 
Sínodo de la Juventud, la Fe y las 
Vocaciones.

Por MICHAEL BROWN 
Director Editorial

A 16 meses del próximo 
Sínodo Mundial de Obispos 
sobre la Juventud, la Fe y el 
Discernimiento Vocacional, la 
diócesis solicita respuestas de los 
jóvenes de la comunidad a una 
serie de preguntas sobre temas de 
suma importancia que los obispos 
analizarán. 

Joe Perdreauville, director 
asistente de Servicios Pastorales, 
anunció las fechas, horarios y 
sitios donde se realizarán las 
sesiones en la diócesis, de junio a 
septiembre. Los datos recogidos 
en estas sesiones serán parte de 
un informe que se enviará a la 
Conferencia de Obispos de EE.UU. 
en septiembre, y, por último, al 
Vaticano para el sínodo del año 
que viene.

“Este es un momento 
importante en la vida de la 
Iglesia”, dijo Perdreauville. 
“Necesitamos determinar en 
qué aspectos tenemos éxito en 
el servicio a los jóvenes y, más 
importante aún, en cuáles tenemos 
que mejorar”.

Perdreauville señaló que los 
datos a recoger giran en torno 
a las respuestas a una serie de 
preguntas dirigidas a audiencias 

específicas. 
Ejemplos de las preguntas: 
¿Cuáles son hoy los principales 

desafíos para los jóvenes en la 
Iglesia? ¿Fuera de la Iglesia?

¿Qué te atrae a la vida religiosa 
de sacerdote, o hermana o 
hermano consagrado?

¿Qué te atrae de la vocación 
matrimonial?

Algunas de las preguntas para 
los líderes pastorales:

 ¿Cómo y dónde pueden 
encontrar jóvenes que no 
frecuentan los ambientes 
eclesiales?

¿Cuál es la implicación de las 

familias y las comunidades en el 
discernimiento vocacional de los 
jóvenes?

¿De qué modo tienen en cuenta 
el cambio cultural causado por el 
desarrollo del mundo digital?

—
Perdreauville dijo que la diócesis 
espera recoger respuestas de jóvenes 
y adultos jóvenes de la periferia, y de 
aquellos que no necesariamente están 
conectados con la Iglesia. Además, les 
pide a todos los que tengan pensado 
asistir a las sesiones, que platiquen 
con sus amigos que no participan 
tanto como ellos, o que no participan 
para nada, en la fe católica, y los 
inviten a asistir o a aportar sus 

respuestas.

Detalles de  
las sesiones: 

• 10 de junio, 12:30 p.m., 
San Francisco de Asís, Yuma; 
para líderes de jóvenes y del 
grupo Arco Iris. 

• 23 de junio, 6:30 a 8:30 
p.m., pizza a las 5:30 p.m., 
Centro St. Thomas More 
Newman, 1615 E. 2nd St., 
Tucson; para jóvenes de 
preparatoria.

• 24 de junio, 10 a.m. al 
mediodía, con almuerzo, 
Parroquia Sto. Tomás 
Apóstol, 5150 N. Valley 
View Rd., Tucson; líderes de 
jóvenes. 

• 21 de agosto, 9:30 
a.m., Preparatoria San 
Agustín, 8800 E. 22nd St., 
Tucson; juniors y seniors 
de preparatorias católicas, 
máximo 10 por escuela.

• 10 de sept., después de 
la Misa de las 11:15 a.m., 
Centro St. Thomas More 
Newman, Tucson; adultos 
jóvenes asistentes de la 
Misa, miembros de Theology 
on Tap, Ace Advocates y 
miembros de grupos Promesa 
de las parroquias Sta. Mónica 
y Sagrado Corazón, Tucson.

Llamado a los jóvenes, adultos jóvenes: El Papa quiere saber qué piensan

dijo “pedid y se os dará”, podemos suplicarle 
que envíe trabajadores para la cosecha. 
Podemos inundar el cielo con oraciones 
pidiendo que más gente se dedique a servir 
al prójimo.

Pero rezar no es suficiente. Como dijo 
San Agustín, ‘reza como si todo dependiera 
de Dios, actúa como si todo dependiera de 
ti”. Así, al rezar pidiendo más vocaciones 
al sacerdocio y a la vida religiosa, podemos 
invitar y animar a hombres y mujeres 
de nuestras comunidades a escuchar 
y responder al llamado de Dios. Las 
investigaciones que se han realizado 

sugieren que muchos hombres piensan en 
la posibilidad del sacerdocio, pero que sin 
una invitación y sin el apoyo para seguir el 
llamado, no dan los pasos para convertirse 
en sacerdotes. 

