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V Encuentro: 
Llega a parroquias 

de la Diócesis 
— ver página 18

Cardinal Joseph Tobin, advocate of many of Pope 
Francis’ ideals, to speak to public April 3 — see page 7

Parishes use Son-shine power 
in care of Creation — see page 10
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Download Brochure & Registration 
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Kicanas

Or contact Sister Lois Paha, OP  
(520) 838-2545  / lpaha@diocesetucson.org

12 Days: Oct. 29 - Nov. 9, 2017

Under the Spiritual Direction of
Most Rev. Gerald Kicanas 
Bishop of Tucson

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus

Only $3,699 from Phoenix (PHX) 
Plus $700 in airport taxes, security fees, 

current fuel surcharges, and $175 in tips.

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its 
actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

Considering Cremation?
Do you know our Church’s teaching?

 We do!
Call us for information

Sacred places of prayer and remembrance

Oracle Rd. at Prince

520.888.0860
Old Spanish Trail at Houghton

520.885.9173

A ministry of the Diocese of Tucson

By ANN DICKSON
Chairwoman, Gala Planning Committee

The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Tucson will recognize 
Patronato San Xavier and the 
Norville family at the 36th Annual 
Cornerstone Gala, to be held at the 
Marriott Starr-Pass, Friday, May 5.

Patronato San Xavier is a 
nonsectarian, nonprofit organization 
founded in 1978 by southern 
Arizona community leaders. 
The Patronato serves to promote 
the restoration, maintenance 
and preservation of Mission San 
Xavier del Bac, a National Historic 
Landmark and the oldest parish 
in the Diocese of Tucson. The 
National Trust honored Patronato in 
1998 with a National Preservation 
Award for its exterior and interior 
restoration work.

The Patronato began Christmas 
concerts at the mission in 1996 
and added spring concerts in 2009. 
The concerts are a major source of 
funding for restoration efforts and 
showcase a Catholic and Arizona 

treasure. Since 1978, the Patronato 
has raised more than $11 million. 
The Patronato began The White 
Dove Campaign in 2013 to raise 
$3 million for extensive repair of 
the east tower of the mission. The 
mission was named to the World 
Monuments Fund’s 2016 World 
Monuments Watch.

The Catholic Foundation 
awarded a grant in 2016 for partial 
funding of the restoration of the 
Immaculate Conception statue, and 
a grant this year for partial funding 
of stabilization and repairs in the 
sanctuary. These grants were made 
possible through the Annual Catholic 
Appeal.

In honoring the Norville 
family, the Catholic Foundation 
acknowledges the family’s long 
history of support to the foundation 
and the Diocese. The Norville 
family is known across the city 
of Tucson and beyond. Allan and 
Alfie, daughters Patti and Cher, 
and sons Mike and Jim came to 
Tucson more than 50 years ago. 

Allan is a developer, downtown 
business owner and manager of 
Nor-Generations. He developed 
properties in Tucson and in Alaska. 
He and wife Alfie founded the Gem 
and Jewelry Exchange gem show 
in Tucson. The family has been 
recognized for its philanthropy by 
the Stephen M. Gootter Foundation, 
Catholic Community Services and 
the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. The Norvilles were 
instrumental in establishing the Alan 
and Alfie Norville Endowed Chair at 
the Sarver Heart Center’s Molecular 
Cardiovascular Research Program.

Allan has served as a member of 
the Loyola University Chicago Board 
of Trustees. 

A former star basketball player, 
Allan has been committed to student 
athletes. The Norville Center for 
Intercollegiate Athletics at Loyola is 
named in honor of the family. 

Allan was involved in the early 
days of the Catholic Foundation and 
served three terms as president of 
the board of directors (1985-87). 

He has been named an honorary 
member on the foundation board, is 
a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish, Tucson, and the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulcher of 
Jerusalem.

The gala will feature Jesuit Father 
Chris Corbally from the Vatican 
Observatory; Franciscan Father 
Martin Ibarra, provincial vicar 
for the Franciscans’ St. Barbara 
Province; and Father John Arnold, 
pastor of St. Mark Church, Oro 
Valley. Each will briefly speak on 
the theme “Building a Living Church 
– Across the Years.” “Big Al” Allen 
Kath and Pat Parris of KGUN-9 will 
emcee the event. Carlos Zapien, 
music director at St. Augustine 
Cathedral, and the diocesan chorale 
will provide musical interludes.

—
Tickets for the 36th Annual Cornerstone 
Gala are available online at cathfnd.org/
cornerstonegala2017 or by calling Teresa 
Moreno at (520) 838-2525. The cost is 
$220. Deadline for purchasing tickets is 
April 14. 

Catholic Foundation taps Norville family, Patronato
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Bishop Kicanas’ Mass of Celebration
Tuesday, April 25, 4 p.m., St. Augustine Cathedral,  

192 E. Stone Ave.
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas will be the main 

celebrant at a Mass in his honor marking his 50th 
anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.

Vocations song contestants compete in Tucson
Saturday, April 22, 6 p.m., St. Cyril Church,  

4725 E. Pima St.
The diocesan Vocations Office is hosting a singing 

competition for members of church, school or youth 
group choirs to perform an original song reflecting 
on the way people respond to God’s call to a vocation 
and religious life. First, second and third place 
winners will perform their numbers at the Vocations 
Concert this summer. The winner will also be the 
official song at Vocations events and the theme for 
a Vocations video. More information is available at 
diocesetucson.org/vocations/vocational-song-contest.html.

COCHISE VICARIATE

St. Patrick’s hosts Bible Care Group
Wednesdays, 6 p.m., St. Patrick Rectory,  

100 Quality Hill, Bisbee
The parish Bible Care Group meets each week 

and is facilitated by Sandra Bernal. For more 
information, call the parish at (520) 432-5753 or 
email stpatricks@cableone.net.

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE

Most Holy Trinity plans rummage sale
Friday - Saturday, May 19 - 20,  

Most Holy Trinity Church, 1300 N. Greasewood Rd.
The parish is accepting gently used items for 

its annual post-Mother’s Day rummage sale, with 
storage of donated items currently available. To drop 
off items, call Yolanda (520) 623-7512 or Lois (703) 
298-2171.

Father Eli leads Sts. Peter and Paul mission
Monday - Wednesday, April 10 - 12,  

Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 1946 E. Lee St.
Dominican Father Jude Eli, host of Sky Angel 

Satellite TV’s “To Tell the World,” will be leading the 
parish mission following the 8:30 a.m. Masses each 
day. He will also be preaching and leading services at 
the church during Holy Week. For more information, 
call the parish at (520) 327-6015.

PIMA EAST VICARIATE

Corpus Christi continues food collection
Sunday, April 9, Corpus Christi Church,  

300 N. Tanque Verde Loop Rd.
Corpus Christi Parish encourages donations of 

canned and dried foods and toiletries for its monthly 
food drive. Donations go to senior shut-ins, homeless 
teens and families in need. Items can be placed in 
blue wheelbarrows located at the church before or 
after Mass. Items can also be dropped off at the parish 
office during the week. 

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

Santa Catalina hosts Book Bunch for women
Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m., Santa Catalina Church, 14380 

N. Oracle Rd., Ocotillo and Cholla rooms 
Santa Catalina’s Young Adult and Family Ministries 

is offering a women’s-only book discussion group. 
Members primarily will read various fiction genres, 
including an occasional non-fiction selection. 
Members are responsible for acquiring their copies. 
Light refreshments, provided by members, will be 
served. The April book discussion will be on “A 
Handmaid’s Tale” by Margaret Atwood. Members 
are asked to bring an appetizer or sweet treat to 
share. Beginning in May, the group will meet every 
second Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. For more 
information, please call Pilar at (520) 825-9611, x109 
or email YAF@santacatalinaparish.org. 

Dominican to lead St. Mark parish mission
Monday - Wednesday, April 10 - 12, beginning at 9 a.m. 

and 7 p.m., St. Mark Church, 2727 W. Tangerine Rd. 
Dominican Father Serge Propst, a faculty member 

at the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology 
in Berkeley, Calif., will lead the parish mission with 
the theme “A Week of Deepening our Intimacy and 
Knowledge of God, You and His Church.” He will 
also preach at Holy Thursday Mass and Good Friday 
services. For more information, call St. Mark’s at 
(520) 469-7835. 

Bilingual celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday, April 23, 1 p.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, 

8650 N. Shannon Rd.
The Feast of the Divine Mercy will be celebrated 

with a bilingual Mass, followed by the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. For 
more information, call Maryellen Reidy, (520) 742-
2571, or the parish, (520) 219-7616.

Divine Mercy Sunday celebrated at St. Mark’s
Sunday, April 23, 3 p.m., St Mark Church,  

2727 W Tangerine Rd.
The parish will conduct a 3 p.m. service consisting 

of a brief homily, exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, adoration, recitation of the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy and benediction.

St. Mark’s CDA sponsors Spring Tea
Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. - noon, St. Mark Church,  

2727 W. Tangerine Rd. 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas at St. 
Mark’s will host their Third Annual Spring Tea at 
the parish. Tickets are currently on sale. For more 
information, call the parish, (520) 469-7835, or email 
info@stmarkov.com.

Santa Catalina celebrates Cinco de Mayo
Saturday, May 6, 5 - 8 p.m., Santa Catalina Church, 

14380 N. Oracle Rd. 
All are welcome to a celebration that will include 

mariachis, folklorico dancers, a DJ and dancing. 
Food truck vendors include Drew’s Dogs, Doña 
Maria Street Eats, R and R BBQ and Bugaloo Soft 
Serve. Desserts include flan, mangonadas, chamoy 
candy apples and Mexican fruit cups. Cerveza and 
margaritas will be available for purchase. There will 
be games, activities and a piñata for the children. For 
more information, call (520) 825-9611.

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

St. John’s hosts Wellness Fair and  
Thunder Bolt Fun Run
Friday, April 28, 3 - 6 p.m.,  

St. John the Evangelist Catholic School, 600 W. Ajo Way
St. John Catholic School is partnering with the 

University of Arizona Nutrition Network, Pima 
County Health Department, The Garden Kitchen, 
Parent Aid, Community Food Bank of Arizona and 
others in hosting the University of Arizona Health 
and Wellness Fair and Thunder Bolt Fun Run. For 
more information, call the school, (520) 624-3865.

Cinco de ‘May-riachi’ set for St. John’s
Friday, May 5, 6 - 8 p.m.,  

St. John the Evangelist Catholic School, 600 W. Ajo Way
All are invited to attend a Cinco de “May-riachi” 

celebration featuring St. John’s mariachi and 
folklorico programs. Proceeds from the evening will 
benefit the campus renovation projects. For more 
information, call the school, (520) 624-3865.

PINAL WEST VICARIATE

St. Anthony Daughters to sell ‘Junk in Trunk’
Saturday, April 1, 7 a.m. - noon, St. Anthony of Padua 

Church, 201 N. Picacho St., Casa Grande
The Daughters of St. Anthony are sponsoring 

a “Junk in the Trunk” sale in the church parking 
lot. Spots are available but must be reserved. For 
information or to reserve a spot, call Mary Peoples, 
(520) 371-2728. 

YUMA/LA PAZ VICARIATE

English Cursillo offered at St. John Neumann
Thursday - Sunday, May 18 - 21 and 25 - 28,  
St. John Neumann Church, 11545 E. 40th St.

