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The Diocese of Tucson is blessed to have 17 men studying for the 
priesthood. At a time when the availability of grants and scholarships 
to aid in their education are diminishing, the Diocese is committed 
to offering our future priests the very best formation programs and 
experiences to prepare them to be outstanding servant leaders in our 
parishes.  Your generous contributions will help us meet the financial 
challenges of this commitment.  Please be as generous as you can to 
the Seminarian Education Fund collection Dec. 9-10. 

In Support of our 
Seminarian Education

Oracle Rd. at Prince

520.888.0860
Old Spanish Trail at Houghton

520.885.9173

Visit us online at: dotcc.org
Call or stop in for your free Planning Organizer

A ministry of the Diocese of Tucson

Please join us as we celebrate the 
miracle of Christ’s birth.

Peace of mind, family security, 
Catholic heritage for the ones who 

ma� er the most

You are encouraged to bring an ornament or memento 
to hang in rememberance of a departed loved one.

Holy Hope Advent Mass
Friday Morning, 

December 15th at 8:30 a.m.
 

Our Lady of the Desert Advent Mass
Friday Morning, 

December 15th at 8:30 a.m. 

All are welcome!

In 2017, St. Elizabeth’s 
Health Center sta� 
will continue to provide 
service to more than 
27,500 patient visits. 
For 56 years, your donations have made these 
visits possible for our community’s uninsured 
and underserved neighbors.

The 2017 Arizona Charitable Tax Credit lets 
you claim a credit up to $400 for an individual 
and up to $800 for couples filing jointly.

This dollar-for-dollar reduction in your Arizona 
state income taxes allows you to decide where 
some of your tax dollars go. 

To claim your credit, donate online at 
saintehc.org or call us at 520-670-0907.
We greatly appreciate every donation
made toward our Mission.  

140 W. Speedway Blvd., Ste. 100  •  Tucson, Arizona 85705

(520) 628-7871  •  saintehc.org
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Faced with a hard, unexpected 
financial shortfall, the diocesan 
Vocations Office is looking for 
help from the pews to keep its 
seminarians in formation.

Shortly after the start of the fiscal 
year in July, Vocations Director 
Father Jorge Farias Saucedo learned 
that a $300,000 grant from Catholic 
Extension was not being renewed. 
Father Farias noted that the grant 
had been decreasing during the last 
two years, but it was not renewed at 
all this year. 

Having already reconciled his 
budget, the best way he was going 
to make up some of the difference 
was the annual Diocesan Seminarian 
Education Collection set in parishes 
for Dec. 9-10.

“We have to make a leap of faith,” 
Father Farias said. 

Besides the unexpected loss of 
funds from Catholic Extension 
grant, the problem is exacerbated 
by a steady increase in the number 
of young men –  a total of 16 
– currently in training or the
seminary. The Diocese of Tucson
is designated a “mission” diocese,
which means that its Catholic
base struggles to provide enough
resources to sustain the required
levels of ministry.

Together, these factors constitute 
the “perfect storm,” Father Farias 
said. 

The priest noted that the cost 
of tuition, room and board alone 
for a seminarian can run about 

$35,000 per year. In the current 
fiscal year, those budgeted expenses 
are $596,169. Other expenses – 
such as books, health insurance, 
travel, language classes and other 
formation programs – cost an 
additional $196,436.

Costs don’t stop there. The 
Vocations Office, which employs 
three staff including Father Farias, 
operates with a budget of $174,000. 
Those costs cover administration, 
personnel and requisite benefits and 
some programming. The two offices 

combined for expenses of $966,605.
Revenues listed in the 2017-

18 budget include a regular 
disbursement from the Annual 
Catholic Appeal of $250,000, along 
with a special Appeal disbursement 
of $113,000, the amount that the 
Appeal went over goal several years 
ago. 

There is another $66,000 
added from investment returns of 
restricted funds, and $50,000 from a 
fundraiser sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus in early 2018. The 
Vocations Office generates revenue 
of $15,000 and has some restricted 
funds that contribute another 
$15,000 to operational costs.

There are some restricted 
funds for seminarian education. 
The Diocese will rely heavily on 
those funds this year to try to 
make up the deficit. The budget 
includes $225,000 from two 
accounts specifically earmarked for 
seminarian education. While that 
will help cover some of the shortfall, 
it will also significantly deplete 
those funds, leaving them with only 
$149,000.

Then there is the second 
collection. 

“The Diocesan Seminarian 

Education Collection has been 
around for only two years,” said 
Father Farias. 

In 2016, the collection raised 
about $34,000. “We hope now that 
people are aware of it, we can raise 
more.”

This year, the Diocese is pulling 
out all the stops to encourage people 
to give generously. In the budget, 
diocesan leaders were hoping to 
raise $200,000 through the second 
collection.

If the collection hits that mark, 
the Vocations Office will still be 
running a deficit, projected at 
almost $33,000.

“Loss of the Extension grant is a 
major blow. We can’t deny that, and 
we have to find a better solution in 
the long term,” Father Farias said. 
“My concern right now is to make 
sure the young men we have in 
seminary right now can complete 
their education this year. We will 
need to strategize better how to 
manage this loss in the future. For 
now, this is the best we can do.”

Father Farias added: “I would 
just ask anyone reading this to 
understand our predicament, to 
be as generous as they can be, and 
above all, to pray.”

Bridging Vocations fund shortfall will take a ‘leap of faith,’ says priest

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Transitional Deacon Thomas Quirk enjoyed a meal with people at the Senior Nutrition Center in Yuma as part of a training on the 
varied ministries offered through Catholic Community Services.

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Seminarians learned about date harvesting during their fall convocation in Yuma. 
They also learned how some growers are providing living wages and benefits to their 
workers, in line with Catholic social teaching.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Tim Reckart’s filmmaking career 
started as a youth in Tucson, 
shooting amateur video death scenes 
using ketchup as fake blood. 

With last 
month’s release of 
“The Star,” which 
features the voices 
of Oprah Winfrey, 
Christopher 
Plummer, Patricia 

Heaton and other A-listers, Reckart’s 
directorial skills have moved a few 
steps forward. 

During a Nov. 8 webinar for 
Catholic media, Reckart said he 
never thought that he could garner 
the talents of top actors for his 
animated movie about the birth of 
Christ, but told superiors at Sony 
Films to solicit them anyway. 

“We said, ‘Shoot for the moon,’” 
he recalled, with a grin. “But then, 
we really got our wish on this 
project.”

Among the other stars lining 
up were Kelly Clarkson, Anthony 
Anderson, Ving Rhames, Gabriel 
Iglesias, Kristin Chenoweth, Tracy 
Morgan, Kris Kristofferson and Tyler 
Perry. 

Recording artist Mariah Carey 
wrote and recorded the movie’s 
theme song “The Star.”

Reckart said the movie was 
attractive to top notch actors 
because “there was no risk to 
anyone’s brand” and “it was a 
movie worthy of their talents.”

Reckart catapulted to stardom 
after his inaugural foray, a 2012 
11-minute stop action short “Head 
Over Heels,” was nominated for 
an Oscar. He won the IMDb New 
Filmmaker Award at the Bath Film 
Festival in 2012 and was pegged as a 
rising talent in the industry.

Reckart recalled that when Sony 
first approached him about directing 
the project, he wasn’t terribly excited 
about it. However, there was a 
certain appeal in making what could 
become a modern Christmas classic, 
one that goes to the heart of the 
holiday. 

“Think about the movies you pull 
off the shelf to watch every year,” he 
said. “All of them are great but none 
of them are about the birth of Jesus 

Christ.”
“That’s what families are really 

looking for,” Reckart added.
It was a message he thought would 

not sit well with Sony. “I thought I 
was basically saying good-bye to the 
job.”

Instead, the company bought the 
idea, and hired him.

Reckart admitted to being a bit 

star struck when it came time to 
record the character voices. 

He recalled watching Winfrey 
recording the dialogue in studio, 
especially a scene when her 
character, Deborah the camel, lets 
out a “battle cry.”

“I heard a sound that I am sure no 
one in the world ever heard before,” 
he said of Winfrey’s bellow. 

Loved filmmaking growing up
Reckart said his interest in film 

was planted by his family.
“There were six of us kids, so 

we used to go out with mom’s 
camcorder and make movies out in 
the desert,” he said. “With that many 

kids, usually the movies were about 
killing people off one at a time. We’d 
bring bottles of ketchup out with us.”

He said that despite that “kind of a 
weird background,” his parents were 
“very supportive,” especially given 
the reputation of the film industry as 
“full of vice.”

Reckart considers himself “a 
Christian filmmaker who doesn’t 

make Christian movies as such,” but 
rather movies “around themes and 
values that resonate with our faith.”

“The Star” is really a movie about 
vocations, he added. Bo, the donkey, 
longs to serve in the royal caravan, 
but finds himself befriending and 
protecting Mary from Herod’s 
soldiers. A key lesson, Reckart said, 
is “great things can come under very 
humble appearances.” 

Reckart said he wanted to be true 
to the Bible accounts of the Nativity, 
but realized that those stories are 
just a prelude to the larger picture 
of Jesus’ ministry and message. You 
can’t tell the whole story and “you 

can’t turn Mary and Joseph into 
comedy characters or action heroes.”