Hay otros Mons. Carrillo y Mons. Wagner 
en nuestra diócesis ¿Por qué no animar a 
esos hombres a considerar el sacerdocio? 
Ellos podrían llegar a gozar de la misma 
alegría que estos dos sacerdotes sintieron 
en la vida que tan bien supieron vivir. Hay 
además muchas mujeres que poseen el don 
del servicio al prójimo y prosperarían en la 
vida religiosa.

Tan solo tenemos que invitarlos a 
considerar detenidamente el llamado a servir. 

—
Nota de la edición: Para informarse sobre 
una vocación al sacerdocio, envíe un mensaje 
de correo electrónico al Padre Jorge Farías 
Saucedo a jfarias@diocesetucson.org o llame al 
(520) 838-2530; por vocaciones al diaconato 
permanente, escríbale al diácono Rick Valencia 
a valencia@diocesetucson.org o llame al 
(520) 990-9311; por vocaciones a la vida 
religiosa, escríbale a la Hermana de la Caridad 
Jeanne Bartholomeaux a jbartholomeaux@
diocesetucson.org o llame al (520) 838-2524; 
por vocaciones al ministerio eclesial laico, 
comuníquese con la Hermana Domínica Lois 
Paha escribiendo a lpaha@diocesetucson.org o 
por teléfono al (520) 838-2545.

COLUMNA DE OBISPO
continua de página 16
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary - Florence

$30,400 $20,978 $16,663

Blessed Sacrament - Mammoth $8,100 $3,895 $2,550

Corpus Christi - Tucson $56,700 $100,416 $77,175

Holy Angels - Globe $24,500 $19,995 $13,220

Holy Cross - Morenci $9,700 $13,215 $8,925

Holy Family - Tucson $12,300 $6,634 $5,339

Immaculate Conception - Ajo $9,200 $11,103 $8,943

Immaculate Conception - Douglas $19,000 $25,746 $20,794

Immaculate Conception - Yuma $104,300 $76,868 $48,441

Immaculate Heart of Mary - Somerton $27,000 $30,133 $13,204

Infant Jesus of Prague - Kearny $7,100 $6,765 $5,285

Most Holy Nativity - Rio Rico $22,100 $8,205 $4,482

Most Holy Trinity - Tucson $79,100 $64,584 $46,153

Our Lady of Blessed Sacrament - 
Miami

$27,500 $21,590 $14,160

Our Lady of Fatima - Tucson $44,200 $43,756 $21,744

Our Lady of Grace - Maricopa $59,200 $25,795 $21,539

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Solomon $4,200 $2,100 $2,020

Our Lady of La Vang - Tucson $7,900 $6,590 $6,290

Our Lady of Lourdes - Benson $26,100 $36,795 $26,365

Our Lady of the Desert $15,000 $16,430 $14,284

Our Lady of the Mountains - Sierra Vista $54,800 $62,486 $49,236

Our Lady of the Valley - Green 
Valley

$143,000 $148,900 $121,829

Our Lady Queen of All Saints - 
Tucson

$22,200 $10,108 $6,825

Our Lady, Star of the Sea $5,200 $100 $100

Our Mother of Sorrows - Tucson $158,000 $122,460 $88,268

Sacred Heart - Clifton $13,100 $13,195 $11,000

Sacred Heart - Nogales $44,000 $23,955 $18,121

Sacred Heart - Parker $25,000 $9,740 $8,237

Sacred Heart - Tombstone $3,600 $12,860 $11,065

Sacred Heart - Tucson $45,600 $52,486 $40,346

Sacred Heart - Willcox $12,900 $7,481 $5,412

San Carlos Mission - San Carlos $2,500 $3,140 $890

San Felipe de Jesus - Nogales $25,400 $19,272 $12,070

San Martin - Sahuarita $34,700 $32,031 $20,010

San Solano Missions - Sells $3,700 $0 $0

San Xavier - Tucson $23,400 $9,573 $8,703

Santa Catalina - Tucson $131,300 $83,702 $71,944

Santa Cruz - Tucson $39,500 $17,510 $9,329

St. Ambrose - Tucson $37,200 $30,112 $23,357

St. Andrew - Sierra Vista $129,200 $166,467 $132,145

St. Ann - Tubac $22,200 $17,985 $14,405

St. Anthony - Casa Grande $117,300 $72,961 $60,656

St. Augustine - Tucson $56,700 $29,909 $17,629

St. Bartholomew - San Manuel $9,300 $8,625 $7,010

St. Bernard - Pirtleville $9,800 $7,891 $4,446

St. Christopher - Marana $19,000 $15,891 $8,961

St. Cyril - Tucson $83,000 $46,863 $34,095

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Tucson $190,000 $145,225 $112,815