An English-language Cursillo, a three-day short 
course in the Catholic faith, will be held for men 
May 18-21 and women May 25-28 in the Yuma 
area. For more information, call Irene Montoya, 
(928) 580-5285.

To list your parish, school or 
ministry event In Your Area, please 
email information to parishevents@

diocesetucson.org. Deadline for submission 
is the 15th of month before the event. 

For questions, email parishevents@
diocesetucson.org or call (520) 838-2562. 

Thank you.
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Bishop Kicanas celebrates his 50th jubilee of 
ordination to priesthood on April 27. Here is his 
reflection on his ministry.

I was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of 
Chicago on April 27, 1967, by Cardinal John P. 
Cody, before many of 
you were born. 

The celebration took 
place at the Chapel 
of the Immaculate 
Conception at the 
University of St. 
Mary of the Lake in 
Mundelein, Ill. Fifty-
three of us were 
ordained, a bumper 
crop at a time when 
vocations were 
flourishing. 

One of my initial 
joys was giving my 
first blessing to my 
parents, a privilege for 
me. Mom cried and 
dad looked very proud. 
After all, growing up 
in an orphanage run 
by a priest, my dad always saw Father Freiberger 
where he grew up as his father, and held 
high regard for priests. My sisters, Kathy and 
Barbara, probably wondered how their “brat” of 
a brother was now a priest.

My first assignment was St. Joseph Parish 
in Libertyville, Ill., not far from the seminary. 
What an incredible experience! When you leave 
the seminary, you think you know everything, 
but it was from the people of Libertyville that I 
learned what it means to be a priest. I met some 
tremendous people there.

My first pastor was Msgr. Harry Koenig, a real 
German who demanded a lot but never more 
than he himself did. There were three priests 
in the house and we divided up the ministries 
(Laity were still not fully engaged in parish 
ministry because that would happen as a result 
of Vatican II). I was put in charge of religious 
education and youth ministry, the lot of the 
newly-ordained. 

The lay catechists I met at St. Joseph Parish 
in Libertyville had the biggest impact on my 
ministry. There were 30 couples and we met 
monthly. They taught me so much about living 
faith. We formed friendships and had great 

laughs. I still hear from many of them. I owe 
them so much.

After three years in parish ministry, I was 
asked to become a teacher and counselor at 
Quigley Seminary South, a high school seminary 

of about 750 boys. I 
joined the Religion 
and Guidance 
Department, another 
transformative 
experience. There 
were 10 of us in the 
department and we did 
everything together 
from planning classes, 
to holding retreats 
for the students, to 
leading the young men 
in service projects. 
Here I experienced 
what it meant to be a 
coworker. The work 
was exhausting, but 
none of us cared 
because it was so 
engaging, fulfilling and 
rewarding.

I also was asked to work part-time as a 
chaplain at the Cook County Juvenile Detention 
Center where I had volunteered as a seminarian. 
My dad had stayed 
there during custody 
hearings when he was 
a young boy. 

That experience as 
chaplain opened my 
eyes to the struggles 
of families caught 
in the vicious cycle 
that kept these young 
people trapped in 
the prison system. 
Rejection, abuse 
and abandonment 
scarred the lives of 
these children and 
oftentimes led them to 
act out with anger.

I remember visiting 
one girl in solitary 
confinement. She was using a pencil to dig deep 
into her arm, wanting to kill herself. When 
I went into the cell, I grabbed the pencil and 

calmed her down. She told me of rejection after 
rejection leading her to feel there was no reason 
to live. The detention center held so many with 
tragic stories like hers.

In 1984, Cardinal Cody called me after the 
rector of Quigley, Father James Keleher, had 
been named the Bishop of Belleville, Ill. He 
asked me to become the rector of the high 
school seminary. I was shocked, but that 
experience also taught me a lot. It was such a 
humbling challenge to be responsible to make 
decisions about who would enter the high 
school and who would be asked to leave. I also 
had to learn to confront faculty members who 
were not measuring up and how to recognize 
and affirm all the good that was happening.

The most difficult moment in my ministry 
at Quigley happened when a sophomore who 
lost a race in a swim meet and who had been 
turned down by a friend, went home and killed 
himself with his father’s gun. I called Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin to tell him about the tragedy 
and I broke down crying. I went to visit the 
student’s parents. His mother was pregnant and 
gave birth to a baby boy two days after her son’s 
funeral. We prayed together and cried together. 
I have remained friends with his parents since 
that day. 

One of my most exciting experiences was in 
1979 when the newly-chosen Pope John Paul II 
came to Chicago on his first trip to the US. He 
visited Quigley South while I was rector there. 
I remember vividly his coming into my room 
at the school, looking so distinguished in his 
white cassock. He was young, vibrant and an 
athlete who skied and climbed mountains. He 
asked if I liked to ski. I responded affirmatively, 
and he said he had been reading a ski magazine 
he found in my office. I kept that magazine for 
a time; today it would be a second-class relic, 
because the pope has since been canonized.

The pope met with 
our student body after 
lunch. They presented 
him with a soccer ball 
that he put on the 
ground and struck 
with a forceful kick. 
The students were 
thrilled. 

After I had served 
10 years as rector, 
Cardinal Bernardin 
asked me, to my 
amazement, to 
become the rector of 
the major seminary 
at Mundelein. I had 
never been a member 
of the Mundelein 
faculty, although I had 

helped facilitate some of their faculty meetings.
I served as Mundelein rector for 10 years. I 

prayed often for wisdom, realizing how much 

From seminary to bishop – a 
50-year journey of people, 
experiences and faith

School on the side
While on the faculty at Quigley South, 

I went back to school part-time at Loyola 
University in Chicago to get a master’s 
degree in counseling and later a doctorate 
in educational psychology. 

Another priest on the faculty and I went 
to Cuernavaca, Mexico to study Spanish, 
because so many of the parents of our 
students at Quigley only spoke Spanish. 

Catholic Outlook file photo

Father Kicanas on the day of priestly ordination 
poses with his parents Eva and Frederick.
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1 Conference of Major Superiors of Men,  
 Baltimore

2 5:30 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Odilia Church, Tucson

3 Priests’ Ongoing Formation,  
 Cardinal Joseph Tobin,  
 Redemptorist Renewal Center
 7 p.m., Public presentation,  
 Cardinal Joseph Tobin,  
 Redemptorist Renewal Center

4 11 a.m., Catholic Foundation  
 Grant Awards, TEP Building
 2 p.m., ND ACE Academies’ Board meeting,  
 Santa Cruz Catholic School, Tucson

5 7:30 a.m., Mass, Breakfast with Bishop,  
 Bishop’s Residence
 1:30 p.m., Formation Team, Evaluation

6-7 Mass, Celebration of the 50th Jubilee of  
 Ordination, Mundelein Seminary, Chicago

8 6 p.m., St. John Paul II Dinner and Awards,  
 Our Mother of Sorrows Parish, Tucson

9 10 a.m., Palm Sunday Mass, St. Augustine Cathedral

10 10:30 a.m., Presbyteral Council
 2 p.m., Chrism Mass. St. Augustine’s 

12 9 a.m., Mass, St. Anthony of Padua Catholic  
 School, Casa Grande

13 7 p.m., Holy Thursday Mass, St. Augustine’s

14 12 p.m., Passion of Christ, Communion  
 Service, St. Augustine’s
 3 p.m., Living Stations of the Cross

15 7 p.m., Easter Vigil Mass, St. Augustine’s

16-19 Bishops’ Jesu Caritas gathering, San Diego

20 8 a.m., Staff meeting
 9:30 a.m., Directors’ meeting
 7 p.m., Confirmation, Sacred Heart Church, Nogales

23 11 a.m., Mass, Carondelet employees,  
 St. Joseph Church, Tucson
 1:30 p.m., Mass and Presentation,  
 St. Thomas More Sustaining Board,  
 Stillwell House, Tucson

25 7:30 a.m., Diocesan Finance Committee 
 4 p.m., Mass, Celebration of 50th  
 Anniversary of Ordination, St. Augustine’s

26 11:45 a.m., Catholic Foundation Board
 5 p.m., CTSO corporate gathering,  
 Mountain Oyster Club

27 Mundelein Seminary Board meeting, Chicago
 7 p.m., Confirmation, St. Gertrude Church, Chicago

28 6 p.m., Confirmation, Most Holy Trinity  
 Church, Tucson
29 9 a.m., Confirmation, St. Luke Church, Douglas,  
 for St. Luke and Immaculate Conception parishes
 11 a.m., Confirmation, St. Bernard Church,  
 Pirtleville, for Loretto Catholic School,  
 Douglas
 1:30 p.m., Confirmation, St. Patrick Church, Bisbee

30 National Association of Church Personnel  
 Administrators, Nashville, Tenn.

Bishop’s Calendar — April 2017

impact my difficult decisions - about who 
could stay or who had to leave seminary – had 
a tremendous effect on the young men at the 
school.

I liked being part of a community of scholars 
very much. With the faculty, I enjoyed many 
extended conversations and discussions about 
theology, the Church 
and the world. I met 
some incredible men 
– older and younger - 
who had a deep desire 
to serve the Church 
as priests. In my years 
as rector, I probably 
encountered 500 
candidates, each with 
a different vocation 
story. Many had been 
altar servers. Some 
were converts to 
the faith. Some had 
previous careers as 
lawyers, engineers, 
police officers or 
teachers. 

I admired these 
men who had chosen 
to enter the seminary, 
although some had 
little encouragement from families, friends or 
even priests. My experience was so different; I 
had received a great deal of encouragement to 
be a priest from others.

One afternoon, Cardinal Bernardin called to 
tell me the Holy Father had chosen me to serve 
as one of his auxiliary bishops in Chicago. It 
was another unexpected career turn. I hated to 
leave Mundelein, a privileged place, but I was 
assigned to serve as vicar for Lake County and 
Northwest Suburban Cook County, a vicariate of 

about 50 parishes and 
25 schools. I moved 
back to St. Joseph’s in 
Libertyville.

The vicariate was 
a vibrant area with 
many lay ecclesial 
ministers supporting 
the ministry of the 
priests and deacons. 
I came to value the 
contribution of the 
laity in ministry. 

A fond memory 
from this time was 
beginning a program 
to honor high 
school students who 
had distinguished 
themselves in 
ministry in their 
parishes. These 
were such dedicated 

young people. I was pleased to bring that same 
program - now called the John Paul II Youth 
Awards -  to the Diocese of Tucson.

In 2001, I got a message to call the 

apostolic nuncio (the pope’s representative in 
Washington, DC). I immediately knew that the 
nuncio wasn’t calling to talk about the weather. 
Sure enough, when I called, he said, “Bishop, I 
am delighted to tell you that the Holy Father has 
appointed you ...” Of course, my ears perked up, 
and he said, “as the coadjutor bishop in Tucson.” 
I said, “Pardon me!” I had only been to Tucson 
twice in my life: once for a personal retreat at 
the Redemptorist Renewal Center and once 
when all the bishops came to Tucson in 1995 for 
a spring meeting. Tucson was so different from 
Chicago.

About two weeks later, I came unannounced 
to Tucson to meet with Bishop Manuel Moreno.  
I had never met him before, but he shared many 
helpful reflections with me about the priests 
and people of the Diocese. I came to count him 
as a friend and learned so much from his gentle, 
caring manner. 