That’s why the animals became 
the focal point. 

Depicting Mary and Joseph
It doesn’t mean that the characters 

of Mary and Joseph are stagnant or 
stiff. “We wanted to make Mary a 
character who laughs, and who lives 
with gusto.”

Reckart discussed his desire 
to make them real and their 
relationship reflective of a real 
marriage, along with the challenges 
that couples face. 

For Mary, it means having total 
trust in God, even though she 
realizes that she cannot appreciate 
what she will have to face during 
the lifetime of her son. At the 
Annunciation, for example, “she 
doesn’t ask about the fine print or 
ask any questions; she just says ‘yes,’” 
he said.

Reckart said that Mary only begins 
to grasp what her future and the 
future of her son hold during the 
Presentation, when she encounters 
Anna and Simeon, who tells her how 
a sword shall pierce her heart. 

“I think it is there Mary realizes 
that life won’t always mean fun and 
games.”

Asked if he was planning to move 
into other Bible stories, or follow this 
movie with others about his faith, 
Reckart said he prefers to work on 
positive family movies, but not those 
directly related to his faith. 

“For Mary, it means having total trust in God, even 
though she realizes that she cannot appreciate 

what she will have to face during the lifetime 
of her son. At the Annunciation, for example, 

“she doesn’t ask about the fine print or ask any 
questions; she just says ‘yes,’” he said.

Tucson’s Reckart makes vocation, faith ‘The Star’ of Christmas movie 

Catholic Outlook photo by CNS/Sony Pictures

Animated characters appear in the movie "The Star," directed by Tucsonan Tim Reckart. The Catholic News Service classification 
is A-I, general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG, parental guidance suggested.
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Father John Arnold, pastor 
of St. Mark’s in Oro Valley, 
was among the first on the 
bandwagon to promote “The Star,” 
a new Christmas movie about the 

Nativity directed by Tucson native 
Tim Reckart. 

Father Arnold is a longtime 
friend of Tim’s dad, Timothy 
Reckart and mom Jane.

In his regular blog on the parish 
web site, stmarkov.com/news/the-
star-due-in-theatres-november-17, 
Father Arnold wrote, tongue in 
cheek: “I have known his dad 
since I was five years old and 

am godfather to (Tim’s) vastly 
more talented younger sister, 
Maddie. I was an actor in his first 
motion picture shot while he was 
in high school. His father was 
cast as Satan, the head of a major 
American corporation. I also had a 
small, non-speaking role. That was 
very difficult for me, not speaking 
that is. Is my role in his climb to 
the top likely to get mentioned? 

No. It is an old show biz story.”
Father Arnold calls “The Star,” 

“a good family film” and posted a 
trailer along with his column.

He was also willing to forgive 
and forget being overlooked by 
young Tim Reckart. 

“In show biz, it doesn’t do any 
good to hold grudges,” he wrote. “I 
might get another shot.”

DIOCESAN EVENTS

Renewal Ministry sets retreat, Advent party
601 E. Fort Lowell Rd., Dec. 14,  

Sacred Heart Parish, Tucson
The diocesan Renewal Ministry will host 

“Celebrate Your Advent Journey” an evening of 
praise and worship, sharing charismatic gifts of 
the Spirit and fellowship following in the parish 
hall. Snacks and drinks will be provided although 
attendees are encouraged to bring a favorite 
seasonal treat. Call Gloria, (520) 237-7060 or 
visit tucsonccr.org for details.

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE

Father-Daughter Dance at Most Holy Trinity
1300 N. Greasewood Rd., Jan. 26, 2018, 

Dinner, 6 p.m.; Dance, 7 p.m.  
Most Holy Trinity Parish, Tucson

The parish is hosting its first Father-Daughter 
Dance and Dinner, with options for attending 
one or both events. For couples attending both, 

tickets are $30, with additional daughter tickets 
at $10. Tickets for the dance alone are $15, with 
additional daughter tickets at $5. The evening 
will include free corsages, snacks, face painting, 
a craft table, door prizes and a photo booth. A 
professional photographer will be available for 
formal portraits at $10 each. Tickets should be 
purchased from the parish. Tickets can also be 
purchased onsite the day of the event for an 
additional $5. For more information, call the 
parish at (520) 884-9021.

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

Santa Catalina hosts concert series
14380 N. Oracle Rd., various dates and 

times, Santa Catalina Parish, Tucson
The parish is sponsoring its first Concert 

Series. Proceeds go to church and worship 
space improvements. The first event is a 
parish Christmas Concert, Dec. 10, 2-3:30 
p.m., featuring Stanton Lanier, internationally-
known pianist and composer, offering original 

compositions and arrangements of music for 
the Christmas season. The second concert is 
Feb. 18, 2018, 2-3:30 p.m., with the theme “The 
Music of Love,” featuring Alex Navas, Rouzbeh 
Tebyanian and Andrew Desautels. The third 
concert is Oct. 19, 2018, 6:30-8 p.m., with Jaime 
Cortez, a composer, arranger and performer 
from Mesa. The fourth concert is Dec. 2, 2018, 
2-3:30 p.m., featuring Rouzbeh Tebyanian and 
Andrew Desautels performing Advent and 
Christmas music. Tickets are available at $25 for 
each performance or can be purchased at $75 for 
the entire series. Please call (520) 825-9611 for 
details.

Christmas Cantata set for St. Mark’s
2727 W. Tangerine Rd., Dec. 24, 3 p.m.,  

St. Mark Church, Oro Valley
The St. Mark Festival Choir and Orchestra will 

be performing the Christmas Cantata, “A City 
of the King” by Jack Coleman, led by Russell 
Ronnebaum followed by Mass at 4 p.m. For more 
information, email Music Director Billy Mattison 
at liturgy@stmarkov.com.

By JOHN MULDERIG
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — A holiday treat 
suitable for all but the tiniest, “The 
Star” (Sony) is a delightful animated 
version of the Christmas story told 
from the perspective of some of the 
animals present in the manger.

Director Timothy Reckart and 
screenwriter Carlos Kotkin skillfully 
balance religious themes such as 
the importance of prayer and the 
value of forgiveness with a more 
secular message about pursuing 
your dreams. They also throw in 
a healthy dose of straightforward 
entertainment.

They work their way into the 
biblical narrative of Jesus’ birth 
through the adventures of a gentle 
donkey from Nazareth named Bo 
(voice of Steven Yeun). Curious 
about the world beyond the grain 
mill where he carries out his 

monotonous work, Bo yearns to 
exchange his life of drudgery for the 
fame and prestige to be gained by 
joining the storied royal caravan.

Bo’s best friend, a lively dove 
by the name of Dave (voice of 
Keegan-Michael Key), shares 
this ambition. The pals get their 
chance to fulfill their aspirations 
when Bo successfully escapes his 
confinement, though he injures his 
leg in the process.

Bo is tended to by no one 
less than Mary (voice of Gina 
Rodriguez), after which his quest 
takes a detour. Despite the mild 
disapproval of Joseph (voice 
of Zachary Levi), Mary adopts 
her patient as a pet. Bo, in turn, 
becomes dedicated to protecting 
the parents-to-be, as they journey 
to Bethlehem, from the murderous 
scheming of King Herod (voice of 
Christopher Plummer).

Bo is aided in this endeavor not 
only by Dave but, eventually, by 
an affectionate sheep called Ruth 
(voice of Aidy Bryant) whom the 
pals encounter along the way. 
Together, the critters do what they 
can to thwart the unspeaking hulk 
of a soldier Herod has dispatched to 
slaughter the Holy Family and the 
pair of ferocious-seeming but not 
entirely evil dogs, Thaddeus (voice 
of Ving Rhames) and Rufus (voice of 
Gabriel Iglesias), accompanying him.

As a range of characters rely on 
prayer for guidance and strive to 
do God’s will, Mary and Joseph 
present the image of a well-balanced 
marriage by being strong for 
each other in moments of trial or 
doubt. Though some liberties are 
taken with the scriptural account 
- Catholic viewers will especially 
notice the absence of the phrase 
“Hail, Mary” from the Annunciation 

scene - overall, the script is faithful 
to the Gospels.

The inclusion of lighthearted 
humor, moreover, does nothing 
to detract from the appropriately 
reverent treatment of the movie’s 
sacred subject matter. Though a 
couple of silly guano-themed lines 
designed to make little ones giggle 
might have been dispensed with, 
overall this is a very solid choice for 
family viewing. All the more so, as it 
may serve as the starting point for a 
discussion of faith in general and of 
the Incarnation in particular.

The film contains scenes of peril 
and a bit of very mild scatological 
humor. The Catholic News Service 
classification is A-I - general 
patronage. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is 
PG - parental guidance suggested. 
Some material may not be suitable 
for children.

Animals become ‘The Star’ of ‘delightful’ Nativity movie

Oro Valley pastor 
promotes movie 
despite ‘slight’
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We shall weave a chain of love 
 around the world.

-Saint Teresa of Calcutta

 Reachout Women's Center is a limited medical facility  
 helping women choose life for the unborn by lovingly   
 supporting them emotionally, physically and spiritually. 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!