St. Frances Cabrini - Tucson $69,600 $61,510 $52,225

St. Francis - Elfrida $2,600 $2,305 $1,339

St. Francis - Superior $11,800 $13,660 $9,690

St. Francis - Yuma $102,400 $88,754 $61,507

St. Francis de Sales - Tucson $125,900 $131,489 $97,481

St. George - Apache Junction $172,800 $167,502 $147,953

St. Gianna - Tucson $10,800 $3,715 $2,555

St. Helen - Eloy $21,900 $16,225 $12,700

St. Helen - Oracle $8,500 $8,482 $4,771

St. James - Coolidge $26,200 $17,392 $10,477

St. John - Tucson $72,800 $35,851 $20,881

St. John Neumann - Yuma $61,400 $60,860 $47,826

St. Joseph - Hayden $7,500 $4,840 $2,145

St. Joseph - Tucson $79,500 $48,420 $36,764

St. Joseph - Wellton $11,600 $13,047 $7,967

St. Jude - Pearce/Sunsites $7,200 $4,720 $4,000

St. Jude - San Luis $25,200 $23,813 $7,451

St. Kateri - Tucson $8,500 $8,112 $5,852

St. Luke - Douglas $22,500 $24,309 $15,748

St. Margaret - Tucson $32,300 $9,500 $5,505

St. Mark - Tucson $101,600 $125,744 $95,269

St. Michael the Archangel $13,800 $12,400 $10,530

St. Monica - Tucson $51,900 $15,359 $7,614

St. Odilia - Tucson $90,800 $81,415 $66,927

St. Patrick - Bisbee $19,100 $26,696 $20,525

St. Philip - Payson $39,200 $32,416 $24,881

St. Pius X - Tucson $158,400 $119,077 $99,511

St. Rita - Vail $44,100 $22,346 $19,196

St. Rose of Lima - Safford $42,000 $30,606 $22,510

St. Theresa - Patagonia $12,100 $15,045 $13,305

St. Thomas More - Tucson $46,300 $40,849 $24,481

St. Thomas the Apostle - Tucson $217,000 $469,124 $427,453

Sts. Peter and Paul - Tucson $77,500 $73,568 $52,005

Anonymous Gifts $0 $26,056 $24,436

TOTALS $3,850,000 $3,547,727 $2,739,958

Parish Goal Pledged
Fulfilled 
to Date

Parish Goal Pledged
Fulfilled 
to Date

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL PROGRESS REPORT
Gifts and pledges as of May 12, 2017

Information accurate as of May 12. For updated information visit 
cathfnd.org.
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CHESTNUT HILL, Mass. — Three 
Tucson Catholic school principals 
completed training March 30 in the 
Emmaus Series for Catholic School 
Leaders program at Boston College’s 
Roche Center for Catholic Education.

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School’s 
Charlene Roll, San Miguel High 
School’s Armando Valenzuela III 
and St. Joseph Catholic School’s Sam 
Granillo completed the 20-month 
leadership development program. 

The program consists of workshops, 
webinars and retreats focusing on key 
leadership issues, including financial 
planning, marketing, enrollment and 
Catholic school mission. They were 
among 22 leaders nationally, drawn 
from 11 dioceses and nine states. The 
program has graduated more than 
60 Catholic school leaders since it 
began in 2012.

Charles Stemple will be 
looking at schools with eyes 
set on protection
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Sometimes the best way to stay 
safe is simply to look at something 
with a new set of eyes.

That’s the advice of Charles A. 
Stemple, the new diocesan School 
Emergency Readiness coordinator.

“Being vigilant is everyone’s 
responsibility. If you see something, 
say something. Then leave it to the 
professionals,” he said shortly after 
being hired. Stemple spent the spring 
making initial visits to schools around 
the diocese, introducing himself to 
principals and staff.

After a career in law enforcement 
in federal service, beginning at county 
and municipal agencies in Arizona, 
Stemple returned to his roots. A 
native of Douglas, he attended Loretto 
Catholic School, the same one his 
mom attended, and was an altar 
server at St. Luke Church. Retired 
from the public sector, he worked as 
a consultant on security and safety 
issues before taking the diocesan job.

“I want to help schools better 
prepare for whatever emergency or 
incident might occur,” he said.