I have come to love our community covering 
more than 43,000 square miles. I love the beauty 
of the desert, the sky, mountains and the cacti 
so characteristic of this area. 

Now, 15 years later, I can say that we 
Catholics here went through some difficult 
times together. I agonized over the decision to 
enter Chapter 11 reorganization so the Diocese 
could financially respond to all the victims of 
sexual abuse by priests. Many people advised 
me that it was the fairest and best way to 
proceed. When we were finished, I was moved 
to hear the victims and their lawyer say that 

Catholic Outlook file photo

Family photo with the newly ordained Father Kicanas. 
From left to right, sister Barbara, father Frederick, 
Father Kicanas, mother Eva and sister Kathy. 

u  COLUMN CONTINUES ON PAGE 6
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

TUCSON — St. Joseph 
Sister Clare Dunn was one of 
five honorees to the Arizona 
Women’s Hall of Fame March 
23. Who was this Democratic 
legislator, that in four sessions 
rose to the position of assistant 
minority leader while earning 
the respect of bipartisan leaders 
as “the conscience of the 
Legislature”? 

Fern Lois Dunn was born Nov. 
12, 1934, in Arlington, Calif., one 
of six children of Frank and Edna 
(Lucky) Dunn. She grew up on a 
farm in Riverdale County, Calif. 
A convert to Catholicism, she 
entered the community of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
in 1955.

She studied political science 
and history in college and earned 
a bachelor’s from Mount St. Mary 

College, Los Angeles, in 1963. 
She followed it with a master’s 
from the same institution in 
1969.

She taught in California before 
coming to 
Tucson in 
1965 to teach 
history and 
government 
at the 
community’s 
Villa Carondelet 
Academy. 
After the 
school closed 

in 1969, she taught government 
at Salpointe Catholic High 
School for six years. She was an 
adjunct faculty member at Pima 
Community College, 1965-74.

She entered politics as a 
volunteer in Democrat George 
McGovern’s unsuccessful 
presidential campaign in 1972, 

attending the Democratic 
National Convention in Miami as 
a McGovern delegate.

In 1974, with the acquiescence 
of her religious and clerical 
superiors, she ran and was elected 
to the Arizona legislature from 
Tucson’s Third District. She was 
the first woman religious to serve 
in a state legislature in the 20th 
century.

Sister Clare immediately 
became known for her outspoken 
support of the poor and 
work on behalf of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the US 
Constitution. She was elected for 
three successive terms and rose 
to the rank of assistant minority 
leader. 

In an address in 1978, she said 
“Social ministry is not ‘added 
on.’ It’s not an extra-curricular 
activity. We do it because it is 
integral to faith. As much as we 

revere our social system and our 
economic and political structures, 
we may never serve them 
uncritically.”

“Loving one’s neighbor is 
measured by our service to one 
another, by our determined 
goodwill to the neighbor, a 
deliberate decision of conscience 
that can make terrible demands 
upon us, our time, our security, 
and yes, even our lives.”

While the legislation she 
sponsored struggled to pass, much 
of it later became law in Arizona 
in the ensuing decades.

She died in a horrific auto 
accident, along with her longtime 
legislative aide St. Joseph Sister 
Judy Lovchick, on July 30, 1981. 
Gov. Bruce Babbitt ordered 
state flags at half staff, and the 
two were buried in Holy Hope 
Cemetery following their funeral 
from St. Augustine Cathedral.

Sister Clare Dunn, late Democratic legislator, admitted to Hall of Fame

they felt that that decision was best for them 
and that they were treated fairly.

Although harrowing, that difficult time led 
me to make what I consider to be among my 
best decisions: appointing Msgr. Al Schifano, a 
second-career priest only recently ordained, as 
vicar general and moderator of the Curia. His 
advice and counsel, along with that of Deacon 
Paul Duckro, the new director of our Office 
of Child, Adolescent and Adult Protection, 
were immensely helpful throughout the legal 
proceedings.

Meeting victims and hearing their tragic 
stories was agonizing. Bishop Moreno and I met 
with a victim, by then an adult, and his parents, 
and Bishop Moreno broke down crying, asking 
that family for forgiveness. He never could 
imagine that priests he knew and that he had 
ordained could have done such things.

After the reorganization, the biggest challenge 
was restoring trust and establishing protocols 
for safe environments. We continue our ongoing 
vigilance and education in our parishes and 
schools, and we are especially thankful to our 
compliance officers. With these efforts, we are 
making progress in re-establishing the trust of 
the public and the faithful.

My fondest memories of these past 16 years 
include dedicating new churches, celebrating 
parish anniversaries, becoming a brother priest 

among the diocesan priests, ordaining priests 
and deacons to serve our people, certifying lay 
ecclesial ministers and confirming countless 
young people and adults. Surely, getting to 
know some great people living here has been a 
blessing and a gift I treasure. 

I am sure that in these years I have 
unintentionally hurt or slighted some people by 
what I said or did or forgot to do. I am sorry for 
that and only hope they will forgive me.

I am grateful for the opportunities I have 
had to work with faith, business, civic and 

educational leaders to address community issues 
like the scourge of drug use, the tragedy of the 
Jan. 8, 2011 shootings in Tucson, and issues 
facing immigrants and refugees. Community 
problems are so complex and challenging that 
they need the united response of all in our 
community. Working together we can make our 
community better. 

This year, I celebrate 50 years as a priest. 
Amazing! It has been such a blessed experience 
for which I am deeply grateful. You all have 
come to mean so much to me.

BISHOP’S COLUMN
continued from page 5

Catholic Outlook file photo

Bishop Kicanas describes the profound respect he has for his immediate predecessor, Bishop Manuel Moreno, 
stating “I came to count him as a friend and learned so much from his gentle, caring manner.” The bishops are 
shown here in St. Augustine Cathedral celebrating Mass marking Bishop Moreno’s 75th birthday in 2005.

SISTER CLARE DUNN
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“As a Christian, our life is not 
contained simply within the four 
walls of the church,” said Cardinal 
Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, NJ.

Cardinal Tobin, a Redemptorist, 
will be coming to Tucson and 
speaking on Catholic social teaching 
April 3 at 7 p.m. at the Redemptorist 
Renewal Center. He spoke to 
the Catholic Outlook in a phone 
interview last month.

The cardinal made national news 
March 10 when he accompanied a 
59-year-old grandfather, Catalino 
Guerrero, an undocumented 
immigrant, to a deportation hearing. 

“I was joining other faith leaders 
in trying to put a face on the plight 
of the undocumented people in 
our country,” Cardinal Tobin said. 
Guerrero suffers from diabetes and 
a heart condition, and has worked 
in the US for 25 years, raising and 
supporting his family.

“He’s fallen victim to a broken 
system,” the cardinal added.

In Chicago and Los Angeles, 
other bishops have spoken out 
on behalf of undocumented 
immigrants. Cardinal Tobin said that 
these events and others throughout 
the country were elevating the need 
for immigration reform to a national 
dialogue, akin to the long-running 
debate on abortion. 

He qualified his response by 
saying that Catholics need to 
approach abortion and immigration 
reform “with the same moral and 
ethical stance.”

“They are both forms of bullying,” 
he said, “and both can result in 
death.”

Cardinal Tobin noted that his 
northern New Jersey diocese 
has among the nation’s highest 
percentage of refugees and foreign-
born residents, which is why he 
is taking the lead in that issue. 
However, it is not the only issue 
facing US Catholics today. 

The cardinal said that health 
care reform and care for the 
environment are also important 
areas where Catholics need to 

stay involved. “None of those 
(issues) are mutually exclusive. The 
conjunction is ‘and,’ not ‘or,’” he 
said.

Cardinal Tobin cited Pope 
Francis’ 2015 encyclical Laudato 
Si, “On Care for Our Common 
Home,” which linked abuse of the 
environment and natural resources 
with the plight of the poor 
throughout the world. 

He and other bishops need 
to look at the issues facing their 
communities - whether it is abortion 
or environmental degradation or 
health care reform – “and see the 
signs of the times” in their own 
dioceses.

During the past two decades, 
there has been “an increased 
polarization” in American culture 
and Catholics “are not immune to 
that.”

He talked about the annual 
Fortnight for Freedom, a program 
set up by the US bishops to 
address the perception that the 
federal government, under the 

administration of President Barack 
Obama, was attempting to limit 
the constitutionally protected right 
of religious groups to practice 
and live out their faith without 
encumbrance.

Fortnight for Freedom “is not 
simply limited to one or two issues,” 
he said. It relies on the underlying 
principle that the government 
cannot “silence the church. … 
The principle that motivated it 
continues.”

He cited the challenge from 
the Second Vatican Council, for 
Catholics to “bridge the chasm 
between faith and life,” as the theme 
behind much of what Pope Francis 
does. The pope shows us “how we 
can help the Church walk the talk.”

While he was named a cardinal 
by this pope, Cardinal Tobin said 
he has no inside track on what the 
near-universally popular pontiff 
would be speaking on next. He 
compared that to being able to 
“predict who is going to win 
March Madness,” the NCAA men’s 

basketball tournament. 
On the subject of basketball, the 

former archbishop of Indianapolis, 
who saw Indiana University’s men’s 
basketball team fall in the first 
round of the National Invitation 
Tournament, said he now supports 
the Big East, a conference that 
includes the Newark diocesan Seton 
Hall University. 

His concern? That Seton Hall 
will have to play “a little Catholic 
college” in northern Indiana - the 
University of Notre Dame - as the 
tournament progresses. 

With the two teams playing 
in different regions – and Notre 
Dame a 5 seed and Seton Hall an 11 
seed – the only way the two would 
face off would be in the national 
championship game in Phoenix 
April 3.

—
For more information about 
Cardinal Tobin please visit nytimes.
com/2016/12/22/nyregion/cardinal-
joseph-w-tobin-archdiocese-newark.
html?_r=0.

Cardinal Joseph Tobin, advocate of many of  
Pope Francis’ ideals, to speak to public April 3

CNS photo by L’Osservatore Romano, handout 

Pope Francis places a red biretta on new Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, then of Indianapolis, during a consistory in St. Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican Nov. 19, 2016.



APRIL 20178    CATHOLIC OUTLOOK

The Catholic Tour & Fr. Juan Carlos Aguirre
Invite you on a pilgrimage to 

Rome & Fatima 
In Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary  

of the Apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima 

November 13 - 20, 2017
$3149.00 per person with trip originating from Tucson

(Includes air and ground transportation, at least 2 meals per day,  
and all mandatory airfare taxes and fees)

For more information contact:

Jim Harris: (520) 784-3607  |  jharris091686@msn.com
— or —

The Catholic Tour: 1-877-627-4268  |  info@thecatholictour.com
The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for  

its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

For fifty years, RRC has been a  
harmonious sanctuary of  
contemplative prayer, study and  
practice.  The Center is home to  
the Hesychia School of Spiritual  
Direction.  Located in the foothills  
of the Tucson Mountains RRC is  
available for group retreats,  
meetings and seminars.  Available 
throughout the year are private   
retreats, Serenity retreats and  
individual directed retreats in which 
the individual person directs his/
her own retreat  experience.  