2648 N Campbell Ave
Tucson, AZ 85719

(520) 321-4300
www.reachoutwomenscenter.com

 Volunteers help women make an informed decision 
 about their unplanned pregnancy or help in the 
 clothing bank. Training is provided for both 
 volunteer roles. Help fill the world with 
 love one client at a time.

 
Branch Manager, Senior Vice President/Investments 

(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free
4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201 | Tucson, Arizona 85718 
palazzob@stifel.com | www.stifel.com 

Ben Palazzo

Celebrating 31 years

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds  
Annuities | CDs | Money Market Funds | IRAs  

IRA Rollovers | Retirement Plans | UITs   
Cash Management | Financial Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE

By Michael Brown
Managing Editor

Using his Installation Mass homily 
to launch his episcopacy as the 
seventh Bishop of Tucson, Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger laid the 
foundation of the Gospel reading of 
Jesus’ call to the disciples as friends, 
not slaves, as a blueprint for ministry.

“Let us be in friendship with all, 
for surely that is the way love grows, 
the Kingdom is built and the great 
Diocese of Tucson will step into its 
next age. Brothers and sisters, let the 
friendship begin,” the bishop said.

The installation was the last step in 
the transfer of leadership that began 
Oct. 3 with the announcement by 
Pope Francis that he had accepted 
the resignation of Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas, who served 16 years for the 
Diocese, first as coadjutor bishop 
under  Bishop Manuel Moreno and 
then as the sixth Bishop of Tucson, 
and appointed as his successor 
Bishop Weisenburger, serving as the 
11th ordinary from the Diocese of 
Salina, Kansas.

During his tenure, Bishop Kicanas 
became known for his advocacy on 
behalf of the poor, immigrants and 
cooperation with religious and civic 
leaders, and was beloved by Catholics 
throughout southern Arizona. That 
love was evident in St. Augustine 
Cathedral Nov. 29 as Bishop Kicanas 
was repeatedly applauded, including a 
minute-long standing ovation during 
Bishop Weisenburger’s homily.

“I cannot let the day pass without 
perhaps one final time in this setting 
to say thank you to that magnificent 
shepherd who for 16 years, as 
explained and poured out in the 
Gospel, given his life in sacrificial love 
for us, my own thanks and the thanks 
once again of our people to Bishop 
Kicanas,” Bishop Weisenburger said, 
leading to the applause.

The day belonged to Bishop 
Weisenburger, and he used the 
homily to build on the legacy of his 
predecessor in embracing the poor 
and accompanying those overlooked 
by society, using the example of the 
Beatitudes as his model. 

Jesus intended his message to “turn 
everything upside down,” the bishop 
said. “It’s not the rich, the healthy, 
the happy and the favorite who are 
among his most chosen ones. It’s the 
poor, the suffering, the neglected 
and the humble – not the humble by 
choice, but the humble by necessity. 
He turns everything upside down 
and it gets him in a lot of trouble.”

“Until we begin to turn things 
upside down in our minds and look 
at it very differently, and embrace 
the world as he did in this topsy-
turvy way, I am not sure we can 
authentically call ourselves his 
friends.”

The bishop then focused on two 
elements of the Gospel: That Jesus 
chose us, and that we were chosen as 
friends. 

“When you consider all the 
world’s great religions, all of which 
contain some truth, it is almost 
always humankind’s literal or 
figurative struggle up the mountain 
to encounter God. It is our energy, 
our effort to encounter and find 

God,” the bishop said. “Jesus flips it 
upside down. He said, no, it’s God in 
me and with perfect love, who has 
been looking out for you, seeking 
you, running after you forever.”

Bishop Weisenburger said that 
slaves are motivated by fear, and 
servants by a salary. Jesus, he said, 
uses “affectionate terms” to describe 
his relationship with humanity. 

“Only a good friend will get up in 
the middle of the night to take care 
of a friend in need. A friend will do 
anything for another friend because 
a friend’s motivation is love,” the 
bishop said.

“As I step into this new role, let it 
be one of holy friendship,” he added. 
“This celebration this day is not first 
and foremost about me. It really is a 
celebration of the church and even in 
its best sense, what you and I are to 
be – together – for the church and for 
the world.” 

Bishop Weisenburger exhibited 
humility and humor during his 
homily, preached initially in Spanish, 

‘Let the friendship begin,’ says Bishop Weisenburger

uARTICLE CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its 

actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

Sharers in Ministry

We o� er:
• Level One (LI) and Two (LII) 
 certi� cation classes for teachers 
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and 
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to � t the 
 needs of your faith community

� e Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

DECEMBER 2017 - JMT EVENTS
12/1-12/3 CFP

12/1 L I-1: Safe Environment (St. Charles, San  
 Carlos)

12/2 Ministry to Elderly/Home-bound (CCS)   
 English and Spanish

12/3 Advent Retreat - San Solano

12/7 Spirituality of Aging - RRC Sabbatical   
 Program

12/22/17-1/2/18 JMT Offi ce closed

By MICHAEL BROWN 
Managing Editor 

When Bishop Edward J. 
Weisenburger moved Catholic 
Charities of Northern Kansas to new 
offices, it wasn’t just an upgrade in 
quarters. It was an affirmation of the 
mission of the organization.

“We were in a very old building 
that had been sadly neglected for 
years and Catholic Charities in our 
area was rather unknown,” said CCNK 
Executive Director Michelle Martin. 

“Under (Bishop Weisenburger’s) 
his leadership, we were able to 
relocate and become more visible in 
the community.” 

Martin, a lawyer hired in December 
of 2013, said the sheer size of the 
Salina Diocese made bringing Catholic 
Charities’ services to those who 
needed them most a daunting task. 

“We cover 31 counties and span 
over half the width of the state of 
Kansas. With offices in only three of 
those counties, we had many areas 
that were not really feeling served by 
our agency,” she said. 

Geographically, Salina holds the 
seat of the Diocese. It is the second 
most populous city in the Diocese 
with about 48,000 residents. It’s 
located in eastern part of the Diocese. 
Only Manhattan, the area farthest 
east and the location of Kansas State 
University and its student population 
of more than 20,000, is larger, with a 
total population of nearly 55,000. 

Hays, Kansas, where Bishop 
Weisenburger spent several formative 
years as a youth, is in a mid western 
part of the Diocese, about 160 miles 
from the Colorado state line. 

“We expanded our work to doing 
mobile outreach and to provide 
services in other communities each 
week from our three main offices 
(Salina, Manhattan and Hays). We 
also have tried to expand our hours 
of operation to make our services 
more accessible to the working poor. 
We stay open during the lunch hour, 
stay late two evenings and are open 
Saturday mornings,” Martin said. 

The bishop also encouraged the 
agency to enlist the help of more 
volunteers. The first year, they added 
50, and then opened a thrift store at 
the Salina site to drive more traffic 
and provide a modest revenue source. 
This year, they have added more than 
70 volunteers, Martin said. 

“This has also contributed to 

the raised awareness about our 
mission,” she added. 

The bishop has a deep-seated, 
authentic concern for the poor, 
Martin said. “He seems to have 
always had a deep passion for the 
ministry of Catholic Charities 
and for trying to live out Christ’s 
example of serving the poor.” 

Martin first heard about Catholic 
Charities through her friend, 
Pamela Sullivan, hired as diocesan 
Chancellor in October of 2013. 
“Prior to that, I do not recall hearing 
about Catholic Charities or knowing 
anything about the work.” 

Another friend, a Catholic Charities 
board member, also called Martin 
and encouraged her to apply. “After 
educating myself about the agency, 
discussing with my husband and 
praying about it, I decided to apply.” 

There are strong parallels 

between Bishop Weisenburger and 
Pope Francis, Martin said.

“Bishop has always has indicated 
to me a deep conviction and 
concern for the poor and less 
fortunate. Although his style is 
somewhat different (from Pope 
Francis), he also really understands 
the need to connect with people and 
be involved on so many levels. 

“He works endlessly to spend 
time out in the communities to make 
connections with the priests, his staff 
and the parish members. He truly is 
very personable and caring,” she said. 

Martin told about her own 
personal experience with the bishop 
shortly after she was hired. 

“During my first year in this 
position, I happened to lose my 
12-year-old son when his fourth 
open heart surgery resulted in an 
unsuccessful outcome. Even though 
the bishop keeps an extraordinarily 
busy schedule, he made time to 
check on me and my family. I will 
miss him as someone who provided 
me support during some of my 
darkest hours,” she said. 

Another example of Bishop 
Weisenburger’s compassion is his 
strong opposition to payday loans and 
predatory lending. 

“Once he started hearing the stories 
of how people become trapped in 
these loans for years with no hope of 
getting out without assistance from 
someone, how (companies) target 
those on fixed incomes - the poor and 
elderly - and how the fees charged 
end up equating to about 300 percent 
interest, he was moved by the injustice 
of it all. He has been writing and 
advocating for change as much as he 
can,” she said.

Bishop has strong focus on caring for the poor, says Catholic Charities chief

Outlook photo courtesy of The Register

CCNK Executive Director Michelle Martin thanks Bishop Weisenburger, left, following 
his Farewell Mass Oct. 29 in Salina.
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By MICHAEL BROWN 
Managing Editor 

Pamela Sullivan, Chancellor 
in the Diocese of Salina, recalled 
sitting in her first Executive 
Committee meeting with Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger, and 
priests representing the Tribunal, 
Finance, Liturgy and Vicar 
General’s offices. 