Stemple said that having 
emergency plans doesn’t necessarily 
mean that there are imminent 
dangers and threats facing diocesan 
Catholic schools. It only means seeing 

things where potential problems may 
be present from a safety or security 
point of view.

“If I walk around school grounds and 
notice there is a hole in the fence, then 
I mention it. If it has been there for a 

while, it’s easy to 
become invisible to 
the people who see 
it every day,” he said. 

His initial visits 
to schools allowed 
him to catch “low 
hanging fruit,” or 
easily remedied 
problems he said. 

On his next round of visits, he looks 
for other strategies and methods that 
may take more time or require some 
resources to ensure greater safety. 

“Security is like an onion. There 
are really a series of layers that taken 
together help make everything 
secure,” he said.

Stemple views himself as “the 
sheepdog,” responsible for keeping 
the flock safe. 

One suggestion he offers is to have 
existing security personnel walk 
around the grounds before school 
opens, to make sure no contraband 
was thrown over a fence overnight. 
Walk it again before night time to 
ensure a similar safe perimeter at the 
end of the day. 

“It doesn’t have to be something 
criminally related” like a gun or 
some other weapon, he said. It could 

be a “broken bottle thrown in a 
community garden” where students 
working the garden might get hurt.

It wouldn’t hurt to occasionally 
make a pass of the grounds at night, 
also, to check that all exterior areas 
are well-lighted and all the bulbs are 
working.

“Criminals do not like light. The 
brighter the lights are, the safer you 
are,” he said.

He knows that when tragedies 
strike, especially at a school, it can be 
scary and have an impact in southern 
Arizona even if the tragedy occurred 
on the other side of the country. 
“How can we become more aware 
and not let it overwhelm us?” he 
asked rhetorically.

After the second set of school 
visits, Stemple said he expects to 
provide Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas with 
a report with recommendations on 
security and safety. Some may suggest 
goods and technology that could 
financially challenge schools that 
work hard to stay afloat financially. 
He suggests that schools form a 
committee to discuss those situations, 
and to seek the help of contractors in 
their communities. 

“People out there are willing to 
donate. They are willing to help,” he said.

Contractors in school communities 
don’t need to wait to be solicited by 
schools either, Stemple said. “They 
can reach out to the school and offer 
to help, too.”

School Readiness coordinator raises bar on school safety

Middle school students in Jacqueline 
Kroskobs’ reading class at San Xavier 
Mission School have been studying 
issues of culture and conscience.

The first topic was the Dakota 
Access Pipeline. Students wanted to 
send care packages to those protesting 
the construction of the pipeline, but 
then turned their attention to the issue 
of a wall built on Tohono O’odham 
land at the US-Mexican border. Guest 
speakers talked about the impact of 
a wall on the Tohono O’odham. The 
students planned to visit the site 
and traveled to the San Miguel Gate, 
where the Tohono O’odham pass from 
contiguous, sovereign tribal lands in 
Mexico and the US. They listened to 
speakers discussing how a wall would 
affect the land, animals and people. 

Later, students from each grade level 
began working on reporting what they 
had learned using videos. A student 
from the University of Arizona’s 
Television and Film Dept. had also 
videotaped the trip to the border.  

Olivia Labonte, a seventh 
grader at Immaculate Heart 
Catholic School, Oro Valley, 
was named middle school 
winner in the annual Goal One: 
Graduate! Poster Contest! The 
award was announced April 6 
by the Metropolitan Education 
Commission, which sponsored 
the competition.

The poster was displayed 
at the annual Crystal Apple 
Awards luncheon, held April 

28 at the Desert Diamond 
Casino and Hotel in Tucson. 
It was also featured on the 
back cover of the luncheon 
program.

Labonte was recognized 
at the luncheon, along with 
winners for the elementary 
and high school divisions, and 
received $100 cash prize. Her 
poster was chosen from among 
60 middle school entries. 

CHARLES A. 
STEMPLE

Three Tucson principals 
complete leadership training

IHM student wins poster contest

San Xavier students 
explore cultural issues
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Jennifer, who serves as president of the 
school chapter of the National Honor 
Society, has passed that tradition along 
to members of the organization. 

“The members know how important 
it is,” Jennifer said of her project in an 
interview at the school in May. 

“My motivation was that I wanted 
to help kids who needed help over the 
holidays.”

In December 2015, Jennifer added 

a toy drive to the school fundraiser. 
That year, St. Augustine students 
raised about $400, which was used to 
purchase about 100 gifts to the hospital. 
The gifts were included in a “holiday 
store” that allowed parents to choose 
free presents for their sick children 
and other children in their immediate 
families. 