The Redemptorist Renewal Center 
www.desertrenewal.org 

7101 W. Picture Rocks Rd, Tucson, AZ 85743 ~ Phone: 520.744.3400  

Stocks | Bonds 

Mutual Funds 

Annuities | CDs 

Money Market Funds  

IRAs | IRA Rollovers 

Retirement Plans 

UITs 

Cash Management 

Financial Planning

Ben Palazzo 
Branch Manager, Senior Vice President/Investments 

(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free 

4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201 | Tucson, Arizona 85718  

palazzob@stifel.com | www.stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE

Pancake House
Family Restaurant

2532 S. KOLB • 747-7536

Lunch Specials $ 5.95

Open Mon-Sat
6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sun 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Serving Tucson

32 years

Mon Chicken Taco Salad
Tues Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 
 & Garlic Bread
Wed Steak Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Thurs Chicken & Beans Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Fri Lasagna w/Garlic Bread

Monday - Friday $2.79
Not valid on holidays

Menudo Sat-Sun $6.79Breakfast 
Special 

www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its actions. 
Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.
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Rite of Election

YouthFest

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown and Steff Koeneman

Lent is a busy time in the Catholic Church and southern Arizona. Clockwise, beginning from the top left, Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas greets those who plan to enter the 
Church at Easter, during the celebration of the Rite of Election at St. Augustine Cathedral March 5. Many Catholics take advantage of programs offered in Lent to deepen 
their faith. Bishop Kicanas spoke to high school students attending YouthFest 2017 at the Tucson Convention Center March 11. Nearly 600 young people – including 
middle schoolers and adult chaperones – enjoyed the full-day event. The bishop told them “You are a mighty wave. You are the hope of the Church.” Diocesan and parish 
staff, religious educators and Catholic school administrators and teachers were in the same venue a day earlier for Faith Formation Day 2017 to hear keynote speaker 
Ann Garrido, an educator from the Archdiocese of St. Louis and national expert and author on books aimed at resolving conflicts among groups. It was also a time to 
renew old friendships. About 500 attended that event.
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Managing Editor

TUCSON — “OMOS gets its 
Power from the sun/Son.”

The sign outside Our Mother of 
Sorrows Parish office means exactly 
what it says, said pastor Msgr. 
Thomas F. Cahalane.

“The reality is that God in 
creation is all around us. Creation 
is God’s gift, and it is given in 
great abundance,” he said. “The 
Gospel calls us to share it with the 
community and to be a conveyor of 
God’s love.”

In 2008, the parish began a long 
foray into solar power, spurred by 
its Care for Creation committee, 
which included architect Hank 
Krzysik. Krzysik had just returned 
from Albuquerque, NM, and a 
meeting on the use of alternative 
energy. He was sitting around a 
table at Joe’s Pancake House with 
Msgr. Cahalane and others. He was 
excited about making the parish 
more energy efficient. That led, 
a year later, to the installation of 
several solar panels, replacing a hot 
water heater and making the parish 
hall more energy efficient.

The parish hall project was a 
success and in 2011, Krzysik and 
other members of the Care for 
Creation committee were making 
their case that the parish could 
significantly reduce its carbon 
footprint – and ensure long-term 
savings – by adding 250 more panels 
to the parish plant. 

They had to convince members 
of several parish committees that 
the plunge into solar energy was 
prudent and in line with Catholic 
social teaching. “Up to that point, 
a lot of this had been theoretical,” 
Msgr. Cahalane said.

At the time, the state of Arizona 
was offering tax credits to 
encourage use of systems like solar 
energy, Krzysik said. 

For Msgr. Cahalane, it was more 
about spirituality than savings. 
“You have to understand you are 
doing something beneficial for the 
environment.”

Parish leadership approved the 
plan.

Decreasing the carbon footprint 
meant more than putting solar 
paneling in the parking lot, however. 

Krzysik noted that old windows 
were replaced with added insulation 
and new energy efficient windows. 
Old thermostats, blowers, lightbulbs 
and other hardware were changed 
out for devices designed to reduce 
electrical usage. 

On Oct. 16, 2011, when Msgr. 
Cahalane blessed a parking canopy – 
where most of the new solar panels 
were located - he told parishioners: 
“Welcome to a new milestone 
moment in our parish. As stewards 
of creation, we continue to celebrate 
with gratitude God’s blessings in 
abundance with the gift of creation 
and its energy all around us.”

Improvements in one area 
produced results in others, Krzysik 
said. For example, by switching 
from 250 watt bulbs in the church’s 
light fixtures to more efficient 40 
watt bulbs, less electricity was 
needed to illuminate the church. 
Because the lower watt bulbs 
produced less heat, it also didn’t 
cost as much to cool the church, he 
added. 

All these changes took place 
before Pope Francis’ landmark 2015 
encyclical Laudato Si, “On Care for 
Our Common Home,” cemented 
concern for the environment solidly 
within Catholic social teaching.

There was a lot of science 
involved, and a local company, 
Technicians for Sustainability, 
helped design, assemble and 
facilitate financing for the project. 
Arizona Interfaith Power & Light, 

the state affiliate of a national 
movement to link ecology and 
technology in support of faith 
communities, also helped.

Since installing the panels, the 
parish added an electric fueling 
station for hybrid autos.

As the parish moves forward, one 
challenge will be finding ways to 
store the power created by the solar 
energy for times when demand 
rises. Krzysik said the storage issue 
is one confronting the solar power 
industry right now, not just a parish 
in Arizona.

The parish is looking to build 
on its success with solar panels 
by planting a garden that can be 
used to raise fruits and vegetables 
to supplement the parish’s 
school lunches. The parish is also 
investigating a rainwater collection 
and storage system that will support 
the garden without tapping into the 
water supply.

Krzysik said that the Creation 
committee is considering advocacy 
– petitioning and lobbying state and 
utility leaders to provide incentives 
again to make the conversion to 
alternative energy, such as solar 
panels, more affordable.

Msgr. Cahalane said that financial 
viability was never the primary 
reason for jumping into solar 
energy. However, parishioners have 
been curious if the improvements 
were saving or costing the parish 
money. 

In February, parish business 

manager Steve Contreras conducted 
a cost analysis to quantify the 
monetary value of the spiritual 
project.

Contreras, who was scheduled 
to present his findings to parish 
members in March, estimated that 
the parish will have saved almost 
$426,977 in energy costs by 2031, 
10 years after the lease expires and 
the equipment has been purchased 
outright. 

“In the end, it comes down to 
whether you are leaving behind a 
clean footprint or a dirty footprint,” 
Msgr. Cahalane said. “We will not 
be contributing to climate change.”

—
Editor’s note: Arizona Interfaith 
announced in February that Our Mother 
of Sorrows, because of its ongoing 
efforts, was to received its “SAGE” 
Award – “Spirited Activists Greening 
the Earth” - at the group’s March 23 
fundraiser.

Tucson parishes 
using solar panels

Currently, St. Thomas and 
Corpus Christi also use solar 
panels. St. Pius X is conducting 
a capital campaign to pay for 
installation of solar panels. St. 
Mark Parish and St. Augustine 
Cathedral are considering 
including panels in pending 
building projects.

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Our Mother of Sorrows Parish placed many of its solar panels on the car canopy in the parish parking lot. The car parked at the 
right is being charged at the electric fueling station for hybrid vehicles.

Following the Son: Parish beaming over solar panels
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TUCSON — When asked about 
the next step for the Salpointe 
Catholic High School curriculum 
that’s won praise for converting the 
pope’s environmental encyclical 
Laudato Si into lesson plans for 
every subject at the high school, 
President Kay Sullivan replied: 
“We’ll be presenting it in Rome in 
November.”

In February, the school 
announced that the innovative 
curriculum designed by a team of 
teachers had garnered the attention 
of the 40 Carmelite high schools 
from around the world.

The project already had caught 
the eye of Carmelite leaders 
nationally after Salpointe agreed 
to pilot the construction of a high 
school curriculum based on Pope 
Francis’ 2015 encyclical “On Care 
for Our Common Home.” Sullivan 
said school leaders were following 
the decision by the Carmelite 
Non-Governmental Organization 
(Carmelite NGO) making the 
teachings of Laudato Si their 
primary focus. 

Carmelite Sister Jane Remson, 
who represents the Carmelite 
NGO at the United Nations, 
assisted in overseeing the project, 
which quickly generated interest 
worldwide. 

Sullivan said that when the 
team of Salpointe teachers, led 
by environmental sciences and 
advanced placement biology 
instructor Kevin Russell, began 
unpacking Laudato Si, they knew 
lesson plans could be written for 
every grade level and in every 
subject. 

“We knew this had key elements 
that could cross disciplines,” she 
said.

Working with the encyclical was 
a natural fit for Salpointe, Sullivan 
added. “Laudato Si parallels 
Salpointe’s mission in respecting 
and honoring the dignity of every 
person and of the earth.”

Carmelite Father Eduardo 
Agosta Scarel, who served as a 
consultant for the encyclical, spoke 
at Salpointe on Feb. 6, when the 
news of the Rome meeting was 
announced.

Sullivan presented the 
curriculum at a gathering of 
Carmelite school administrators 
in California in March, and Kate 
McGarey-Vasey, a Humanities 
instructor, will be presenting it at 
the Second Congress of Carmelite 
Schools in Rome Nov. 2.

One challenge has been showing 
the realities of climate change and 
the role humans have played in 
it when, politically, US President 
Donald Trump and other national 
leaders have dismissed climate 
change and are removing numerous 
regulations protecting the 
environment. 

“I think we have done a good job 
focusing on values and not trying 
to politicize the issue,” she said.

Copies of the curriculum in 
English and Spanish are found on 
carmelitengo.org website, and can 
be downloaded as a pdf.

Sullivan said she suggested that 
the website include an interactive 
element so other teachers can 
provide their own insights and 
improvements based on their 
implementation.

It’s not the school’s first foray 
into care for the environment. In 
2012, a generous alumnus donated 
the purchase and installation of 
solar panels around the school, 
and later, for the Carmelite Priory 
located just outside campus. Eight 
other solar panels have been added 
recently to the school’s Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) center to 
use in educational projects.  The 
value of the initial donation was 
$140,000, Sullivan said.

The school also has worked in 
plant adaptation, with projects 
that tested seeds to determine 
which would grow best with local 
resources and in desert climates. 
This year, they have added a 
greenhouse to the equation to take 
the project from seed to fruit, she 
added.

After Rome, what’s next for 
Salpointe students poised on 
the cutting edge of Catholic 
environmental concerns?

“I don’t know,” Sullivan said. 
“We just have to be open to the 
possibilities.”

The Catholic Outlook is going green! 
Recieve your dose of Catholic news 

directly to your email inbox. Sign up for the 
Catholic Outlook email list today by visiting: 

diocesetucson.org/communications/
catholic-outlook.html 

From home to Rome: Salpointe curriculum goes global
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This is the third story in the Sacrament 
series published by the Catholic 
Outlook. This article focuses on Holy 
Communion.
By FRANCISCAN FATHER DON MILLER 
Used with permission

“Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, 
I say to you, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within 
you.’” (Jn 6:53)

The Church invites us to celebrate 
the Eucharist and to receive holy 
Communion “often” and “worthily” 
(“Catechism of the Catholic 
Church,” 1389). The “often” part is 
encouraged because reception of 
Communion strengthens our bond 
with one another, nourishes God’s 
life within us and incorporates us 
more deeply into the life of Jesus 
(“Catechism,” 1324). Thus, it is the 
ongoing sacrament of initiation 
(“Catechism,” 1322). The “worthily” 
part is a little more complicated.