“There’s a children’s song that 
goes ‘One of these things is not 
like the other. One of these things 
doesn’t belong,’” she said. “I was 
looking around and that is what 
comes into my head.” 

That was quickly and repeatedly 
dispelled, said Sullivan, who came 
to the Diocese after serving as 
a state prosecutor, squaring off 
against murderers and rapists.

When Sullivan was hired in 
October 2013, the first woman 
Chancellor in the history of the 
Diocese, she found herself in a 
position traditionally held by a 
priest. The Diocese of Tucson also 
employs a woman for this job, 
Kathy Rhinehart. 

“He has been so supportive,” 
said Sullivan, whose specialty as 
a lawyer had been employment 
law. She also serves as diocesan 
director of Human Resources. “He 
listens to me and takes to heart 
what I have to say. Even if it is 
tough news, he listens to it.” 

Bishop Weisenburger is adept 

at collecting information, sizing 
up a situation and making an 
informed decision, Sullivan said. 
“Sometimes, it’s frustrating,” she 
added, because he is skilled at 
mastering even more complicated 
issues quickly. 

“He’s so intelligent that by 
the time you move toward a 
conclusion, he’s already there and 
he’s ready to move on.” 

Sometimes, additional 
information or different 
perspectives have led to him 
changing his mind. When asked 
during the interview for this 
story when she last convinced the 
bishop to shift his thought, Sullivan 
said, without pause, “about two 
hours ago.”

This is especially true, Sullivan 
said, when “as a lawyer, I am 
looking at a whole bunch of things 
he is not looking at. He’ll circle 
back.” 

While Bishop Weisenburger is 
a strong advocate for women in 
leadership positions, it wasn’t the 
reason she was hired, Sullivan said. 
“He wanted to have good, quality 
people who have a strong Catholic 
faith” regardless of gender. 

She echoed others who say 
the bishop supports change for 
the better and sees it through to 
the end,  citing the move of the 
Catholic Charities office to a new 
building earlier this year. 

“I can’t even begin to 
describe the old building. It was 
dilapidated,” she said. Working 
with a donor, the bishop pressed 
forward after the Diocese had 
undergone years of discernment, 
until the new facility became a 
reality. The new building sent a 
strong message to the community, 
Sullivan said.

Working out of a poor facility 
created “the appearance that 
Catholic Charities wasn’t as 
important as it truly is.” 

“He had the vision and he made 
it happen,” she added.

Another example of his 
involvement in ministry was his 
participation at listening sessions 
of youths and young adults for 
a report for the 2018 Synod of 
Bishops on Youth, Faith and 
Vocational Discernment. 

“He wanted to know what they 
were thinking and what they 
wanted.” 

Even as he comes to the 
Diocese of Tucson, with a Catholic 
population nearly 10 times that 
of Salina and with different 
concerns and cultures, Catholics 
here will see the passion Bishop 
Weisenburger has for serving the 
community. 

“He has a passion to help 
people who are disadvantaged,” 
Sullivan said. “That’s him, over and 
beyond.”

Chancellor praises bishop’s support for women and lay leadership

Outlook photo courtesy of The Register

Bishop Weisenburger laughs with Mary Katafiasz and Joyce Ratcliff, a member of the board of directors of Catholic 
Charities of Northern Kansas, at the organization’s 12th Annual Fundraiser last July 23.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

The first time Father Kerry 
Ninemire met then Salina’s Bishop-
elect Edward J. Weisenburger was 
during a planning meeting for the 
latter’s ordination and installation. 

“He was very cordial, he was 
very easy to talk to and got down 
to business.”

Father Ninemire said the 
impression he got of the new bishop 
was “pretty favorable.” 

“He’s very brilliant,” said the 
priest, after having served him in 
diocesan leadership, “and he’s self-
confident without being arrogant. 
He’s got an outgoing personality.”

The priest, who later was named 
Vicar General, said that Bishop 
Weisenburger’s support – and 
expectations – for his priests is very 
high. “He struck a balance (for the 
priests) like a compassionate father. 
He was totally supportive and not 
a bit reluctant to hold us to a very 
high standard.”

“It took a touch of adjustment, but 
as a whole, it was really appreciated,” 

Father Ninemire continued.
Bishop Weisenburger understands 

that every priest has “gifts and 
challenges” and added, that “I never 
saw him push a priest beyond what 
he was capable of doing.”

“He won’t settle for less than 
professional conduct,” he said, 
adding that he doesn’t make 
excuses for priests who behave 
unprofessionally. “He’s not one to 
say, ‘Oh, that’s just Father.’”

Among the bishop’s 
expectations, Father Ninemire said, 

is that people are punctual and 
respond to emails promptly. 

Bishop Weisenburger is also 
very decisive. Three days before 
his ordination in Salina, the 
Cathedral Rector was accused of 
inappropriate conduct. The priest 
was immediately suspended and 
subsequently laicized. The priest 
who replaced him was the perfect 
choice to rebuild the community’s 
trust, Father Ninemire said.

Salina is a relatively small diocese, 
with a Catholic population of about 

44,000; yet it has 12 seminarians in 
formation. “For a diocese this size, 
that’s very good,” he said. 

Part of the reason for the  success 
is the bishop’s intentionality – 
getting seminarians to interact with 
young people in various programs, 
the priest added.

Bishop Weisenburger is an active 
bishop who follows through on 
things. “He’s more a take-charge 
type. That doesn’t mean he doesn’t 
listen or talk to others, though.”

The appointment to Tucson 
caught the bishop completely by 
surprise, Father Ninemire said. “He 
had no idea it was coming. He was 
in no way prepared for it.”

Bishop Weisenburger has the 
“utmost respect” for his Tucson 
predecessor, Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas. 

On immigration issues, the new 
bishop will be an ardent supporter 
of the same causes for which 
Bishop Kicanas advocated. Bishop 
Weisenburger’s willingness to 
speak and improve his Spanish is 
an indication of how serious he is, 
Father Ninemire said. 

Bishop Weisenburger on priests: High regard, high expectations

 Outlook photo courtesy of The Register

Bishop Weisenburger, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, NJ, and Father Kerry Ninemire 
celebrate Mass at the annual retreat for priests in the Diocese of Salina earlier this year.
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followed by English. The bishop, who studied Spanish 
as a seminarian but has apologized for his skills, said 
“An expert in Spanish prepared an absolutely flawless, 
beautiful translation of my homily, which a couple of 
days ago, Msgr. (Raul) Treviso, in charge of Hispanic 
Ministry, urged me to dismiss.

“He said, ‘Look, bishop, nobody cares if you make 
mistakes.’ My own experience tells me that’s true, so 
bear with me, whether it is English or Spanish you 
speak, for a few moments.”

After delivering it in Spanish, he quipped, “For those 
of you who don’t speak Spanish, I bet that sounded 
good. And for those of you do,” the bishop made the 
penitential gesture of striking his breast three times. 
“I’ll get better.”

The installation was attended by more than two 
dozen bishops, including Cardinal Roger Mahony, 
papal nuncio Archbishop Christophe Pierre and Santa 
Fe Archbishop John Wester, who was the initial main 
celebrant until Bishop Weisenburger received his 
crosier, or staff, and took possession of the cathedra, 

or bishop’s chair. About 1,100 priests, family and 
friends from Kansas and Oklahoma, ecumenical and 
civic leaders, and hundreds of Catholics from parishes 
throughout the diocese filled the cathedral.

As part of the rite, Bishop Weisenburger used a 
wooden mallet to knock on the door and gain entry 
at the invitation of the rector, Father Gilbert Malu 
Musumbu. The bishop venerated a crucifix and blessed 
himself and others nearby with holy water before 
processing to the sanctuary. 

Following a welcome by Archbishop Wester, 
Archbishop Pierre read the apostolic mandate – 
the order signed by Pope Francis announcing the 
appointment. After Bishop Weisenburger presented 
the mandate to the gathered bishops, diocesan leaders, 
priests and the people, he received the crosier.

Editor’s note: Photos from the Installation Mass and 
vespers offered the night before can be found on the 
Catholic Outlook Facebook page. Links to the bishop’s 
homily and Archbishop Pierre’s reading of the mandate 
can also be found on the Catholic Outlook Facebook 
page and at diocesetucson.org. 

LET THE FRIENDSHIP BEGINS
continued from page 6

Upon entering the cathedral, Bishop 
Weisenburger venerates a crucifix and 
blesses himself and those around him with 
holy water.

Deacons of the Diocese line up on the south side of the cathedral for their procession into the Installation Mass.

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Crowds enter the southern doors of St. Augustine Cathedral for the Installation Mass 
Nov. 29. While the Mass began at 2 p.m., attendees were instructed to be seated in 
advance to allow for processions of priests and deacons prior to the official start.

