(SCHOOL LOGO)
PARENTAL NOTIFICATION OF HEAD LICE

Date: ____________________

Dear Parent,
We have been notified of a case of head lice in your child’s grade; it has been treated.  Treatment consists of application of a special lice shampoo or rinse in addition to thorough combing with a special comb and specific housekeeping activities.  
Anyone can get head lice--mainly through direct head-to-head contact but also from sharing hats, brushes, and other personal items.  Head lice are a problem in many communities and can affect anyone, regardless of hygiene or social status.  

I will be checking all the children in the classes and will refer any additional cases for treatment, but it is possible to miss an early case.  In addition, many of the students use gel or mousse or have heavy dandruff.  Therefore, I would appreciate the following:
Please wash or supervise the washing of your child’s hair with your usual shampoo and inspect it carefully.  Look for tiny, whitish, oval-shaped deposits which would be cemented to the shaft of the hair near the scalp.  These are called nits and are the eggs left by the adult louse.  The nits are slightly smaller than a sesame seed.  They do not fall off like dandruff flakes but are firmly stuck in place.  Around the ears and nape of the neck are common sites of infestation.  If you see anything suspicious but aren’t sure, call me and let me know.  I will be rechecking the class in a week and will recheck individual students if requested by the parent.
I am also asking that all girls with long hair come to school with their hair tied back in a pony tail or braids for the next few weeks. 

I have talked to the class about lice and avoidance of sharing personal items such as combs, hair ties, hats, etc.  You will find further information on the reverse of this letter and I have more information in my office.  Working together, we can stay ahead of the nuisance of head lice.  If you have other questions, stop in to the health office or give me a call.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Yours truly,
________________________________
(Name and Title)
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