What would make us worthy to 
receive Holy Communion? Simple 
answer: Nothing. We are never 
worthy of so great a gift. However, 
here’s the exciting part: God offers 
us this great sacrament freely. 
So why does the Church say we 
ought to receive Holy Communion 
worthily?

Because the sacrament is a source 
of unity and grace, we need to make 
sure we are capable and ready to 
be united and graced. If we are not 
in full communion with God and 
the Church because of something 
we have done, we need to first get 
right with God and the Church. We 
need to fix our situation through 
the sacrament of Reconciliation. In 
some cases, we need to change the 
way we are living.

What might some of these 
situations be? For example, if we 
are engaging in business practices 
that cheat customers, destroy the 
reputation of someone or if we are 
not participating at Mass on Sundays 
and holy days, we are running the 
risk of breaking our relationships 
with God and the Church.

Here’s the good news: As 
baptized persons, we are God’s 
daughters and sons. If we are willing 
to correct our situations, God and 

the Church are more than willing 
to forgive and take us back into 
full union, no questions asked. It 
is quite easy, but it depends on 
our getting our relationships right. 
Subsequently, receiving Holy 
Communion is a clear and honest 
statement and then can we say that 
we are receiving Holy Communion 
worthily.

What is the correlation between 
this sacrament and a traditional 
meal?

When we think of a meal, we 
immediately think of food and drink 
and someone to share them with 
over pleasant conversation. If the 
conversation is good, the sharing 
can become the focus of the whole 
meal as we enter each other’s 
lives. Good food and drink play an 
important supportive role.

The Eucharist is a meal with the 
very same elements, but in a more 
stylized form. We come together to 

share bread and wine and to enter 
conversation with the Lord as he 
speaks to us through the Scriptures, 
symbols, gestures and prayer. The 
major difference is that the food and 
drink become the Body and Blood 
of Christ and the focal point of the 
meal. This is due, in part, because 
the Eucharist is a sacrifice as well 
as a meal in which the death and 
resurrection of Jesus is offered to 
the Father.

How long must I fast before 
receiving the sacrament?

The general norm for Roman 
Catholics who plan to receive Holy 
Communion is to abstain for at 
least one hour from all food and 
drink, except water. Canon law 
immediately makes two exceptions. 
One is for priests who celebrate 
more than one Mass on the same 
day; they are to observe the fast 
before the first Mass. The other 
exception is for the elderly, infirm 

and those who care for them. They 
can receive at any time even if they 
have eaten within the previous hour 
(Canon 919).

Do I have to confess my sins prior 
to receiving the Eucharist?

Only one who is conscious of 
having committed mortal sin is 
required to submit to the sacrament 
of Reconciliation prior to receiving 
Communion (cf. “Catechism,” 
1457). Thus, reception of 
absolution in the sacrament of 
Reconciliation is not necessary 
before receiving Holy Communion 
unless one is conscious of having 
committed mortal sin.

We might make two caveats 
concerning this matter. Mortal sin 
is rare because it is a conscious 
decision to break away from God 
and the Church through a serious 
act, adequate appreciation of 
the seriousness of the act and a 
significant degree of freedom to 
be able to say that one freely chose 
to do it. Seldom do we enjoy that 
degree of freedom and level of 
appreciation.

The second caveat is that we 
are always free and encouraged to 
celebrate the Lord’s love and mercy 
in the sacrament of Reconciliation 
at any time. We certainly don’t 
need to wait until we have sinned 
seriously to celebrate the sacrament.

How is the Eucharist a sacrament 
of initiation?

Just as people must eat and 
drink to survive in good health, 
so our spiritual life needs to be 
continuously nourished to survive. 
The life begun at Baptism and 
strengthened in Confirmation is 
nourished and fed by the Eucharist. 
Thus, our initiation into God’s life is 
an ongoing process as we continue 
to grow in that life.

—
Editor’s note: The sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be discussed in the 
second set of sacraments.  While young 
Catholics receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation just before receive the 
Eucharist, Father Miller defines and 
explains Reconciliation as a sacrament 
of healing. Therefore, that article will 
appear after those concerning the 
sacraments of initiation: Baptism, 
Eucharist and Confirmation.

Holy Communion, a sacrament and source of unity and grace and one 
that strengthens our relationship with God
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Everything is gift. That’s a principle that ultimately 

undergirds all spirituality, all morality and every 
commandment. Everything is gift. Nothing can be 
ultimately claimed as our own. Genuine moral and 
religious sensitivity should make us aware of that. 
Nothing comes to us by right.

This isn’t something we automatically know. 
During a class some years ago, a monk shared with 
me how, for all the early years of his religious life, he 
had been resentful because he had to ask permission 
of his abbot if he wanted anything.

“I used to think it was silly, me, a grown man, 
supposedly an adult, having to ask a superior if I 
wanted something. If I wanted a new shirt, I would 
have to ask the abbot for permission to buy it. I 
thought it was ridiculous that a grown man was 
reduced to being like a child.”

There came a day when he felt differently.
“I am not sure of all the reasons, but one day I 

came to realize that there was a purpose and wisdom 
in having to ask permission for everything. I came to 
realize that nothing is ours by right and nothing may 
be taken as owned. Everything’s a gift. Everything 
needs to be asked for. We need to be grateful to the 
universe and to God just for giving us a little space. 
Now, when I ask permission from the abbot because 
I need something, I no longer feel like a child. Rather, 
I feel like I’m properly in tune with the way things 
should be, in a gift-oriented universe within which 
none of us has a right to ultimately claim anything as 
one’s own.”

This is moral and religious wisdom, but it’s a 
wisdom that goes against the dominant ethos within 
our culture and against some of our strongest 
inclinations. From without and within, we hear voices 
telling us: If you cannot take what you desire then 

you’re weak, and weak in a double way. First, you’re 
a weak person, too timid to fully claim what’s yours. 
Second, you’ve been weakened by religious and moral 
scruples so as to be incapable of seizing the day. To 
not claim what is yours, to not claim ownership, is not 
a virtue but a fault. 

It was those kinds of voices that this monk was 
hearing during his younger years and because of them 
he felt resentful and immature.

Jesus doesn’t echo these voices. The Gospels make 
it clear that Jesus would not look on so much that is 
assertive, aggressive and accumulative within our 
society - despite the praise and envy it receives - and 
see this as admirable, as healthily seizing the day. 
I doubt too that Jesus would share our admiration 
of the rich and famous who claim, as by right, their 
excessive wealth and status. 

When Jesus states that it is harder for a rich 
person to go to heaven than for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle, he might have mitigated 
this by adding: “Unless, of course, the rich person, 
childlike, asks permission from the universe, from 
the community, and from God, every time he buys a 
shirt!” 

When Jesus tells us that children and the poor 
go to heaven more easily, he is not idolizing either 

their innocence or poverty. He’s drawing attention 
to the need to recognize and admit our dependence. 
Ultimately we don’t provide for ourselves and 
nothing is ours by right. 

When I was in the oblate novitiate, our novice 
master tried to impress upon us the meaning of 
religious poverty by making us write inside of every 
book that was given us the Latin words Ad Usum, “for 
use.” The idea was that, although this book was given 
to you for your personal use, you ultimately did not 
own it. It’s was just yours temporarily. We were then 
told that this was true of everything else given us for 
our personal use, from our toothbrushes to the shirts 
on our backs. They were not really ours, but merely 
given us for our use.

One of the young men in that novitiate eventually 
left the order and became a medical doctor. He 
remains a close friend and he once shared with me 
how even today, as a doctor, he still writes those 
words, Ad Usum, inside all his books.

“I don’t belong to a religious order and don’t have 
the vow of poverty, but that principle our novice 
master taught us is just as valid for me in the world 
as it is for any professed religious. Ultimately we 
don’t own anything. Those books aren’t mine, really. 
They’ve been given me, temporarily, for my use. 
Nothing belongs to anybody and it’s good never to 
forget that.”

It’s not a bad thing as an adult to have to ask 
permission to buy a new shirt. It reminds us that the 
universe belongs to everyone and that all of us should 
be deeply grateful that it gives us even a little space.

—
Oblate of Mary Immaculate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher and award-winning author, is president 
of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He can be contacted through his website ronrolheiser.com. 

ABOUT THE FAITH
Father Ron Rolheiser

Seminary lesson:  
All is gift

As dioceses around the country begin the 
vast project of implementing V Encuentro 
programs, many Catholics may be asking, “What 
is Encuentro and why it is so important for the US 
Catholic Church?”

Part of the answer is in the translation of the 
name: Encuentro means “Encounter.” The V 
Encuentro is a priority activity included in the 
strategic plan of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. It is a process of evangelization, 
communion and consultation generating 
information and understanding (through a series 
of encounters) for pastoral planning that responds 
more creatively to the Hispanic presence in the 
Church and that promotes the ecclesial integration 
of all communities. Above all, it connects the local 
Hispanic community with a national initiative. 
Besides generating and training new pastoral 
agents as missionary disciples, Encuentro also 
revitalizes the faith of parishioners by inviting 
them to participate in missionary activity. 
Encuentro invites us to be a “Church that goes 
forth” in the spirit of Pope Francis. 

By increasing participation in the liturgical and 
ministerial life of our Church and our parishes, V 
Encuentro increases the shared responsibility of 

parishioners. These are some important dates for 
the V Encuentro in our diocese:

• Diocesan Encuentro, Oct. 7 in Yuma and Oct. 
14 in Tucson

• Regional Encuentro, Feb. 23 - 25, 2018 in 
Phoenix

• National Encuentro, Sept. 20 - 23, 2018 in 
Grapevine, Texas 

Parish team members are assigned by the 
pastor and trained by a member of the diocesan V 
Encuentro team. Those parish members will then 
meet with small groups of seven to 12 people. 
The groups can gather in homes or at parish 
facilities, and the communities decide if they need 
to meet in larger groups. Parish teams will lead 
five sessions of reflection and missionary action, 

culminating in a parish encounter. Each parish, 
community or group chooses the best time to 
implement the process, during Lent or Easter.

The themes of the sessions are inspired by 
Pope Francis in the apostolic exhortation “The 
Joy of the Gospel.” These are the themes for each 
session:

• “Called to a Loving Encounter with Jesus in 
the Church”

• “With Words and Actions: Do It!”
• “Walking Together with Jesus”
• “Bearing Fruits of New Life”
• “Celebrating the Joy of Being Missionary 

Disciples”
The goal of the fifth session is to discern the 

ways the US Church can better respond to the 
presence of Hispanics/Latinos and to empower 
Hispanics/Latinos to respond as missionary 
disciples in the New Evangelization and in serving 
the Church as a whole.

The National Accompaniment Team of the 
V Encuentro (ENAVE) has guides available to 
parishes and groups at no cost. Parish team 
members gather information and participate in 
the one-day diocesan Encuentro in their area in 
October.

V Encuentro: Evangelization, 
communion, consultation

HISPANIC MINISTRY
Sister Gladys Echenique, O.P.
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CUT YOUR ENERGY COSTS!!!
INSTALL A HIGH EFFICIENCY UNIT TODAY!