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger waits outside the front doors of St. Augustine’s as the 
musical prelude winds down.
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At left, Bishop Weisenburger displays the apostolic mandate signed by Pope Francis 
appointing him to the Diocese of Tucson. Above, following the presentation of the 
mandate to those gathered, the bishop sits in the cathedra, or bishop’s chair, with his 
crosier for the first time. Below left, a guitarist leads the choir. Below, Deacon John 
Gonzales assists Bishop Weisenburger during the eucharistic prayer’s concluding 
doxology.
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By MICHAEL BROWN 
Managing Editor 

Since 2000, Clara M. Stitham 
has served as executive secretary 
to three bishops and two 
administrators in the Diocese of 
Salina, but planned on retiring when 
Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger was 
ordained and installed as the 11th 
Bishop of Salina. 

Stitham recalled meeting then-
Msgr. Weisenburger when he served 
as Vicar General for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City. It occurred during 
a trip to Rome in June of 2011, when 
her former boss, Salina-bishop-
appointed-Oklahoma City Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley, received his pallium 
- a woolen stole symbolizing the 
metropolitan appointment - from 
Pope Benedict XVI.

On Feb. 6, 2012, the pope 
appointed Msgr. Weisenburger to 
Salina, who made it a point on the 
day of the announcement to seek out 
Stitham, his Chancery contact, who 
was seriously considering retirement. 

“When Bishop-elect 
Weisenburger came to Salina for 
his press conference, his first visit, 
he came up to my office and said, 
‘Finally someone I know,’ and gave 

me the biggest welcome hug,’’ 
Stitham recalled. “At that moment, I 
knew immediately that I had to work 
for this man.... This has been another 
one of my biggest blessings.” 

Stitham started at the Chancery 
in 2000 working for then-Bishop 
George K. Fitzsimons. She had been a 
secretary at St. Mary Catholic School 
in Salina for 19 years, when she was 
asked to step in after the bishop’s 
previous secretary retired at age 80.

“I was somewhat familiar with 
the inner workings of our Catholic 
schools and the parish offices, but the 
inner workings of the Chancery were 
a big learning curve,” she recalled. 

Her first thought was to stay on 
until Bishop Fitzsimons retired. 
Although the bishop turned 75 on 
Sept. 4, 2003, his resignation was 
not accepted for another 13 months 
when Pope John Paul II named 
Father Coakley from the Diocese of 
Wichita, Kansas, to succeed him on 
Oct. 21, 2004. 

“I did not plan at that time to 
continue working,” Stitham recalled, 
but after meeting the new bishop, 
she changed her mind. 

Six years later, on Dec. 16, 
2010, Bishop Coakley was 

appointed to Oklahoma City, 
and Stitham stayed on to assist 
diocesan administrator Msgr. Barry 
Brinkman. Months passed. Then 
years. Finally, in February of 2012 
came the announcement of Bishop 
Weisenburger, and Stitham’s most 
recent retirement delay. 

“Bishop Weisenburger is his own 
man. Actually, he is a brilliant man,” 
she said. “There are not enough 

words to describe him adequately.”
She cited “his deep faith, his 

laughter, his sense of humor, his 
deep caring for all he shepherds 
from the tiniest little baby, the 
youth who are our future Church, 
to elderly and everyone in between 
.... Everyone is a friend to him and 
he is the first to minister to them no 
matter the time or place.” 

When asked what sort of 
personal things she has learned 
about the bishop during his time 
there, Stitham said he likes cream 
in his coffee, the symphony and to 
bake. “His pies are out of this world, 
and he loves to entertain and host 
dinners at his home.” 

He likes dogs, although is never 
home enough to have one of his own, 
Stitham said. She added that the 
bishop’s first trip to Tucson seemed 
to go very well. “Everyone was most 
welcoming to him, and within a short 
time it will become ‘home’ to him. 
Our loss is definitely your gain.” 

She added: “I will miss his ‘Good 
morning’ welcome, his positive 
attitude and the private Masses he 
offers in his home chapel.” 

“You are gaining a very precious gem 
for the Diocese of Tucson,” she said.

BY MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

For 19 teens from St. Patrick’s in 
Bisbee and St. Thomas the Apostle, 
Tucson, attending the National 
Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis Nov. 16-18, the event 
gave them a new view of the Church.

“They saw the church in a whole 
different perspective. They were 
awed by the size of it,” said Deacon 
Ed Sheffer, part of a delegation from 
St. Thomas.  “They saw people alive 
for their faith.”

Besides experiencing more 
than 20,000 Catholic youths from 
dioceses throughout the US, they 
also spent time with their new 
spiritual leader, Bishop Edward J. 
Weisenburger. 

Bishop Weisenburger was 
appointed Oct. 3 as the seventh 
Bishop of Tucson and invited the 
Arizona delegation to join a larger 
group attending from his current 
diocese in Salina, Kansas. 

Deacon Sheffer said the Tucson 
teens appreciated being welcomed 
by their Midwest counterparts, 
especially because none of the 
Arizonans had previously attended 
NCYC.  

Bishop Weisenburger was 

especially gracious, the deacon said. 
He spent time and blessed each 
Arizona delegate following an 11 
p.m. Mass one evening. “He hung 
around for 45 minutes afterwards.”

The Arizona teens were so 
energized by the event that they all 

want to go back. 
“They heard incredible speakers 

and attended first-rate workshops,” 
Deacon Sheffer said. 

The most powerful parts of the 
trip were Saturday’s closing Mass 
and the eucharistic adoration 
the night before. The teens were 
impressed to see hundreds of priests 
process into the Mass and “having 
them high-five you as they processed 
out.”

At adoration, it was amazing to see 
the same youths who were dancing 
and singing throughout the event sit 
and kneel in silence in the presence 
of Christ in the monstrance. “It was 
incredible to watch.”

Deacon Sheffer was joined by 
Deacon Tony Underwood of St. 
Patrick’s in assisting the bishop at 
the group Mass. Deacon Sheffer 
said his impression of Bishop 
Weisenburger was that he was “very 
relatable” and “he’s got a great sense 
of humor.” 

Bishop’s secretary delayed retirement, and is glad she did

Local youths experience dynamic NCYC with new bishop 

Outlook photo courtesy of The Register

Bishop Weisenburger and Clara Stitham

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Joe Perdreauville

Members of the National Catholic Youth Conference delegation from the Diocese of 
Tucson pose here with Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger following a late night Mass 
celebrated at the event.
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Charting the course for V Encuentro

New logo on fire for healthcare network

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Officials at Carondelet Health Network held a series of press conferences around the 
state Nov. 1 to unveil its new logo, depicting a flame inside a pair of folded hands. 
At St. Mary Hospital in Tucson, diocesan Moderator of the Curia Msgr. Jeremiah 
McCarthy (above, right) praised the image and blessed the site, and civic and 
hospital officials noted the role the hospital plays in ensuring the health of the local 
community. Among those speaking were hospital CEO Amy Beiter (above) and 
Tucson Vice Mayor Regina Romero (right).

Representatives from dozens of parishes throughout the Diocese gathered at the 
Tucson Convention Center Oct. 28 to provide input for the diocesan report on V 
Encuentro, a national discussion on the role of Hispanics in the Church, after lengthy 
solicitation and discussion between parish Anglo and Hispanic leaders. The report 
coming out of the diocesan session will be forwarded to a regional meeting in Phoenix 

in February. At the October gathering, diocesan Hispanic Ministry coordinator 
Dominican Sister Gladys Echenique (left) led participants through a series of talks 
and discussions aimed at creating diocesan goals. Among those reporting from table 
discussions were David Torres (right) from Santa Monica Parish, Tucson.

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown
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Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas presided Nov. 18 over the transferal 
of remains uncovered from various locations to Holy Hope 
Cemetery. The effort was led by Los Decendientes del Presidio 
de Tucson, and among the remains are believed to be those of 
Lt. Col. Jose Maria Martinez, commander of the Tucson Presidio 
from 1836-38. After some DNA testing, those results were not 
conclusively determined.

Raul Ramirez, president of Los Decendientes, said that 
remains included those from various locations, including the 
Arizona State Museum. They were all determined to be Catholic 
because of the location of their burial.

Upon his appointment to the Presidio, Martinez signed a 
peace treaty between the Pinal Apaches and Mexican troops 
that helped reduce hostilities between the two.

Martinez also offered a bounty to the Gila River Pima Indians 
for military attacks on non-Pinal Apaches. After retiring from 
military service, he was given land in Tubac. He eventually 
added land near San Xavier Mission.

After the Gadsden Purchase, he was given custody of the 
mission church and another at Tumacacori. He died in 1968 
from injuries he sustained after being attacked by Apaches.

Also interred were the unidentified remains of two infants, 
four children, nine young adults and 10 other adults. The 
transferal and marker were paid from a grant from the Tohono 
O’odham nation.

This is the second time the bishop presided of the transferal 
of the remains predating Arizona’s statehood. In 2009, a similar 
event featured the transfer of remains to All Faiths Cemetery.

Pastoral Center 
holiday schedule

The Diocesan Pastoral Center, located at 
64 E. Broadway in Tucson, will be closed 
on Friday, Dec. 8 for the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, and Monday, Dec. 
25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26, for the Christmas 
holidays.

It will also be closed on Monday, Jan. 
1 and Tuesday, Jan. 2, for the New Year’s 
holidays. 

The Catholic Outlook will be following 
a new publishing schedule beginning with 
the January edition. The deadline for all 
submissions will be on the 10th of each 
month, or the first workday following the 
10th, if that date falls on a weekend. 