Many of the gifts donated by 
students were for younger children, 
Jennifer said, so the money they raised 
helped supplement the supply with 
gifts that teens would like, such as 

books, DVDs and CDs.
“The teen gifts were the scarcest. 

They were the first to be taken,” she 
said. 

That year, Jennifer and her mother 
also volunteered at the hospital to 
wrap the gifts the parents had chosen. 
The parents’ gratitude was obvious, 
Jennifer said. “It was really special to 
see the looks on their faces, to see how 
appreciative they were,” she said.

Last Christmas, the effort raised 
about $900. The money, along 
with donated gifts, led to 170 

holiday presents.
Gifts that aren’t claimed during 

Christmas are stored for special 
occasions or stored  for the next year, 
Jennifer added. 

She was recently recognized by the 
Ben’s Bells Project, a local non-profit 
that draws attention to generous acts of 
kindness. 

In the fall, Jennifer will begin 
attending Northern Arizona University 
in Flagstaff. She will be studying 
biology, with the goal of eventually 
becoming a genetic counselor. 

By Michael Brown
Managing Editor

On July 1, a diocesan geographical 
reorganization will eliminate the 
Graham Greenlee Vicariate, redrawing 
the Cochise and Gila Pinal East 
vicariates to include parishes in 
southeastern Arizona.

“Bishop Kicanas wants to provide 
more support for the parishes in the 
eastern part of the state,” said Msgr. 
Jeremiah McCarthy, Vicar General 
and Moderator of the Curia.

The parishes of Sacred Heart 
and St. Mary’s, Clifton; Holy Cross, 
Morenci; St. Rose of Lima, Safford; 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe, Solomon, 
will be incorporated into Gila Pinal 
East. Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 
in  Willcox, will join the Cochise 
Vicariate.

Msgr. McCarthy said Bishop 
Kicanas proposed the change at the 
May 1 Presbyteral Council meeting 
and members approved the change. 

Graham Greenlee had the fewest 
sites by far of any of the vicariates, 
Msgr. McCarthy said. By incorporating 
them into the other two, those parishes 
will be able to benefit from the greater 
resources and planning practices of 
their new vicariates. 

Gila Pinal East geographically 
stretches from Payson in north Gila 
County to Safford in south central 
Graham County, to the New Mexico 
border. It also includes parishes in 
Globe, Hayden, Kearny, Mammoth, 
Miami, Oracle, San Carlos, San Manuel 
and Superior. 

Willcox will become  the  
northernmost stop in the Cochise 

Vicariate, that includes parishes 
in Benson, Bisbee, Douglas, 
Pirtleville, Sierra Vista, Sunsites, 
Pearce and Tombstone. Prior to the 
reorganization, Willcox was the only 
parish in Cochise County that was not 
in the Cochise Vicariate.

“The bishop sees this as a way to 
help make the vicariate structure 
more streamlined and efficient, which 

will serve the parishes, priests and 
people well in the long run,” Msgr. 
McCarthy said.

It brings the total number of 
geographical vicariates to 10. The 
other vicariates by Pima Central, 
Pima East, Pima North, Pima South, 
Pima West, Pinal West, Santa Cruz 
and Yuma La Paz.

Cochise

Gila Pinal East

Graham 
Greenlee

CHRISTMAS
continued from page 12

He let his parents know that his 
faith was coming back into balance 
for him, for which they praised 
him, Kuper said, adding with a 
smile, “I don’t think I really let them 
understand how much of it I had left 
behind.”

“I am not as entrenched (in 
materialism) as I was once, and I 

think they are happy that it turned 
out OK,” he added.

As he continues to reshape 
his views on life, Kuper said he 
might consider returning to parish 
ministry, but would feel more 
comfortable if he first worked 
through more of his remaining 
doubts. 

One example of his continued 
growth came during a recent young 

adult program called Theology on 
Tap. Kuper said he was asked to 
speak briefly about his faith journey 
at a gathering of mostly college age 
adults, and he said he felt good about 
the opportunity afterward. 

“I think I would love to be able to 
reach out to more people who are in 
the same place I was in, when I have 
more answers,” he said. 

Kuper encouraged people to 

avoid the temptation to ignore 
faith questions that challenge their 
current perspectives. “It’s really 
tough not to shelve them,” he said.

As for his own journey, his 
recommitment to free will has led 
to more questions drawing him 
more deeply to his Catholic roots. “I 
recognize there are more questions I 
didn’t really know I had.”

Cochise

Gila Pinal East

KUPER
continued from page 12

Graham Greenlee closed; redrawn vicariates helps eastern Arizona parishes