(520) 791-7591

www.comfortcontrolcorp.net

-Service & Installation

-Free Estimates on Installations

-Commercial & Residential

- Family owned and operated

-Serving Arizona for over 35 years

Sharers in Ministry

We offer:
• Level One (LI) and Two (LII)  
 certification classes for teachers  
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and  
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to fit the  
 needs of your faith community

The Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

APRIL 2017 - JMT EVENTS
4/3 6:00 p.m. Evangelii Gaudium (English/Spanish) (St. Cyril)

4/4 6:00 p.m. Evangelii Gaudium (English/Spanish) (St. Cyril)

4/4 6:00 p.m. LII:Culture and Intercultural Faith Issues (JMT)

4/5 6:00 p.m. Evangelii Gaudium (English/Spanish) (St. Cyril) 

4/8 10:00 a.m. RCIA Retreat (St. Anthony, Casa Grande) 

4/21 2:30 p.m. LI: Sacraments of Vocation (Saints Peter & Paul) 

4/22 9:00 a.m. LI-1: The Church 2: Mary & The Saints  

 3: Cultural Div.& Faith Exp. 4: Lit.-Celeb. & Rit. (JMT)

4/24 9:30 a.m. Laudato Si (Redemptorist Renewal Center) 

5/4 8:30 a.m. Confirmation Retreat (St. Ambrose)

5/6 8:30 a.m. LI-1: Creed: The Trinity 2: Person of Jesus  

 3: The Church (St. John-Yuma)
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By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis will be visiting 
Colombia in mid-September 
as the Latin American nation 
works to implement a new 
peace plan and rebuild after 52 
years of war.

The Vatican announced 
March 10 that the pope had 
accepted the invitation of 
President Juan Manuel Santos 

and the Colombian bishops.
The trip, Sept. 6-11, will 

include visits to the cities of 
Bogota, Villavicencio, Medellin 
and Cartagena. Details of the 
trip were to be published later.

Pope Francis will be the 
third pope to visit the nation 
after Blessed Paul VI and St. 
John Paul II. The previous 
papal visit there was in 1986.

The bishops’ conference 
posted on their website the 

trip logo: the pope smiling 
and walking flanked by the 
white and yellow colors of the 
Vatican on one side and an 
early indigenous symbol on 
the other. The motto is “Let us 
take the first step” (“Demos el 
primer paso”).

“The pope wants to come to 
meet the Colombian people,” 
said Archbishop Ettore 
Balestrero, apostolic nuncio 
to Colombia. “He comes for 

those who live in the cities 
and for those who live in 
the countryside and have a 
different culture and needs; for 
the rich and for the poor; for 
the youth and for the elderly.”

Archbishop Balestrero 
also noted that the pope will 
only visit Colombia on this 
trip, he said in a statement 
he gave at a news conference 
and published online on the 
conference website.

Colombia to host its third pope; Francis to visit Sept. 6 - 11

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor 

For V Encuentro, approved by 
the US bishops in 2016, the focus 
is not on what the US church can 
do for Hispanics, but on what 
Hispanics are called to do for the 
US church, said diocesan leaders. 

“To me, this was exciting,” said 
Pastoral Services Assistant Director 
Joe Perdreauville. “There will be 
benefits for the whole church.”

Encuentro means “encounter,” 
and it involves a process of 
evangelization, communion and 
consultation for pastoral planning 
that responds to the Hispanic 
presence in the Church and that 
promotes the ecclesial integration 
of all communities. 

Perdreauville attended a regional 
training session for the diocesan 
leadership team last summer in 
Albuquerque, NM. Some members 
of the team were not sure what to 
expect, given the uneven impact 
felt by the previous Encuentros. 
However, after seeing the emphasis 
on developing Hispanic leadership 
and integrating those leaders 
into the unified – Anglo and 
multicultural – church structure, it 
was clear this process is something 
special.

Since the first Encuentro in 
1972, the bishops have been 
working to create welcoming 
environments for Hispanics. 
Perdreauville said that the broader 
impact of V Encuentro will be felt 

at every level – parishes, vicariates, 
diocesan and regional. 

Dominican Sister Gladys 
Echenique, diocesan Hispanic 
Ministry coordinator, has been 
working to help pastors identify 
and train new 
leaders in 
their Hispanic 
communities. 
Sister 
Echenique has 
been working 
for the last 
three years in 
catechetical 
formation 
of Hispanic 
leaders to Level 
I and Level 
II, the basic 
and advanced 
levels required 
for parish 
catechists. As a 
result, Hispanic 
leaders in 
parishes throughout southern 
Arizona have a strong theological 
base to recruit and mentor other 
Hispanic leaders. They can also 
engage their Anglo counterparts 
and leaders of other cultural 
groups, she said.  

“The Hispanic population is 
ready to serve the whole church in 
the US,” she said.

Last fall, pastors were asked 
to recruit 7-12 members to serve 
on parish teams, including two as 

chairmen. 
Beginning in February, Sister 

Echenique visited parishes to 
conduct 90-minute trainings for 
team members. The trainings 
aimed to prepare team members 

to run five 
distinct 
sessions, 
using a 
process 
known as 
“See, Judge, 
Act.” These 
sessions 
are inspired 
by Pope 
Francis’ call 
to create a 
culture of 
encounter. 
Those 
parish 
sessions are 
slated to 
run through 
April.

Between April and June, parishes 
will hold their own versions of 
Encuentro, which will gather 
information to be brought to 
two diocesan Encuentros in the 
fall: Oct. 7 in Yuma and Oct. 14 
in Tucson. The diocesan events 
will compile the parish results 
and present them at a regional 
Encuentro in Phoenix in February 
2018. The Phoenix session will 
include diocesan reports from all 
corners of Region 13: Arizona, 

New Mexico, Utah, Colorado and 
Wyoming. Regional meetings will 
produce the reports that the US 
bishops will use in Texas when 
they gather in the summer of 2018. 

Perdreauville said he is aware 
that the criticism of previous 
Encuentros has been that the 
documents produced have been 
so cumbersome that they have led 
to little change. However, with 
the strong grassroots efforts and 
diocesan involvement, V Encuentro 
is essentially grooming a new 
generation of leaders who had 
simply not been previously invited. 

“We will have a whole new 
group of people growing in the life 
of the local church,” he said. “It is 
about a larger ‘we,’ not an ‘us’ and a 
‘them.’”

Sister Echenique said the entire 
process reflects the call by Pope 
Francis for the church to evangelize 
by sending missionaries out to the 
“peripheries.”

“Many of our parish chairmen 
are bilingual,” she noted, which 
allows them to minister in Hispanic 
and Anglo communities. Nationally, 
that could play out to 20,000-
25,000 new church leaders called to 
serve. 

“We are all in this together,” she 
said.

—
Editor’s note: For more information 
about V Encuentro, visit vencuentro.
org. A video providing insight for non-
Hispanics can be found at youtube.
com/watch?v=6wyxEuK-6J0.

V Encuentro – Coming to a parish near you
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El Obispo Kicanas celebra su aniversario jubileo de 50 
años de sacerdocio el 27 de abril. Esta es una reflexión 
del Obispo sobre su ministerio.

Fui ordenado sacerdote para la Arquidiócesis 
de Chicago por el Cardenal John P. Cody el 27 de 
abril de 1967, antes de 
que muchos de ustedes 
nacieran.

La celebración tuvo 
lugar en la Capilla 
de la Inmaculada 
Concepción de la 
Universidad St. Mary of 
the Lake en Mundelein, 
Illinois. Nos ordenamos 
cincuenta y tres 
seminaristas; una buena 
cosecha en un tiempo 
en que las vocaciones 
abundaban. 

Una de las primeras 
alegrías que tuve, fue el 
privilegio de conferir 
mi primera bendición 
a mis padres. Mamá 
lagrimeaba y papá 
estaba muy orgulloso. 
Es que él se crió en un orfanato administrado 
por un sacerdote a quien apreciaba como el papá 
que no tenía −el Padre Freiberger− y sentía gran 
respeto por los sacerdotes. Mis hermanas, Kathy y 
Barbara, probablemente se preguntaban cómo su 
hermano, el ‘mimado’, ahora era un sacerdote.

Inicialmente fui asignado a la Parroquia San 
José, en Libertyville, Illinois, no muy lejos del 
seminario. ¡Qué experiencia increíble! Cuando 
uno sale del seminario piensa que lo sabe todo, 
pero fue en la comunidad de Libertyville donde 
aprendí lo que significa ser sacerdote. Allí conocí a 
gente maravillosa.

Mi primer párroco fue Mons. Harry Koenig, 
un verdadero alemán que exigía bastante, pero 
nunca más que lo que él mismo hacía. Había 
tres sacerdotes en la casa y nos dividimos 
los ministerios. Los laicos todavía no estaban 
plenamente involucrados en ministerios 
parroquiales porque eso se daría después, 
como resultado del Concilio Vaticano II. A mí 
me pusieron a cargo de educación religiosa 
y el ministerio juvenil, la suerte de los recién 
ordenados. 

Los catequistas laicos que conocí en la 
Parroquia San José fueron quienes tuvieron 

el mayor impacto en mi ministerio. Había 30 
parejas y nos reuníamos todos los meses. Ellos me 
enseñaron mucho sobre cómo vivir la fe. Forjamos 
amistades y juntos pasamos momentos muy 
alegres. Aun hoy me llegan noticias de algunos de 

ellos. En verdad, les 
debo mucho.

Después de tres 
años de ministerio 
parroquial, me pidieron 
que fuera maestro y 
consejero en Quigley 
South, un seminario 
de preparatoria con 
una matrícula de 
alrededor de 750 
alumnos. Me integré 
en el Departamento 
de Religión y 
Orientación, y fue otra 
experiencia realmente 
transformadora. 
Éramos 10 en el 
departamento y 
hacíamos todo en 
grupo, desde planificar 
las clases, a ofrecer 

retiros a los estudiantes y dirigir a los jóvenes 
en proyectos de servicio. Allí experimenté lo 
que significa ser 
colaborador. El 
trabajo era agotador, 
pero a ninguno nos 
molestaba porque 
era muy estimulante, 
satisfactorio y 
gratificante.

También me 
pidieron que trabajara 
a tiempo parcial como 
capellán en el Centro 
de Detención de 
Menores del Condado 
de Cook donde había 
sido voluntario cuando 
era seminarista. Mi 
padre había estado allí 
durante las audiencias 
de su custodia cuando 
era niño. 

La experiencia de capellán me abrió los ojos 
al batallar de familias oprimidas por el círculo 
vicioso que mantiene a los jóvenes atrapados en 

el sistema penal. Rechazos, maltratos y abandonos 
marcan la vida de los niños y a veces los impulsan 
a reaccionar con ira.

Recuerdo la visita que hice a una reclusa en 
aislamiento. La joven había estado tratando de 
agujerearse un brazo con un lápiz para matarse. 
Cuando entré en la celda, tomé el lápiz y la calmé. 
Ella me dijo que el rechazo que había sufrido una 
y otra vez la había llevado a sentir que no había 
razón para vivir. En ese centro había muchas 
historias trágicas como la de ella.

En 1984 recibí una llamada del Cardenal Cody. 
El rector de Quigley, el Padre James Keleher, 
había sido nombrado Obispo de Belleville, Illinois, 
y el Cardenal me pidió que fuera rector del 
seminario de preparatoria. Fue una gran sorpresa 
para mí, pero en ese puesto aprendí mucho. 
Ser responsable de decidir a quién aceptar en 
la preparatoria y a quién pedirle que se retirara 
era una difícil tarea que requería de humildad. 
También tuve que aprender a encarar a docentes 
que no cumplían con las expectativas, y a 
identificar y afirmar logros y aciertos.