Items for “In Your Area” should be 
submitted no later than 45 days in advance 
of the event.

The Southwest Liturgical Conference Study 
Week will be held Jan. 16-19, 2018, at Little 
America Hotel and Resort, 2800 W Lincolnway, 
Cheyenne, Wy. 

The theme of the event is “Awaken the Voice: 
Sing as One to the Lord” and will feature 70 
sessions together with four keynote speakers: 
Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, and worship and 
liturgy experts Steven R. Janco, ValLimar Jansen 
and Carmen Florez-Mansi.  

There will also be a concert by composer-
musician Marty Haugen. 

The 2018 Study Week is a designed to benefit 
those in all areas of church ministry, clergy and 
lay people and those wishing to get involved in 
church ministry.

Among the small sessions scheduled are a 
series focusing on Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults presented by Team RCIA/Nick Wagner 
and Diana Macalintal; “We Gather in Love:  
Music to Enliven the Liturgy” presented by John 
Angotti; A Mass to Mission series with such titles 
as “From Mass to Mission, Session II:  Liturgical 
Catechesis that Forms Disciples” presented by 
Michael Ruzicki; “Solemn Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament:  How to do it Worthily and 
Well” presented by Dr. Patricia J. Hughes; and 
“Passing on Faith and Tradition:  Talking to 
Your Kids about Jesus” presented by Danielle 

Muñeton.  The full listing with brief descriptions 
of each session is available at swlc.org.

The Study Week includes many special 
offerings.  A break out all day session is being 
offered just for clergy, led by Bishop Seitz.  That 
same day also offers a program for Hispanic 
Pastoral Musicians featuring Rodolfo (Rudy) 
López. Exhibitors can participate in Pecha 
Kucha during lunchtime, and music vendors will 
showcase new music during the lunch breaks. 
Daily Mass will be offered, and there will be an 
opportunity to experience Taize prayer.

SWLC is an organization dedicated to 
providing opportunities to benefit people 
involved in all areas of the liturgy. Comprised of 
28 dioceses in an eight-state region, it annually 
provides a study week for the enrichment of 
participants.  

More information is available at swlc.org.  
Registration is available online through swlc.org 
or directly at visitcheyenne.regfox.com/swlc-2018.

Early registration runs through Dec. 15; cost 
for the entire study week is $135. After that, the 
fee increases to $200. Attendance is limited, early 
registration is highly encouraged. 

Exhibit booths and advertisement space 
in the program are still available.  Interested 
vendors may contact (307) 682-3319 for more 
information.

Liturgical conference set for January in Wyoming

Bishop Kicanas presides over transferal of remains

Catholic Outlook photos courtesy of Raul Ramirez

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas offers 
prayers Nov. 18 at Holy Hope 
Cemetery in Tucson during the 
transferal of remains found 
during from a downtown 
excavation. Among those are 
believed to be Lt. Col. Jose Maria 
Martinez. Men in period uniforms 
attended the gravesite and a 
mariachi band played.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

For Augusto Gomez Jr., having 
his mother Guadalupe finally laid 
to rest in holy ground gives him 
a place to visit her whenever he 
wants. 

Guadalupe Gomez cremains 
were among the almost two 
dozen Catholics placed in a crypt 
at the invitation of the diocesan 
Catholic Cemeteries office, which 
earlier this year offered to provide 
interment at no cost for those who 
could not afford it. 

Augusto said that his family 
could not afford burial for the 
ashes of his mother who died on 
Nov. 5, 2013, so since her death 
they resided in the Tucson home 
of an older sister. Whenever he 
wanted to pay respects, Augusto, 
who lives in Phoenix, would have 
to make sure his sister was home 
and available.

“That made it hard because it 

meant we were still dealing with 
our grief,” he said following the 
committal service at Holy Hope 
Cemetery Oct. 20.

He said he was also grateful 
because he knows his mother’s 
earthly remains will be guaranteed 
intact inside the sealed marble 
crypt. “This is a good thing because 
now she stays whole.”

Hali, Augusto’s wife, said that the 
burial will have a positive impact 
on their children, who had a strong 
bond with their grandmother. Hali 
said that EJ, 15, was Guadalupe’s 
first grandson, and Aztlin, 11, was 
the first granddaughter. 

Aztlin attended the committal 
service, but was too sad to talk 
about what it meant to have her 
grandmother in consecrated 
ground, or her favorite memory.

Hali, the mom, gave her daughter 
a hug and said, “her happiest 
memories of her grandmother was 
of her cooking.”

Announcements from the Tribunal 
Office for the Diocese of Tucson

Case Name: SALDIVAR-RUIZ; Case Number: 2016-0314M (Diocese 
of Tucson, Arizona) notice of Annulment Proceeding. Luis F. Ruiz 
is hereby notified that Patricia A. Lara has filed a petition for a 
declaration of nullity of the marriage contracted by both of you. Please 
contact the Office of the Tribunal within one month of the date of 
publication. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of Luis F. Ruiz is 
asked to inform the Office of the Tribunal of the Diocese of Tucson as 
soon as possible at 520-838-2514. 

Case Name: MANZO-HEGGIE; Case Number: 2016-0285M (Diocese 
of Tucson, Arizona) notice of Annulment Proceeding. Jennifer M. 
Heggie is hereby notified that Matthew E. Manzo has filed a petition 
for a declaration of nullity of the marriage contracted by both of you. 
Please contact the Office of the Tribunal within one month of the date 
of publication. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of Jennifer M. 
Heggie is asked to inform the Office of the Tribunal of the Diocese of 
Tucson as soon as possible at 520-838-2514. 

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown and Sister Lois Paha

Augusto Gomez Jr. and his family attend a committal service for the remains of his 
mother, Guadalupe, held at Holy Hope Cemetery in Tucson Oct. 20. The service was 
the result of a program offered by the diocesan Catholic Cemeteries Office, which 
provided niches in a converted crypt to accept the cremated remains of loved ones 
from families who could not afford to have them committed at the time of their 
deaths. At right is a list of the remains and a view of the crypt.

Family finds peace after grandmother’s remains placed in hallowed space
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For Catholics and Lutherans in 
Southern Arizona, it was an accord 
500 years in the making.

On Oct. 31, 1517, Augustinian 
monk Martin Luther posted his 
historic “95 Theses” to the door 
of the church at Wittenberg, 
Germany. He protested, 
among other things, the sale of 
indulgences by Catholic leaders. 

The brazen act led to a 
splintering of the church and 
the birth of the Protestant 
Reformation. 

On Oct. 20 at the Bishop Moreno 
Pastoral Center in Tucson, Bishop 
Gerald F. Kicanas, bishop emeritus, 
and Bishop Lowell Almen, of 
the Grand Canyon Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, signed a joint statement 
“Lutherans and Catholics: For the 
Healing of Memories.”

Dated for Oct. 31, the Tucson 
statement read “we publically 
declare that we are committed 
to the work of Christ for the 
sake of the whole world. We are 
convinced that - under the blessing 
of God’s Spirit – we will continue 
to discover together profound 
paths to reconciliation, mutual 
respect and care for the neighbor. 
We commit to this work in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”

While the two bishops were 
co-signers of the joint statement, 
other local religious leaders read 
the individual paragraphs: Pastor 
Jeff Kallevig of Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church, Loretta Tracy 
of the Pima County Interfaith 
Council, Msgr. Jeremiah McCarthy 
of the Diocese and Pastor John 
Lillie of the Lutheran Church of 
the Foothills.

On Sept. 27, Pope Francis began 
an international campaign called 
“Share the Journey,” aimed at 
accompanying refugees and migrants 
on their way 
to new lives 
and to build 
stronger and 
more inclusive 
communities. The 
Catholic Outlook 
interviewed 
three recent 
refugees receiving help from Catholic 
Community Services. This is the 
second of the three interviews.

This is the story of Tanka Gurung. 
CCS’ Fadi Iskandar facilitated 
the translation through an online 
service going from Nepali to English. 
Iskandar explained that Gurung, 
at age 60, is among senior refugees 
the agency serves to accommodate 
special needs because of their 
advanced age. She is required to 
apply for citizenship in 2018.

Where are you from originally?
I was born in Bhutan, but moved 

to Nepal when I was 35 years old. 
We left Bhutan because there was 
unrest. We left everything behind, 
my home, everything. We were not 

happy to leave Bhutan.
How long were you in Nepal 

and why did you leave?
I lived there for 20 years. The 

US government had a plan so 
that’s why we came here. I don’t 
remember what year we came here. 

Where did you first settle?
I came to Ohio and I started 

working in a company and I didn’t 
know any English. I worked there 
around eight months. Then, I didn’t 
work for a month and worked in 
another company. They paid $7 an 
hour and after three weeks, they 
paid $8.25 an hour. Then a friend 
of mine told me about another 
company. She said, “You might feel 
cold inside, but they pay a little 
higher.”

I worked there for a long time, 
but because of the cold, it got 
complicated and I got sick. I could 
not work for 14 months.

I moved here almost a year ago 
and these days, I am getting better, 
but I have not worked for a long 
time.

Why Tucson?
Where I was in Ohio was cold, 

and my brother, who lives here, 
said it was warm here and it would 

be better for my sickness. That’s 
why I came here, and I am feeling 
good. 