El momento más difícil de mi ministerio en 
Quigley ocurrió cuando un alumno de décimo 
grado que había perdido una competencia de 
natación, y había sido rechazado por un amigo, de 
regreso a su casa se mató con el arma de fuego de 
su padre. Yo llamé al Cardenal Joseph Bernardin 
para comunicarle la tragedia y no pude contener 
el llanto. Luego visité a los padres del joven. La 
madre estaba embarazada, y dos días después 
del funeral de su hijo tuvo al bebé, otro varón. 
Rezamos juntos y lloramos juntos. Desde ese día 
he sido amigo de los padres. 

Una de mis experiencias más emocionantes 
sucedió en 1979. El recién elegido Papa Juan 
Pablo II fue a Chicago durante su primer viaje a 
nuestro país, y visitó Quigley cuando yo era el 
rector allí. Recuerdo vívidamente el momento en 

que entró en mi sala 
de la escuela, con ese 
aire de distinción que 
le confería su sotana 
blanca. Lucía joven, 
animado, y atlético. 
Era aficionado al esquí 
y el alpinismo, y me 
preguntó si me gustaba 
esquiar. Respondí 
afirmativamente, y 
él me dijo que había 
estado leyendo una 
revista de esquí que 
vio en mi oficina. Yo 
guardé la revista por 
un tiempo; y hoy sería 
una reliquia de segunda 
clase porque el papa ha 
sido canonizado.

Después del 
almuerzo, el papa se reunió con los estudiantes 
y ellos le entregaron una pelota de fútbol. El 
papa puso la pelota en el suelo y le dio un fuerte 

De seminarista a obispo: Una 
trayectoria de 50 años de 
experiencias, comunidad y fe

A la par, estudiando
Siendo profesor en Quigley South, 

retomé mis estudios en la Universidad de 
Loyola, Chicago, para obtener un máster 
en consejería y después un doctorado en 
psicología educativa. 

Otro de los sacerdotes docentes y yo 
fuimos a Cuernavaca, México, porque 
muchos de los padres de nuestros 
estudiantes de Quigley hablaban sólo 
español. 

Panorama Católico foto archivo

Padre Kicanas bendice a sus padres Eva y Frederick 
en el día de su ordenación.
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puntapié. Los jóvenes quedaron encantados. 

Después de haber sido rector de preparatoria 
durante 10 años, el Cardenal Bernardin me 
sorprendió pidiéndome que fuera rector del 
seminario mayor de Mundelein. Yo nunca había 
sido miembro del cuerpo docente de Mundelein, 
aunque había facilitado algunas reuniones de los 
profesores.

En Mundelein desempeñé el cargo de rector 
durante una década. Frecuentemente rezaba 
pidiendo sabiduría, consciente del impacto que 
mis difíciles decisiones –quién permanecería en el 
seminario y quién no– tenía en los jóvenes que se 
preparaban allí.

Me agradaba mucho ser parte de una 
comunidad de intelectuales, y a menudo disfrutaba 
de prolongadas conversaciones y pláticas sobre 
teología, la Iglesia, y el mundo. Conocí a hombres 
increíbles –mayores y más jóvenes– dotados de 
un profundo deseo de servir a la Iglesia como 
sacerdotes. En mis años de rector probablemente 
conocí a 500 candidatos, cada uno con una 
historia vocacional distinta. Muchos habían sido 
monaguillos. Algunos eran conversos. Otros 
habían sido abogados, ingenieros, agentes de 
policía o maestros. 

Yo admiraba a estos hombres que habían 
decidido ingresar en el seminario, algunos a pesar 
de haber recibido muy poco ánimo de parte de 
su familia, sus amigos e incluso de sacerdotes. Mi 
experiencia fue diferente, ya que recibí mucho 
aliento para ser sacerdote.

Una tarde, el Cardenal Bernardin me llamó para 
decirme que el Santo Padre me había elegido para 
ser uno de sus obispos auxiliares en Chicago. Ese 
fue otro giro inesperado de mi carrera. Me pesaba 
mucho dejar Mundelein, un sitio privilegiado, pero 
había sido asignado a servir como vicario en el 
Condado de Lake y la región suburbana noroeste 
del Condado de Cook, una vicaría de alrededor de 
50 parroquias y 25 escuelas. Regresé a San José, en 
Libertyville.

La vicaría era un área vibrante con muchos 
ministros eclesiales que apoyaban la labor de los 
sacerdotes y los diáconos. Allí pude apreciar la 
contribución del laicado al ministerio. 

De esa época, algo que recuerdo con alegría es 
el comienzo de un programa de reconocimiento 
para estudiantes de preparatoria que se distinguían 
en el ministerio de sus parroquias. Eran jóvenes 
muy dedicados. Fue un gusto traer ese programa 
–que ahora se conoce como Premios Juan Pablo II 
para Jóvenes– a la Diócesis de Tucson.

En el año 2001 recibí un mensaje para llamar 
al nuncio apostólico (representante del papa 
en Washington, D.C.) Inmediatamente pensé 
que el nuncio no me iba a llamar para hablar 
del estado del tiempo y, claro, la razón era otra. 
Cuando lo llamé, me dijo: “Obispo, tengo el gran 
gusto de comunicarle que el Santo Padre lo ha 
nombrado...” Por supuesto, yo paré las orejas, y él 
continuó, “obispo adjunto de Tucson”. Yo exclamé: 
«¡¿Perdón?!» Y es que había estado en Tucson 
solamente dos veces en mi vida: una vez para 

participar en un retiro en el Centro de Renovación 
Redentorista, y la otra vez cuando todos los 
obispos se reunieron en Tucson en 1995. Tucson 
era muy diferente de Chicago.

Aproximadamente dos semanas después, vine 
a Tucson sin aviso a encontrarme con el Obispo 
Manuel Moreno. Nunca nos habíamos visto antes, 
pero él compartió conmigo muchas reflexiones 
útiles sobre los sacerdotes y la gente de la diócesis. 
Con el tiempo, pude contar con él como amigo, y 
aprendí mucho de su trato amable y solícito. 

He llegado a amar a nuestra comunidad, esta 
diócesis de 43.000 millas cuadradas. Me encantan 
la belleza del desierto, el cielo, las montañas y los 
cactos, tan característicos de la zona. 

Hoy, 16 años después de mi llegada, puedo decir 
que los católicos de esta diócesis hemos pasado 
juntos momentos muy difíciles. No fue nada fácil 
tomar la decisión de entrar en reorganización 
bajo el Capítulo 11 para que la diócesis pudiera 
responder monetariamente a todas las víctimas 
de abuso sexual por parte de sacerdotes. Muchas 
personas me aconsejaron que ésa era la manera de 
proceder más acertada y justa. Cuando todo llegó 
a su fin, me conmovió oír a víctimas y abogados 
decir que había sido una buena decisión para ellos 
y que habían sido tratados con justicia.

Aunque fue angustioso, ese difícil periodo 
me llevó a tomar una decisión que considero 
que es una de mis mejores decisiones: designar 
a Mons. Al Schifano, un sacerdote de vocación 
como segunda carrera recientemente ordenado, 
para el cargo de vicario general y moderador de 
la Curia. Su guía y sus consejos, junto con los del 
diácono Paul Duckro, nuevo director de la Oficina 
de Protección de Niños, Adolescentes y Adultos, 
fueron inmensamente útiles en el curso de las 
gestiones legales.

Reunirme con las víctimas y oír sus trágicos 
relatos fue por demás penoso. El Obispo Moreno 
y yo nos reunimos con una víctima, para entonces 
ya un adulto, y sus padres, y el Obispo Moreno 

lloró pidiéndole perdón a la familia. Él nunca se 
hubiera imaginado que sacerdotes que él conocía, 
y que él había ordenado, podrían llegar a hacer lo 
que hicieron.

Después de la reorganización, los retos mayores 
eran restaurar la confianza y establecer protocolos 
para brindar ambientes seguros. Continuamos 
nuestra vigilancia y capacitación en las parroquias 
y escuelas, y estamos especialmente agradecidos 
por el trabajo de los encargados del cumplimento 
de las normas. Con estos esfuerzos, hemos ido 
recuperando la confianza del público y de los 
fieles.

Mis mejores recuerdos de los pasados 16 años 
incluyen dedicatorias de iglesias, celebraciones 
de aniversarios parroquiales, convertirme en 
hermano sacerdote de los sacerdotes diocesanos, 
certificaciones de ministros eclesiales laicos, 
confirmaciones de incontables jóvenes y adultos, y 
ordenaciones de sacerdotes y diáconos para servir 
a nuestro pueblo. Indudablemente, haber conocido 
a gente tan estupenda aquí ha sido una bendición 
y un don que yo aprecio infinitamente. 

Estoy seguro de que en el correr de estos 
años involuntariamente he herido o desairado a 
alguien con algo que dije, o hice, u olvidé hacer. Lo 
lamento y espero que me perdonen.

Agradezco las oportunidades que he tenido de 
colaborar con líderes religiosos, empresariales, 
cívicos y educadores para abordar problemas 
de la comunidad como el flagelo de las drogas, 
la tragedia del tiroteo del 8 de enero de 2011 
en Tucson, y el tema de los inmigrantes y los 
refugiados. La problemática de la comunidad es 
tan compleja y difícil que requiere de la respuesta 
unida de todos. Cooperando podremos edificar 
una comunidad mejor. 

Este año celebro 50 años de sacerdocio. 
¡Asombroso! Ha sido una experiencia bendita 
por la cual me siento profundamente agradecido. 
Todos ustedes han llegado a significar mucho 
para mí.

Panorama Católico foto archivo

Obispo Kicanas celebra Misa en la frontera entre Douglas, Arizona y Agua Prieta, Sonora.
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Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

El enfoque del V Encuentro, 
aprobado por los obispos de EE.UU. 
en 2016, no será determinar lo que la 
Iglesia de nuestro país puede hacer por 
los hispanos, sino lo que los hispanos 
pueden hacer por la Iglesia del país; 
comentaron recientemente líderes 
diocesanos.

“Esto me entusiasmó mucho”, dijo 
Joe Perdreauville, director adjunto de 
Servicios Pastorales, “porque producirá 
beneficios para toda la Iglesia”. 

El Encuentro es un proceso de 
evangelización, comunión y consulta 
para la planificación pastoral de 
respuesta a la presencia hispana en 
la Iglesia, y promueve la integración 
eclesial de todas las comunidades. 

Perdreauville asistió a una sesión 
regional de capacitación ofrecida a 
líderes diocesanos el verano pasado 
en Albuquerque, NM. Algunos de 
los participantes no sabían bien qué 
esperar debido al impacto desigual de 
previos Encuentros. Sin embargo, dado 
el énfasis en el desarrollo de liderazgo 
hispano y en la integración de estos 
líderes en la estructura unificada –
angloamericana y multicultural– de la 
Iglesia, es evidente que este proceso es 
especial.

Desde el primer Encuentro, 
en 1972, los obispos han buscado 
crear ambientes acogedores para los 
hispanos. Perdreauville dijo que el 
impacto general del V Encuentro se 
hará sentir en todos los niveles; en 
parroquias y vicarías, tanto en el plano 
diocesano como en el regional.

La Hna. dominica Gladys Echenique, 
coordinadora del Ministerio Hispano de 
nuestra diócesis, ayuda a los párrocos a 
identificar y capacitar nuevos líderes en 
sus comunidades hispanas. Durante los 
últimos tres años la Hna. Echenique ha 
llevado adelante la labor de formación 
catequística de líderes hispanos a Nivel 
I y Nivel II, que son los niveles básico y 
avanzado requeridos de los catequistas 
parroquiales. En consecuencia, los 
líderes hispanos de parroquias del 
sur de Arizona cuentan con sólidos 
fundamentos teológicos para reclutar y 
asesorar a los nuevos líderes hispanos, 
y también pueden colaborar con los 
líderes angloamericanos y de otros 
grupos culturales.

“La población hispana está lista 
para servir a toda la Iglesia de Estados 
Unidos”, dijo.

Este es un cronograma de la 
actividad:

El otoño pasado se solicitó a los 
párrocos que reclutaran entre 7 y 12 

fieles para formar equipos parroquiales, 
dos de los integrantes serían dirigentes 
del equipo. 

A partir de febrero, la Hna. 
Echenique visitó las parroquias para 
presentar un taller de 90 minutos. El 
objetivo del taller era preparar a los 
equipos para dirigir cinco sesiones 
diferenciadas aplicando un proceso 
conocido como “Ver, Juzgar, Actuar”. 
Estas sesiones están inspiradas en el 
llamado del Papa Francisco a crear una 
cultura de encuentro, y tendrán lugar 
en las parroquias hasta fines de abril.

Entre abril y junio, las parroquias 
facilitarán sus propias versiones de 
Encuentro. En estas reuniones se 
recogerá información para compartir 
en dos Encuentros diocesanos a 
celebrarse en octubre: el 7 en Yuma 
y el 14 en Tucson. En los encuentros 
diocesanos se recopilarán resultados 
para presentarlos en el Encuentro 
regional de Phoenix, en febrero de 
2018, donde se incluirán informes 
diocesanos de todos los rincones de 
la Región 13: Arizona, Nuevo México, 
Utah, Colorado y Wyoming. A su 
vez, en las reuniones regionales se 
producirán los informes que los obispos 
de EE.UU. usarán en Texas cuando se 
reúnan en el verano de 2018.

Perdreauville dijo ser consciente de 

la crítica de los Encuentros anteriores 
en cuanto a que los documentos 
producidos eran demasiado complejos 
y engorrosos, y por eso no surgieron 
de ellos muchos cambios. No obstante, 
con esfuerzos comunitarios de base y la 
participación diocesana, el V Encuentro 
esencialmente está preparando una 
nueva generación de líderes que 
simplemente antes no habían sido 
invitados.

“Tendremos un grupo totalmente 
nuevo de gente que se ha formado en la 
vida de la Iglesia local”, dijo. “Hablamos 
de algo “nuestro”, no de ‘nosotros’ y 
‘ellos’”.

La Hna. Echenique explicó que el 
proceso refleja el llamado que el Santo 
Padre hizo a la Iglesia para evangelizar 
enviando misioneros a la periferia.

“Muchos líderes de nuestras 
parroquias son bilingües”, señaló, lo 
cual les permite servir en comunidades 
hispanas y angloamericanas. En el 
plano nacional, podríamos llegar a 
contar con entre 20.000 y 25.000 
nuevos líderes eclesiales llamados al 
servicio. 

“Estamos todos juntos en esto”, dijo.
—

Nota de la redacción: Para ver más 
información sobre el V Encuentro, visite el 
sitio vencuentro.org.

¿Quién era la 
Hermana Clare 
Dunn?
Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

TUCSON — La Hermana Clare 
Dunn de San José de Carondelet fue 
una de cinco personas homenajeadas 
el 23 de marzo en el Salón de la Fama 
de Mujeres de Arizona pero, ¿quién 
era esta legisladora demócrata que tras 
cuatro sesiones se elevó al puesto de 
asistente del líder de la minoría, y se 
granjeó el respeto de representantes de 
ambos partidos como “consciencia de 
la Legislatura”?

Fern Lois Dunn nació el 12 de 
noviembre de 1934 en Arlington, 
California. Era una de los seis hijos del 
matrimonio de Frank y Edna (Lucky) 
Dunn, y creció en una granja en el 
Condado de Riverdale, California. Se 

convirtió al catolicismo, y en el año 
1955 se integró en la comunidad de las 
Hermanas de San José de Carondelet.

Estudió ciencia política e historia en 
Mount St. Mary College, Los Ángeles, 
donde obtuvo su licenciatura en 1963. 
En esa misma institución recibió una 
maestría en 1969.

La Hna. Clare fue maestra en 
California antes de mudarse a Tucson 
en 1965 a impartir clases de historia 
y gobierno de EE.UU. en la Academia 
Carondelet de la comunidad. Después 
del cierre de esa escuela, en 1969, 
dio clases de gobierno en la Escuela 
Preparatoria Salpointe durante seis 
años. También fue profesora adjunta en 
Pima Community College desde 1965 
hasta 1974.

Se inició en la política como 
voluntaria de la frustrada campaña 
presidencial del demócrata George 
McGovern en 1972, durante la cual 
participó como delegada del candidato 
en la Convención Demócrata 
Nacional en Miami. En 1974, con el 

consentimiento de sus superiores 
religiosos y clérigos, se presentó como 
candidata a representante del 3er 
Distrito de Tucson en la Legislatura 
de Arizona y obtuvo la banca. Fue 
la primera religiosa elegida como 
miembro de una legislatura estatal en 
el siglo XX.

La Hna. Clare inmediatamente 
se destacó por su franco apoyo a los 
pobres y por su trabajo a favor de la 
Enmienda de Igualdad de Derechos 
de la Constitución de EE.UU. Fue 
elegida tres veces consecutivas como 
representante y llegó a ascender 
al cargo de asistente del líder de la 
minoría. 

En un discurso de 1978 dijo: 
“El ministerio social no es algo 
que se añade. No es una actividad 
extracurricular. Lo hacemos porque 
es parte integral de la fe. Por más que 
admiremos nuestro sistema social y 
nuestras estructuras económicas y 
políticas, no deberíamos servirlas sin 
sentido crítico”.

“El amor al prójimo se mide 
en el servicio que nos brindamos 
mutuamente y en la buena voluntad 
que demostramos a nuestros 
semejantes mediante una decisión 
tomada a consciencia que puede llegar 
a imponernos grandes exigencias de 
tiempo, seguridad y, sí, hasta de vida”. 

Si bien la propuesta legislativa que 
ella promovió se vio obstaculizada, 
gran parte de su contenido llegó a 
ser ley en Arizona en el correr de las 
décadas siguientes. 

La Hna. Clare falleció el 30 de 
julio de 1981 en un trágico accidente 
automovilístico junto con su 
asistente, la Hna. Judy Lovchick, de 
San José, quien la acompañó y apoyó 
durante mucho tiempo. El entonces 
gobernador Bruce Babbitt ordenó 
que las banderas del estado se izaran 
a media asta. Las dos religiosas 
fueron enterradas en el Cementerio 
Holy Hope después de su funeral en 
la Catedral de San Agustín.

V Encuentro: Llega a parroquias de la Diócesis
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Muchos de ustedes se preguntarán ¿Qué es el 
V Encuentro y porqué es tan importante para 
nuestra Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos? 

Primero de todo, el V Encuentro es una 
actividad prioritaria en el plan estratégico de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos. Es un proceso de evangelización, 
comunión y consulta que genera información 
para una planeación pastoral que responda 
más creativamente a la presencia hispana en 
la Iglesia y promueve la integración eclesial 
de todas las comunidades. Por sobre todas las 
cosas, conecta a la comunidad Hispana local con 
una iniciativa nacional.

Además de generar y formar nuevos agentes 
pastorales como discípulos misioneros, también 
revitaliza la fe de los feligreses invitándolos 
a la actividad misionera, nos invita a ser una 
“Iglesia en Salida”, en el espíritu de nuestro Papa 
Francisco. Así como aumenta participación en la 
vida litúrgica y ministerial, también aumenta la 
corresponsabilidad de los feligreses.

Estas son algunas fechas importantes a tener 
en cuenta en este proceso del V Encuentro en 
nuestra diócesis: 

• El Encuentro Diocesano, 7 de Octubre en 
(Yuma); 14 de Octubre en (Tucson), 2017

• Encuentro Regional Febrero 23-25 del 2018 
(Phoenix)

• Encuentro Nacional Septiembre 20-23 2018 
(Texas)

En este momento del proceso estamos 
entrenando a facilitadores para tener cinco 
sesiones de reflexión y acción misionera que 
culmina en un Encuentro parroquial. Cada 
parroquia, comunidad o grupo escoge el mejor 
tiempo para implementar el proceso entre la 
cuaresma o Pascua del 2017.

Cada parroquia que realice el proceso 
participa en el Encuentro diocesano de un día a 
ser celebrado el 7 de Octubre en Yuma y el 14 
de Octubre, 2017 en Tucson. Es coordinado por 
un equipo parroquial asignado por el párroco 

y capacitado por el equipo diocesano del V 
Encuentro. Involucra a grupos pequeños de 7 a 
12 personas. Se pueden reunir en casas o en las 
instalaciones de la parroquia y las comunidades 
deciden si necesitan reunirse en grupos más 
grandes. Estados Unidos y el Equipo Nacional 
de Acompañamiento del V Encuentro (ENAVE) 
y distribuidos por las diócesis sin costo para 
la parroquia o los grupos. Los temas de las 
sesiones son inspirados por el Papa Francisco en 
La Alegría del Evangelio n. 24.

Estos son los temas para cada sesión: 
Llamados a un encuentro de amor con Jesús. 
Con obras y gestos: ¡Atrévete! Caminando 
juntos con Jesús. Dando frutos de vida nueva 
vida. Festejando la alegría de ser discípulos 
misioneros. 

La meta general del V Encuentro es discernir 
maneras en las que la Iglesia en los Estados 
Unidos pueda responder mejor a la presencia 
de los hispanos/latinos, y potenciar a los 
hispanos/latinos para que respondan como 
discípulos misioneros al llamado a la Nueva 
Evangelización, sirviendo a toda la Iglesia. 

MINISTERIO HISPANO
Sister Gladys Echenique, O.P.

¿Qué es el V Encuentro?

El vía crucis viviente forma parte 
de la celebración Pascual

La Cuaresma y la Semana Santa van dando paso al triduo Pascual: 
Jueves Santo, Viernes Santo y el Domingo de Pascua. En todo el 
mundo, los Católicos participan en varias prácticas piadosas y devotas, 
como los vía crucis vivientes, y los Católicos del sur de Arizona no son 
la excepción. Al menos dos parroquias de Tucson ofrecerán vía crucis 
vivientes en inglés y en español el 14 de abril.

A las 3 p.m. en la Catedral de San Agustín, 192 S. Stone Ave., se 
celebrará el servicio en inglés, y el servicio en idioma español iniciará 
en la Capilla de San Cosme, 460 W. Simpson St.

En San Juan Evangelista, 602 W. Ajo Way, el servicio en inglés 
comienza a las 2 p.m. seguido del servicio en español a las 6 p.m.

Consulte en su parroquia Católica local para enterarse de las 
actividades de su comunidad. Para ubicar la parroquia de su zona, 
visite diocesetucson.org y haga clic en el enlace “Parishes and Masses”.
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