Do you have family here?

I have a brother here, and my 
sister-in-law and my mom, and my 
brother has two sons. All six of us 
live together. 

What goal do you have for 
yourself here?

I am frustrated by my sickness 
because I am the kind of person 
who wants to work. I don’t want to 
be at home. If I go to work, I can 
interact with people. I can meet 
friends. I can pass my time. It’s 
really fun for me to go to work. I 

want to do that in the days to come. 
Because I was sick, what I am 

going to do? I really don’t know. 
These days I am not working. I am 

feeling alone. I am sick, but if I get 
well, and I can work, I would go 
back to where I was in Ohio and 
work again.

What would you want people to 
know about you?

I believe that even in difficult 
situations, people should do 
good. If you see someone like me 
struggling, either with sickness or 
loneliness, know that I am trying to 
move on.

Catholic, Lutheran bishops sign joint statement ‘For the Healing of Memories’

Share the Journey with Tanka Gurung 

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Bishop Lowell G. Almen of the Grand Canyon Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, administrator for the Diocese 
of Tucson, discuss the statement they were about to sign Oct. 20 at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center on the 500th anniversary of the birth of the Reformation. The 
document recommits leaders of both churches to continue ecumenical “dialogue 
in seeking deepened mutual understanding,” and healing of memories as called 
for by Pope John Paul II and carried forward by Pope Francis.
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Leaders of the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
announced Sept. 7 the contract 
for sale of their convent, located 
at 800 N. Country Club Rd., other 
buildings and property to local 
developer Russ Rulney.

Terms of the sale were not 
disclosed.

“Over the last 82 years 
there have been a total of 172 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration who have lived 
in our Tucson monastery,” 
said Benedictine Sister Joan 
Ridley. “Each one of them has 

prayed for the people of the 
Diocese; each one of them has 
received so many blessings from 
the people and priests. We are 
very sad to have to leave, but it is 
necessary.”

“Our plans are to join with our 
sisters at our founding monastery 
in Clyde, Mo., and together to be 
open to what the Holy Spirit may 
be asking of us as a smaller and an 
older congregation in the Church 
today. We live in trust and in faith, 
knowing that God will lead us 
where we need to go.”

Nobel-prizing winning author Toni Morrison, 
assessing the times, asks this question: “Why 
should we want to know a stranger when it is 
easier to estrange another? Why should we want 
to close the distance when we can close the gate?” 

These aren’t questions; they are judgments.
It’s a negative judgment on our society and our 

churches. Where are our hearts? Are we trying 
more to close the distance between us and what’s 
foreign, or are we into closing gates to keep 
strangers estranged?

In fairness, it might be pointed out that this has 
always been a struggle. There hasn’t been a golden 
age within which people wholeheartedly welcomed 
the stranger. There have been golden individuals 
and even golden communities who were welcoming, 
but never society nor church as a whole.

This issue is so front and center in our politics 
today, as countries everywhere struggle with their 
immigration policies and with what to do with 
millions of refugees and migrants wanting to enter 
their country. I accept Morrison’s challenge, to 
close the distance rather than close the gate, to our 
churches: Are we inviting in the stranger, or are 
we content to let the estranged remain outside?

There is a challenging theme within Jesus’ 
parable of the over-generous vineyard owner 
which can easily be missed because of the 
overall lesson within the story.  It concerns the 
question that the vineyard owner asks the last 
group of workers, those who will work for only 
one hour. Unlike the first group, he doesn’t ask 
them: “Do you want to work in my vineyard?” 
Rather he asks them: “Why aren’t you working?” 
Their answer: “Because no one has hired us!” 
Notice they don’t answer by saying that their 
non-employment is because they are lazy, 
incompetent or disinterested. Neither does the 
vineyard owner’s question imply that. They 

aren’t working simply because no one has given 
them the opportunity to work.

Sadly, I believe this is the case for so many 
people who are seemingly cold or indifferent 
to religion and our churches. Nobody has 
invited them. That was true at the time of 
Jesus too. Whole groups of people were seen 
as being indifferent and hostile to religion and 
were deemed simply as sinners. This included 
prostitutes, tax collectors, foreigners and 
criminals. Jesus invited them in and many of 
them responded with a sincerity, contrition and 
devotion that shamed those who considered 
themselves true believers.  For the so-called 
sinners, all that stood between them and entry 
into the kingdom was a genuine invitation. 

Why aren’t you practicing a faith? No one has 
invited us. 

Just in my own, admittedly limited, pastoral 
experience, I have seen a number of individuals 
who from childhood to early or late mid-life 
were indifferent to, and even somewhat paranoid 
about, religion and church. It was a world from 
which they had always felt excluded. However, 
thanks to some gracious person or fortunate 
circumstance, at a moment, they felt invited 
in and they gave themselves over to their new 
religious family with a disarming warmth, fervor 
and gratitude, often taking a fierce pride in their 
new identity.  Witnessing this several times, 
I now understand why the prostitutes and tax 
collectors, more than the church people at the 
time, believed in Jesus. He was the first religious 
person to truly invite them.

Sadly, too, a reverse side to this is where, all 
too often, in all religious sincerity, we not only 
don’t invite certain others, we positively close 
the gates on them. We see that, for example, a 
number of times in the Gospels where those 
around Jesus block others from having access 
to him, as is the case in that rather colorful 
story where some people are trying to bring a 
paralytic to Jesus but are blocked by the crowds 
surrounding him and consequently have to make 
a hole in the roof in order to lower the paralytic 
into Jesus’ presence.  

Too frequently - unknowingly, sincerely, 
but blindly - we are that crowd around Jesus, 
blocking access to him by our presence. This is an 
occupational danger especially for all of us who are 
in ministry. We so easily - in all sincerity, in the 
name of Christ, in the name of orthodox theology, 
and in the name of sound pastoral practice - set 
ourselves up as gatekeepers, as guardians of our 
churches, through whom others must pass to 
have access to God. We need to more clearly 
remember that Christ is the gatekeeper, the only 
gatekeeper, and we need to refresh ourselves on 
what that means by looking at why Jesus chased the 
moneychangers out of the temple in John’s Gospel. 
The moneychangers had set themselves up as a 
medium through which people had to pass to offer 
worship to God. Jesus would have none of it.

Our mission as disciples of Jesus is not to be 
gatekeepers. We need instead to work at closing 
the distance rather than closing the gate.

-
Oblate of Mary Immaculate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher and award-winning author, is 
president of the Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio, Texas. He can be contacted through his 
website ronrolheiser.com. 

Close the distance not the gate
ABOUT THE FAITH

Father Ron Rolheiser

Sale announced of Tucson Benedictine convent 
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Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

Con la homilía de la Misa de 
investidura como punto de partida 
para su episcopado, el Obispo 
Edward J. Weisenburger, séptimo 
obispo de Tucson, utilizó la lectura 
del Evangelio sobre el llamado de 
Jesús a sus discípulos a ser amigos, 
no esclavos, como presentación de 
su plan de acción ministerial.

Seamos amigos de todos, porque 
sin duda es así que el amor se 
extiende, el Reino se construye, y la 
gran Diócesis de Tucson entrará en su 
próxima era. Hermanos y hermanas, 
demos comienzo a nuestra amistad», 
dijo el obispo.

La investidura fue el último paso 
en la transferencia de liderazgo 
que comenzó el 3 de octubre con 
el anuncio del Papa Francisco de 
que había aceptado la renuncia 
del Obispo Gerald F. Kicanas y 
designado como sucesor al Obispo 
Weisenburger, quien fungía como 
11.o obispo de la Diócesis de Salina, 
Kansas. El Obispo Kicanas sirvió a la 
Diócesis de Tucson durante 16 años, 

primero como obispo adjunto del 
Obispo Manuel Moreno, y luego en 
calidad de sexto obispo de Tucson.

Durante sus años de servicio, el 
Obispo Kicanas fue defensor de las 
causas de los pobres y los inmigrantes, 
colaboró con líderes religiosos y 
cívicos, y llegó a granjearse el respeto 
y el amor de los católicos del sur de 
Arizona. Ese amor se hizo sentir en 
la Catedral de San Agustín el 29 de 
noviembre una y otra vez en el cálido 
aplauso de la comunidad, que incluso 
se puso de pie para ovacionarlo por 
un minuto durante la homilía del 
Obispo Weisenburger.

No puedo dejar pasar esta 
oportunidad, que podría ser la 
última vez en este recinto y en el 
marco de este acto, sin agradecer a 
este magnífico pastor que durante 
16 años dedicó su vida de lleno a 
la misión inscrita en los Evangelios 
sacrificándose con amor por 
nosotros; y así ofrezco al Obispo 
Kicanas mi agradecimiento personal 
y, una vez más, el de nuestro 
pueblo de Tucson», dijo el Obispo 
Weisenburger seguido del aplauso 

de todos los presentes.
Ése era el día de presentación del 

Obispo Weisenburger, y él, en su 
homilía, usando como ejemplo las 
bienaventuranzas, sentó las bases 
para continuar la labor pastoral 
sobre el legado de su predecesor 
abriendo los brazos a los pobres, y 
acompañando a aquellos a quienes la 
sociedad ha marginalizado. 

Jesús quiso que Su mensaje diera 
paso a un cambio radical, dijo el 
obispo. “No son los ricos, los sanos, 
los felices y los favoritos quienes han 
sido elegidos por Él. Son los pobres, 
los que sufren, los olvidados y los 
humildes –no humildes por elección, 
sino por necesidad. Así, Jesús cambió 
la narrativa y eso le trajo muchos 
problemas.

Hasta que nosotros comencemos 
a darle la vuelta a todo en nuestra 
mente, lo miremos desde una 
perspectiva diferente, y aceptemos 
de corazón al mundo como Él lo hizo, 
a su manera, no creo que podamos 
realmente llamarnos amigos suyos.

El obispo luego se concentró en 
dos elementos de las Escrituras: en 
que Jesús nos eligió, y en que nos 
eligió como amigos. 

“Considerando todas las grandes 
religiones del mundo, y teniendo 
en cuenta que en todas ellas hay 
alguna verdad, casi siempre nos 
encontramos con una lucha cuesta 
arriba, literal o figurada, de la 
humanidad para encontrar a Dios. 
En esa lucha, es nuestra la energía, 
nuestro el esfuerzo, para encontrar a 
Dios», dijo el obispo. “Jesús dio vuelta 
todo eso. Él dijo no, no es así, es Dios 
en Mí, y con amor perfecto, quien 

los ha estado buscando a ustedes, 
persiguiéndolos desde siempre». 

El Obispo Weisenburger dijo que 
los esclavos actúan motivados por el 
temor, y que los sirvientes lo hacen 
motivados por un salario. Jesús, dijo 
el obispo, usa “palabras afectuosas” 
para describir Su relación con la 
humanidad. 

“Sólo un buen amigo se levanta en 
medio de la noche para ayudar a un 
amigo necesitado. Una persona hace 
lo que sea necesario por un amigo 
porque la motivación de los amigos 
es el amor, dijo el obispo.

Al asumir esta nueva función, 
mi deseo es que sea en esencia una 
amistad santa con todos», añadió. 
«Esta celebración de hoy, este día, 
no es en realidad mi día. Es una 
celebración de la Iglesia, y más que 
nada de lo que ustedes y yo juntos 
seremos para la Iglesia y para el 
mundo.

El Obispo Weisenburger demostró 
humildad y buen humor durante su 
homilía, presentada inicialmente 
en español y seguida del inglés. 
El obispo, quien estudió español 
cuando era seminarista pero se ha 
disculpado por su manejo de ese 
idioma, dijo: Un experto en español 
preparó una traducción hermosa 
y absolutamente impecable de mi 
homilía, pero Mons. (Raúl) Treviso, 
quien está a cargo del Ministerio 
Hispano, me instó a descartarla.

Él me dijo: “La verdad, nadie se 
va a fijar si usted comete errores”. 
Y mi experiencia me dice que eso 
es cierto, así que tengan paciencia 
conmigo, ya sea que hablen inglés o 
español, por unos momentos.

Obispo Weisenburger: Hoy comienza nuestra amistad

La Diócesis de Tucson esta bendecida en tener a 17 hombres 
estudiando para el sacerdocio. En tiempos donde la disponibilidad 
de préstamos y becas para ayudarlos en su educación esta 
desapareciendo, la Diócesis se comprometió a ofrecer a nuestros 
futuros sacerdotes los mejores programas de formación y experiencias 
para preparar a unos líderes sobresalientes para nuestras paroquias. 
Tu generosa contribución ayudara a lograr los retos financieros de este 
compromiso. Se lo más generoso que puedas para ayudar a la colecta 
de Educación para Seminarios este Dec. 9-10

En Apoyo por la Educación 
de Nuestros Seminaristas

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its 

actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

PEREGRINACIÓN CARISMÁTICA
El  Padre  Marco  A.  Basu l to  te  inv i ta  a 

Lisbóa,  Santarém,  Fát ima,  Sant iago de Composte la , 
Burgos,  Zaragoza y  Lourdes ($3 ,999)  con una extensión 

opcional  de  3  d ías  a  Medjugor ie  ($799) . 

Todo inc lu ido  excepto  t ips  a l  cho fér  y  a l  gu ia .  Sa l imos de 
Tucson.   De Jun io  18  has ta  Ju l io  10  2018. 

Favor  de  contac tar  a l 
Diácono Mar io  Aguirre ,  (520)  272-2329.
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BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN 
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — At the start of their 
annual fall assembly in Baltimore Nov. 
13, US Catholic bishops faced some 
big issues - immigration and racism - 
straight on and zeroed in on how to 
raise the national level of discussion on 
these topics starting in the pews.

They acknowledged the current 
polarization in the country and divides 
within the Catholic Church and stressed 
their responsibility as Church leaders to 
promote immigration reform, educate 
parishioners on justice issues and listen 
to those affected by “sins of racism.”

On immigration, Bishop Joe S. 
Vasquez of Austin, Texas, chairman of 
the Committee on Migration of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, said 
there needs to be a “path to legalization 
and citizenship for the millions of 
our unauthorized brothers and sisters 
who are law-abiding, tax-paying and 
contributing to our society.”

The bishops responded with 
applause and an agreement by voice 
vote to issue a statement calling for 
comprehensive immigration reform.

The bishops were keenly aware that 
their defense of immigrants was not 
necessarily the view of the US Church 
at large. Chicago Cardinal Blase J. 
Cupich spoke of dangers of Catholics 
falling prey to and believing “poisoning 
rhetoric” about immigrants that 
demonizes them.

“There’s something wrong in 
our churches, where the Gospel is 
proclaimed, and yet people leave 
our worship services, our Masses 
on weekends, with that rhetoric still 
echoing in their hearts,” he said.

Several bishops also brought up 
the notion of prudential judgment - 
referring to the stance that Catholics 
could take a position on immigration 
that differs from the bishops - 
because it is not a specific matter of 
Church teaching.

The bishops who spoke from the 
floor didn’t buy that argument, and said 
Catholics can’t use it to push aside the 

need to care for immigrants. 
Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of 

Miami said the bishops’ defense of 
immigrants, as brothers and sisters, 
not problems, is not only right for 
immigrants but “for our society as a 
whole.”

“We can make America great, but 
you don’t make America great by 
making America mean,” he added, 
referring to a slogan of President 
Donald Trump without naming him.

On racism, Bishop George V. 
Murry of Youngstown, Ohio, head 
of the bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee 
Against Racism, said the Church must 
recognize “and frankly acknowledge” 
its failings. He said the issue has found 
a “troubling resurgence” in recent 
years, referring particularly to a white 
supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va., 
this year where he said racial hatred 
was “on full display.”

“Racism isn’t going to be conquered 
by speech but by actions,” said Atlanta 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, adding 
that this was a watershed moment 
where the Church could play a 
leadership role.

He spoke about discussions 
happening at diocesan and parish 
levels, and several bishops commented 
about them as well noting that these 
discussions are not easy, but so 
necessary to bring about healing.

Other key issues of the day where 
Church leaders are responding 
include health care, taxes and 
abortion, mentioned by Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-
Houston in his first address as 
USCCB president. He took office at 
the close of last year’s fall assembly.

“We are facing a time that seems 
more divided than ever,” Cardinal 
DiNardo said. “Divisions over 
health care, conscience protections, 
immigration and refugees, abortion, 
physician-assisted suicide, gender 
ideologies, the meaning of marriage 
and all the other headlines continue to 
be hotly debated. Our role continues to 
be witnessing the Gospel.”

He explained that the National 
Catholic War Council, created by the 
US bishops in 1917 in response to the 
world refugee crisis that emerged from 
World War I and the forerunner to the 

USCCB, was formed to address great 
national and international needs at a 
time not unlike today.

The cardinal emphasized other 
modern challenges such as recent 
natural disasters and mass shootings.

The problems of the day should 
not overwhelm Church leaders who 
should recognize signs of new hope 
in the Church, mentioned by the 
papal nuncio, Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, who addressed the bishops 
at the start of the meeting and 
encouraged them to make time for 
prayer amid “burdens of the office.”

He told them to be adventurous in 
the “new frontier of faith” and to make 
a strong effort to accompany young 
people who often question their faith.

The bishops also heard from the 
Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, at a Nov. 12 Mass where 
he was the main celebrant and the 
homilist, and at a dinner celebrating the 
USCCB’s 100th anniversary.

The cardinal told the US bishops that 
the Church needs them today to “bring 
not only material assistance but also 
the spiritual balm of healing, comfort 
and hope to new waves of migrants 
and refugees who come knocking on 
America’s door.”

He also urged them to follow the 
pope’s call to accompany the modern 
Church.

Prior to the Mass at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a few 
protesters held placards or placed them 
on the sidewalk, calling on the US 
bishops to embrace pacifism.

In the lobby of the hotel where the 
bishops were meeting, a protester 
sought dialogue with Church leaders 
to urge them to offer sanctuary to 
immigrants facing deportation, and 
another voiced displeasure with 
Church leaders he said support war.

The second public day of meetings 
did not tackle major societal issues 
but examined ways the bishops can 
continue to uphold the Catholic faith.

US bishops tackle immigration, racism at fall assembly
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Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami speaks Nov. 14 during the fall general 
assembly of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. Seated to his left is 
Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger.






